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A LET- 


A LETTER 


T O 

THE  JEWS. 


Men  and  Brethren, 

^HILDREN  of  the  flock  of  Abraham-,  whofe 
^ are  the fathers,  and  towhompertainetbiMch. 
a glory,  as  never  belonged  to  any  other  nation 
under  heaven,  let  me  freely  fpeaJc  to  you  of 
thofe  gifts  and  callings  of  God  in  your  favour, 
which  are  •without  repentance.  Y our  difperfion  ' 
upon  the  face  of  the  earth  has  been  long,  and 
very  tedious,  efpecially  in  fome  countries ; 
yet,  while  the  Lord  has  made  a full  end  of  the 
nations  which  deftroyed  your  anceftors,  his 
eye  and  his  hand  have  been  vifibly  upon  you: 
and  wherever  his  faving  mercy  has  been  dif- 
played,  in  the  eyes  of  gentile  nations,  he  has 
been  known  as  the  God  of  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and 
’Jacob,  and  declared,  This  is  my  name  for  ever-, 
this  is  my  memorial  to  all  generations.  And 
when  I confider  the  love  which  he  fhewed  to 
your  ancient  patriarchs  • and  prophets,  whofe 

' hon^ 
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honoured  defcendants  had  the  lively  oracles 
committed  to  them,  even  all  the  deeds  and 
writings  which  contain  the  hopes  of  the  whole 
world,  and  therefore  of  my  gentile  anceftors: 
and  when  I recoiled:  that  every  fpiritual  and 
eternal  mercy,  which  does  or  ever  will  gladden 
my  own  heart,  was  tranfmitted  to  me  through 
men  of  your  nation,  I cannot  but  earneftly 
entreat  you  to  come,  and  read  over  again,  and 
fiudy  with  me,  thofe  precious  promi  fes,  to 
which  your  twelve  tribes  have  fo  long  hoped 
to  come.  Thofe  promifes  ftill  dand  in  your 
own  infpired  books,  the  grand  feal  of  the  divine 
, veracity,  and  the  undeceiving  pledge  which 
God  has  given  you  of  the  certain  happinefs  of 
your  unborn  poderity.  my  brethren, 

is  Jor  an  appointed  time ; at  the  end  it  will  Jpeak 
by  its  accomplilhment,  and  not  lie ; therefore, 
though  it  tarry ^ wait  jor  it ; becaufe  it  will 
furely  come,  it  will  not  tarry.  To  prove  this  is 
the  defign  of  this  little  piece,  which  I have 
written  to  (hew  you,  chiefly  from  your  own, 
as  well  as  from  chridian  prophecies,  the  time 
and  circumdances  of  your  future  glory.  It 
would  degrade  your  nation  to  fuppofe,  that  the 
glory  which  awaits  you  was  to  be  only  tem- 
poral ; but  the  following  pages  prove,  that  it 
will  be  both  temporal  and  fpiritual,  and ^ both 
thefe  in  higher  degrees  than  fome  among  you 
have  expecfled.  Lay  afide,  therefore,  my 
brethren,  your  prejudices,  and  open  your 
hearts  to  the  grace,  which  the  God  of  your 
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fathers  has  defigned  for,  and  here  prefents  to 
you.  Why  will  ye  die,  O houfe  of  Ifrael'^ 
Affeifted  with  your  temporal  and  fpiritual 
mifery,  I have  often  joined  with  other  chriftians 
in  earned:  prayer  to  God  for  you.  I have 
here  alfo  followed  thofe  prayers  with  an  honeffc 
endeavour  to  arrange  thofe  prophecies,  on 
which  your  future  hopes  depend,  in  their 
proper  order ; and  to  develop  them  from  every 
natural  and  from  every  adventitious  gloom. 
In  this  labour  I have  been  much  fupported  by 
the  certain  expectation  of  what  God  yet  deiigns 
to  do  for  you  j and  efpecially  by  that  com- 
mand, which  the  Lord  gave  to  your  ancient 
prophet  Ifaiah,  ch.  xlv.  1 1.  AJk  of  7ne  things 
to  come  concerning  my  fons  ; and  concerning  the 
work  of  my  hands,  command  ye  me } as  well  as 
by  the  wonderful  anfwers  given  to  the  prayers 
of  that  prophet,  in  the  feven  lafl  chapters  of 
his  prophecy,  which  could  not  fail  to  comfort 
his  declining  age.  Whofo  is  wife,  and  will 
obferve  thefe  things,  even  he  fiall  under fiand  the 
loving- kindnefs  of  the  Lord.  And  to  his  loving^ 
kindnefs  I devoutly  commend  you;  and  am. 

My  brethren. 

Your  willing  fervant,  in  Chrift  Jefus, 

Taunton,  rp  p 

January  ift,  1788.  ^ 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

AMONG  chridians,  we  fay.  He  that  never 
thought  hhnjelj  t?2  the  wrong,  was  never  yet  in 
the  right',  and  He  who  will  take  no  man  s advice 
but  his  own,  wiU  have  a fool  for  his  coiinfellor, 
be  he  as  wife  as  he  may.  Dr.  Prieftley’s  defi- 
ciency, however,  in  felf-knowledge,  is  the  con- 
fiequence  of  his  not  knowing  the  ofily  true  God, 
nor  Jefus  Chrif  whom  he  hath  fent : therefore, 
having  dug  away  the  foundations  of  chriftianity 
from  under  his  own  feet,  he  confidently  invites 
Jews  ^nd  Gentiles  to  fettle  with  him  upon  the 
excavated  ground.  But  his  letter  to  you  does 
not  favour  of  chriftianity.  May  God  teach 
him,  before  it  is  too  late,  that  the  ropes  on  earth 
can  as  well  pull  down  the  fun,  as  creature- 
pride  phll  down  the  fun  of  right  eoufnefs. 
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• ISRAEL’S  SALVATION. 


CHAP.  I. 

‘OF  THE  FUTURE 'conversion  OF 
• THE  JEWS  TO  CHRISTIANITY. 

I.  We  begin  with  such  reasons  as 

RENDER  THEIR  FUTURE  CONVERSION 
HIGHLY  PROBABLE. 

Many  things  encourage  the  hope  of  this 
very  dclirable  event.  And  here,  not  to 
fay  that  if  all  nations  fiall  ferve  Chrifl,  Pf. 
Ixxii.  I I.  when  the  Jews  are  raifed  to  the  dig- 
nityof  a nation  again,  it  is  highly  improbable 
that  they  fhould  be  an  exception  from  this 
general  defign,  we  may  obferve, 

I.  That  though  it  is  impoffible  that  man 
fhould  profitable  to  his  maker,  as  he  fliewed 
fuch  favour  to  the  pofterity  of  Phinehas,  and 
to  the  whole  jewiih  nation,  for  his  refolute 
adl  of  juft  vengeance  on  Zimri  and  Cofbi, 
Num.  XXV.  1 1 — I it  is  probable  that  he  will 
much  more  fhew  favour  to  the  defcendants  of 
the  fame  people,  for  the  more  glorious  and 
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divine  hcroifm  of  the  twelve  apoftles  of  the 
Lamb,  who  braved  every  danger,  inftru- 
xnentally  to  illumine  the  world  with  Imma- 
nuel’s falvation  ; and  weie,  on  that  account, 
incomparably  the  moft  honourable  perfons 
who  ever  gilded  the  Abrahamic  line.  And, 
as  God  has  built  the  gofpel  church  on  the 
foundation  of  Xhtxr  prophets  and  apojiles,  Eph. 
ii.  20.  as  the  four  and  twenty  elder Sy  who  occupy 
fuch  a diftinguifhed  place  among  the  celeftial 
worfhippers,  were  all  of  jewilh  extra<ftion  ; 
fee  Rev.  iv.  4,  lo.  v.  6,  1 1,  12.  vii.  1 1,  12. 
xi.  16.  and  xix.  4.  as  the  crown  of  twelve  far s 
which  the  church  will  wear  upon  her  bead, 
after  A.  D.  1866,  reprefents  the  twelve  apnfles, 
ch.  xii.  I.  and  as  their  names  ftand  for  ever 
engraven  on  the  foundations  of  the  celeftial 
city,  ch.  xxi.  14.  certainly,  when  the  Jews 
realize  and  believe  this  grace  bellowed  upon 
their  anceftors,  it  cannot  but  encourage  them 
to  look  up  to  God  with  chearful  hope,  through 
the  great  atonement ; as  the  prefcnt  con- 
lideration  of  this  grace  may  well  flimulate 
believing  chrillians  to  plead  earnellly,on  God’s 
behalf,  with  the  unbelieving  defendants  of 
thefe  honoured  perfons. 

2.  Of  them,  as  concerning  the  flejh,  Chrif 
Came,  who  is  over  ally  God  bleffed  for  ever.  Amen, 
Rom.  ix.  5.  And  as  the  fon  of  God  took  part 
of  jewilh  flefh  into  an  union  with  his  godhead ; 
as,  in  that  flelh,  he  fcaled  the  eternal  covenant 
with  all  the  ele<^  5 and  afterwards  carried  that 
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glorified  nature,  foul  and  body,  far  above  all 
beavetiSy  where  it  is  fet  down  at  the  right  hand 
of  the  majejiy  on  highy  wc  have  realon  to  be- 
lieve, that  he  that  flleth  all  things^  will  efpc  • 
cially  fill  the  Jews  with  his  glory  and  grace. 
And  when  by  glorious  adts  of  fovereignty  and 
love,  he  has  realized  good  corf ejjtony  which 

be  witnejfed before  Pontius  Pilate,  viz.  that  he  is 
xkingy  John  :xviii.  37.  i Tim.  vi.  13.  will  he 
not,  before  all  nations,  fubftantiate  the  in- 
fcription,  which  was  fo  confpicuoufly  written 
over  his  crofs,  and  afterwards  retained  with 
oracular  firmnefs,  v'xz.Phe  king  of  thefews^ 

3.  When  Chrift  fpeaks  of  the  gentile 
church,  as  other fieep  •which  were  not  of  the 
jewifh  fold,  nor  defigned  to  live  after  their 
manner,  and  fays,  Phern  alfo  I mufi  bring,  and 
they  jhall  hear  my  voice  j and  there  fall  be  one 
fold  and  one  fiepherd,  John  x.  16.  it  is  plain 
that  he  had  no  defign,  that  his  jewifh  fheep 
/hould  be  turned  out  of  the  fold.  And  when 
the  apoftle  fpeaks  of  the  myjlery  of  Chriji,  •which 
had  been  hid  in  God  (not  indeed  from  the 
ginning  of  the  world,  but)  from  ages,  Gr.  viz. 
that  the  gentiles  fiould  be  fellow -heirs,  and  of  the 
fame  body,  and  partakers  of  his  promife  in  ChriJl 
by  the  gofpel,  Eph.  iii.  4 — 9.  it  implied  that 
the  Jews  fiiould  be  heirs,  and  of  the  fame  body 
to  the  end. 

4.  In  the  parable  of  the  prodigal  fon,  the 
father  comes  out  from  the  feaft,  made  on  ac- 
count of  his  return,  and  meets  the  indignation 

JB  2 of 


12  Probable  ^eafons  for 

of  his  elder  brother,  who  reprefented  the  Jews,^ 
with  thefe  aftonifliing  words,  thou  art  ever^ 
with  fne-y  and  all  that  I have  is  thine.  And  as  the, 
parable  leaves  the  father  attempting,  in  tender 
language  of  liberality  and  kindnefs,  to  foften 
his  difpleafure  at  his  brother’s  kind  reception, 
he  mufl:  eventually  and  finally  prevail.  And 
though,  for  the  prefent,  the  elder  fon  threw 
himfeif  out  of  his  houfe,  in  a violent  rage,  on 
his  brother’s  account,  and  has  himfeif  fuffered 
a difperfion  of  many  hundred  years  conti- 
nuance ; yet  the  two  prodigals  will  be  foon 
feen  joyful  together  at  that  feafl  oj  j at  things^ 
f wine  on  the  lees  well  refried^  which  God  will 
make  to  all  nations^  upon  mount  Sion,  when  he 
receives  them  hol\\ffaJe  and found,  Luke  xv. 
II — 32.  Ifai.  XXV.  6. 

5.  As  thofe  of  the  twelve  tribes,  who  re- 
ceived the  gofpel  in  the  times  of  the  apoftles, 
were  defigned  to  be  a kind  of  firfi-fruits  of  bis 
creatures  in  general.  Jam.  i.  18.  as  the  word 
frji-fruits  is  eminently  jewilh,  certainly  they 
might  be  the  frji-fruits  of  their  own  nation, 
as  well  as  of  others  -,  and  as,  after  the  fealing 
of  144,000  the  tribes  of  Ifrael,  in  Con- 
ftan  tine’s  time.  Rev.  vii.  4 — 8.  we  read  of 
another  144,000,  under  the  feventh  trumpet, 
who  were  probably  Jews,  funding  with  the 
Lamb  on  mount  Sion  ; being  redeemed  fro7n 
among  men,  to  be  the  frf -fruits  to  God  and 
the  Lamb,  ch.  xiv.  i — 4.  it  is  natural  to  ex- 
ped:,  both  that  that  number  of  Jews  will^dand 

with 
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with  the  Lamb  on  mount  Sion,  and  be  the 
' jvrji-fruits  of  others  of  their  own  nation,  who 
lhall  afterwards  be  born  to  God.  And  of  all 
thefe  different  perfbfts,.  God  has  taught  us  to 
fay,  as  well  as  of  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and  Jacob, 
If  the  frjl- fruits  be  holy.,  the  lump  is  alfo  holy ; 
and  if  the  root  .be . holy,  fo  are  the  branches, 
Rom.  xi.  16. 

6.  As  the  Lord  has  faid  fo  much  to  the 
gentile  church  about  the  Jews  ; as  he  has,  in 
every  place  where  his  gofpel  comes,  publifhed 
the  tendernefs  of  infpired  men,  and  efpecially 
of  the  great  apoftle  of  the  gentiles  for  them  ; 
(fee  Rom.  ix.  1—5.)  and  impreffed,  by  his 
fpirit,  fome  image  of  the  fame  afFe<ft:ion  to 
them,  upon  the  hearts  of  his  minifters  and 
people  in  every  age ; as  he  had  made  fo  many 
allufions  to  jewifh  worfhip  and  ordinances, 
though  now  abrogated,  both  in  thofe  writings 
of  their  own  prophets,  which  refpedl  gofpel 
times,  and  in  that  revelatim  which  concludes 
the  facred  canon  ; and  efpecially,  as  he  has 
called  the  whole  church  of  God,  to  the  end  of 
time,  Jews,  and  the  Ifrael  of  God,  Rom.  ii. 
28,  29.  Gal.  vi.  16.  all  thefe  confiderations 
tend  to  realize  the  hope,  that  God  will,  in 
due  time,  bring  home  his  banilhed  ones  of 
that  nation.  And,  > 

7.  When  the  end  of  their  rejedlion  is  fully 
anfwered,  they  may  certainly  be  reftored  again: 
and  when  the  means  appointed  for  their  refto- 
ration  (which  were  even  occafioned  by  their 
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rejection)  are  put  in'  full  exertion,  the  end 
defigncd  of  God  mu  ft  be  effetted.  Have  they 
flwnbledt  fays  the  apoftlc,  that  they  Jhould 
finally  and  for  ever falH  Far  be  it\  nothing 
was  ever  farther,  from  the  thought  of  their 
covenant  God.  But  their  fall  was  eventually 
the  riches  of  the  'world’,  and  by  it  fahation  came 
to  the  gentiles,  on  purpofe  hereafter  to  provoke 
that  unbelieving  people  to  a holy  emulation, 
when  they  fee,  in  one  country  and  another, 
how  happy  the  gofpel  makes  the  world. 
Blindnefs  then  in  part  has  happened  to  Ifrael ; 
and  will  continue  upon  fome  of  them  till  the 
fulnefs  of  the  gentiles  fhall  be  brought  in,  under 
the  feventh  trumpet ; and fo,  that  is,  by  bring- 
ing in  the  fulnefs  of  the  gentiles,  all  Ijrael Jhall 
be  faved ; as  fome  of  them  had  been  before,  by 
the  partial  in-gathering  of  the  gentiles,  under 
the  prefent  trumpet.  And  when  the  gentiles 
have  fully  obtained  mercy, through  their  unbeliefs 
then  ft) all  they  obtain  mercy  through  our  mercy, 
Rom.  xi.  11,  12,  25,  26,  31,  32.  But, 

II.  We  proceedto  more  positive  proofs 

OF  THEIR  FUTURE  CONVERSION. 

And  here  we  may  obferve,  i.  That  the 
relation  which  the  Lord  has  taken  the  Jews 
into  with  himfclf,  proves  their  future  conver- 
fion.  He  faid  to  Abraham,  Gen.  xvii.  7.  1 will 
ejiablijb  my-irovenant  between  me  and  thee,  and 
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thy  feed  after  thee^  in  their  generations , for  an 
everlajting  covenant ^ to  be  a God  to  thee^  and  to 
thy  feed  after  thee  : accordingly,  he  has  always 
called  and  treated  them  as  his  peculiar 
above  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  j faying  to 
Pharaoh,  Exod.  iv.  22.  Thus  faith  the  Lord, 
Ifrael  is  my  fon,  my  firjl  born ; and  to  other 
kings  afterwards,  Touch  not  mine  anointed,  and 
do  my  prophets  no  harm,  i Chron.  xvi,  22. 
And,  as  the  Lord  faid  to  Mofes,  at  the  biijls, 
I am  the  God  of  Abraham,  the  God  of  Ifaac,  and 
the  God  of  facob,  Exod.  iii.  15.  Mark  xii. 
26,  27.  this  both  declared,  that  their  fouls 
were  then  living  ; that  their  bodies  fliould  be 
raifcd  at  the  lift  day  ; that  God  had  prepared 
for  both  parts  of  their  nature  a more  glorious 
city  than  any  they  could  have  left  upon  earth, 
when  they  became  ftrangers  and  fojourners 
with  him ; and  alfo,  that  Abraham’s  feed  fliould 
be  preferved  to  the  end  of  time,  and  many 
of  them  be  made  happy ; which  is  farther 
fealed  by  the  gracious  declaration  fubjoined. 
This  is  my  name  for  ever  \ and  this  is  my  memorial 
to  all  generations  ; for  God  cannot  have  taken 
a name  for  ever,  which  he  will  not  realize,  nor 
a memorial,  which  fliall  (land  for  nothing ; fee 
Pfal.  cxxxv.  13,  14.  Hof.  xii.  5.  The  Jews 
therefore  will  indifputably  be  brought  toGod; 
for  the  Lord  has  not  caji  away  his  people  whom 
be  foreknew',  and  to  Ifraelites  now  pertain 

the  adoption,  and  the  glory,  and  the  covenants, 
aud  the  giving  of  the  law,  and  the  fervice  of  God, 
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and  the promifes . IJis  gifts  and  callings  to  them 
are  without  repentance  ; and  they  a re  belo’ued 
for  their  fathers  fake,  Rom.  ix.  4.  xi.  2, 
28,  29. 

2.  The  promifes  of  fcripture  prove  it.  In 
vain  would  the  Lord  call  himfelf  their  Gody  if 
he  did  not,  by  his  grace,  adapt  them  to  enjoy, 
him.  And  though  the  veily  which  was  once 
upon  Mofes’s  face,  is  now  upon  their  heart -y 
neverthelefs  when  it  fall  turn  to  the  Lord,  the 
*ueil  fall  be  taken  away-,  2 Cor.  iii.  15,  16. 
for  the  deliverer  Jhall  come  to  mount  Sion  ; (as 
John  faw  him  there.  Rev.  xiv..  i — 5.)  and 
fall  turn  away  ungodlinefs  from  facob ; for 
-this  isGodi^  covenant  with  themy  when  he  Jhall 

take  away  their  fns ; Rom.  xi.  25 — 27.  for 
behold  the  days  come y faith  the  Lord,  that  I will 
make  a new  covenant  with  them,  1 will  put  my 
laws  into  their  mindy  See.  fee  Jer.  xxxi . 3 1 —34. 
and  Heb.  viii.  8 — 12.  He  will  caufe  them 
to  pafs  under  the  rod,  and  bring  them  again  into 
the  bond  of  the  covenant.  And  when  he  re- 
members his  covenant  with  them,  as  in  the  days 
of  their  youth,  then  fhall  they  remember  their 
ways,  and  be  afhamed,  Ezek.  xvi.  60,  61. 
XX.  34 — 44.  For  he  WiW  fprinkle  clean  water 
upon  them,  and  they  fall  be  clean ; fee  ch . xxx  vi. 
and  xxxvii.  throughout  ; and  pour  upon  them 
the  fpirit  of  grace  and  the  fpirit  of  fupplications, 
Zech.  xii.  iQ. 

3.  The  tenlporal glory  defigned  for  that  peo- 
ple would  be  hfelefs  to  them,  and  mifehievous 
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to  the  world,  if  the  renewing  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft  was  not  fhed  lipon  them.  The  pro- 
phecies and  promifes  which  defcribe  the  nature 
and  extent  of  their  national  profperity,  will  be 
conlidered  hereafter  j but  as  thefe  prophecies 
will  be  accomplifhed  near,  and  in  the  time  of 
the  millennium,  perhaps  this  circumftance 
alone  proves  that  fpiritual  profperity  will  at- 
tend, heighten,  and  fandlify  their  temporal 
glory. 

4.  There  is  a circumftance  which  relates  to 
the  breaking-off  oi  thefe  natural  branches^  from 
their  good  olive-tree  the  church,  which  forms 
a ground  of  encouragement,  that  they  (hall  be 
grafted  in  again,  Rom.  xi.  17 — 26.  Obferve, 
the  Gentiles  will  not  be  broken  off,  when  the 
Jews  are  grafted  in;  confequently  the  Gentiles 
W'ere  not  grafted  in  the  Jews  place  : the  place 
of  the  Jews  therefore  remains  vacant  and  void 
in  this  olive-tree^  and  will  till  they  are  grafted 
in.  But  as  the  myllical  body  of  Chrilf  will 
be  imperfedl,  till  all  the  members  which  be- 
long to  the  eledlion  of  grace  are  joined  to  it, 
fo  will  this  olive-tree  the  church  be,  without 
all  its  branches.  That  tree  however,  no  ' 
more  than  the  mydical  body  of  Chrift,  caa 
be  incomplete  at  the  day  of  judgment  ; 
yet  it  would  be  fo,  if  any  of  its  natural 
branches  Oiould  be  then  w'^anting,  or  not 
grafted  in;  True,  the  vilible  church,  in  every 
age,  lofes  its  dead  members  and  branches;  but 
the  above  fcriptnre  fpeaks  of  thofe  vt\io partake 
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of  the  roott  and  fat  nefs  of  the  olive-tree',  and 
are  therefore  radically  and  vitally  in  it.  Be- 
fides,  as  the  receiving  of  them  will  be  life  from 
the  dead  to  the  Gentiles,  this  teaches  us,  that 
there  will  be  a comparative  death  upon  the 
gentile  branches,  till  the  Jews  are  received  in 
again  ; and  as  their  diminution  was  the  riches  of 
the  Gentiles,  we  may  be  fure  that  the  Lord 
will  not  always  withhold  from  the  Gentiles 
the  fuperior  life  and  riches,  which  they  are  to 
attain  by  their  fulnefs',  fee  ver.  12 — 15. 

5.  Providence  has,  in  every  age,  fealed  its 
gracious  defigns  in  favour  of  the  Jews,  by  their 
aftonifhingprefervationamongft  their  enemies; 
and  by  keeping  them  diftindl  from  all  the 
nations  among  whom  they  dwell,  both  by  a 
conftant  operation  upon  their  minds,  and  by 
the  general  diflike  of  the  Gentiles  to  them. 
The  Lord  had  alTured  them,  that  though  he 
made  a full  end  of  all  the  nations  whither  he  had 
fcattered  thetn,  he  would  not  make  a full  end  of 
them,  Jer.  iv.  27.  v.  10, 1 8.  xxx.  1 1.  xlvi.  28. 
It  was  for  his  own  glory  that  he  gave,  and  he 
will  therefore  keep,  this  promife ; which  has 
made  them  as  vilibly  a fign  to  the  nations  at 
large,  as  ever  they  had  been  to  the  neighbour- 
ing countries,  in  their  wonderful  journey  from 
Egypt  to  Canaan.  And,  indeed,  what  one 
nation  was  ever  like  the  Jews,  either  in  their 
former  glory,  or  their  prefent  fhame  ? In 
whatever  ftate  we  find  them,  according  to 
Balaam’s  prophecy,  they  dwell  alone,  and  arc 
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not  reckoned  among  the  nations^  Num.  xxIH.  9. 
for  the  Lord  has  peculiar  defigns  to  anfwcr 
upon  them ; and  he  has  taught  us  to  reafon 
from  their  prefervation  to  their  future  refiora^ 
tion^  both  temporal  and  fpiritual,  Ifai.  xlix.  6. 
But  we  proceed  to  confider. 


III.  The  time  when  we  may  hope  that 

THEIR  GENERAL  CONVERSION  WILL 
BEGIN. 

And  here  many  things  incline  me  to  believe, 
that  it  will  begin  before  the  feventh  trumpet 
founds  A.  D.  1866,  to  call  them  to  their  own 
land  ; for  not  to  fay,  that  if  grace  had  not 
taken  a previous  polTeffion  of  their  hearts, 
fome  of  them  at  leaft,  who  live  in  the  remoteft 
places  from  Jerufalem,  would  not  have  for- 
titude to  encounter  the  difficulties  which  attend 
their  return,  we  may  obferve, 

1.  That,  as  the  evangelizing  the  Gentiles 
will  be  a gradual  work,  and  begun  under  this 
trumpet,  fo  may  alfo  that  of  the  Jewsj  which 
is  the  more  probable,  becaufe,  both  under  the 
fxih  fealy  and  the  feventh  trumpet y the  con- 
verlion  of  the  Jews  precedes  that  of  the  Gen- 
tiles ; fee  Rev.  vii.  4 — 9.  xiv.  i — 7. 

2.  We  read  of  John’s  meafuring  the  temple 
of  Gody  the  altar y and  them  that  worfiip  at  it, 
in  the  time  of  this  fixth  trumpet.  Rev.  xi.  i,  2. 
and  thefe  jewifla  phrafes  favour  the'  idea,  that 
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the  converfion  of  that  people  may  probably 
begin  under  this  prefent  trumpet:  and  if  ApoT 
lyoriy  who  comes  forth  under  the  fifth  trumpet, 
perfecutes  believing  Gentiles  under  the  fixth, 
at  the  head  of  his  eaftern  and  weftern  locujis  ; 
the  fame  enemy,  under  his  Hebrew  name 
Abaddon^  may  doubtlels  do  the  fame  againft 
the  Jews,  as  converted,  as  well  as  in  their  in- 
fidelity, for  a part  of  the  fame  time  ; fee  Rev- 
ix.  II,  19. 

3.  The  myjlery  of  Gody  which  is  to  be finified 
when  the  feventh  angel  fiall  begin  to  found. 
Rev.  X.  7.  whatever  elfe  it  implies,  fignifies 
that  myftery  of  the  union  of  Jews  and  Gen- 
tiles in  one  church  Rate,  which  he  has  declared 
to  his  fervants  the  prophets,  Rom.  xvi.  25,  26. 
now  the  finilhing  of  this  myftery  under  the 
feventh  trumpet,  fuppofes  it  begun  under 
this. 

4.  When  the  feventh  trumpet  founds,  we 
find  the  twenty -four  elders,  who  are  the  heads 
of  the  jewifh  and  chriftian  church,  upon  their 
thrones  before  God,  Rev.  xi.  16.  which  proves, 
that  they  had  been  converted  before  that 
trumpet  founded.  And  the  fame  may  be  fahi 
of  the  144,000,  who  Rand  with  the  Lamb  on 
mount  Sion,  at  the  beginning  of  that  trumpet. 
Rev.  xiv.  I — 4. 

And  while  thefe  confiderations  incline  us  to 
expedl,  that  their  converfion  will  begin  before 
the  feventh  trumpet  founds  A.  D.  1866,  it  is 
probable  that  it  will  begin  about  A.  D.  1816; 
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becaufe  it  was  revealed  to  Daniel,  ch.  viii. 
13,  14.  that  after  2300  days,  or  as  the  LXX 
read  it,  after  2400  days^  that  is,  years,  from 
the  time  of  the  ceajirig  of  the  daily  facrijice,  the 
fanBuary  fhould  be  cleanfed : now  the  daily 
facrifice  ceafed  by  means  of  the  Babylonians, 
in  Daniel’s  days,  584  years  before  Chrift’s 
time  j to  which  add  2400  years,  and  it  points 
out  A.  D.  1816,  for  the  clcanfing  of  the 
fandtuary ; though  perhaps  ver.  14.  intimates 
that  the  hoft^  or  the  jewifh  people  in  general, 
will  continue  to  be  trodden  down  fome  years 
after  that.  But  if  the  Jews  about  Jerufalem  arc 
converted  by  A.  D.  1816,  it  is  natural  tofup- 
pofe  that  they  will,  in  fome  fenfe,  cleanfe  the 
iandluary,  by  the  above  time ; which  we  are 
fure  they  did  not  at  the  end  of  2300  days,  or 
at  A.  D.  1716.  See  my  Remarks  on  the  Re^ 
Delation,  p.  191—194. 
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CHAP.  II. 

OF  THE  JEWS  RETURN  TO  THEIR 
OWN  LAND. 

And  here,  I.  We  are  to  prove  that 

THEY  SHALL  RETURN  TO  THE  LAND- OF 
CANAAN. 

They  muft  return,  i.  Becaufe  that  land 
was  fettled  upon  them  in  the  original 
grant  of  it  to  Abraham,  Gen.  xii.  7.  The 
Lord  appeared  to  Abram i and  faidj  unto  thy  feed 
•will  1 give  this  land.  And  when  Lot  was 
feparated  from  him  he  added,  ch.  xiii.  15. 
All  the  land  which  thou  feeji,  to  thee  will  I give 
it,  and  to  thy  feed  for  ever.  And  again,  having 
declared  that  he  would  be  a God  to  him  and 
to  his  feed  after  him,  in  their  generations,  ch. 
xvii.  7,  he  adds,  ver.  8.  I will  give  unto  thee, 
and  to  thy  feed  after  thee,  the  land  wherein  thou 
art  a jiranger,  all  the  land  of  Canaan,  jor  an 
everlajiing  poffejjion.  This  deed  of  gift,  which 
was  publilhed  three  times  to  Abraham,  was 
afterwards  declared  to  Ifaac,  Gen.  xxvi.  3. 
and  again  confirmed  to  Jacob,  in  the  prefence 
of  the  angels  of  God,  ch.  xxviii.  1 2 — 1 5.  and 
frequently  renewed,  with  great  folemnity,  to 
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their  pofterity  j fee  Exod.  vi.  8.  xx.  24.  Jofh. 
i.  2,  3.  and  innumerable  other  places.  And 
this  covenant  being  abfolute,  muft  be  irre- 
vocable ; and  fo  both  Balaam  and  St.  Paul 
underftood  it,  Num.  xxiii.  19.  Rom.  xi.  29. 
And  the  old  teftament  faints  in  general  pleaded, 
and  refted  upon  this  engagement  of  infinite 
veracity,  in  their  feveral  ftraits  and  difficulties  ; 
fee  Pf.  Ixxiv.  20.  Ifai.  Ixiii.  15,  16.  and  well 
they  might  for, 

2.  Not  only  God's  perfecStlons  in  general, 
(land  bound  by  this  promife  to  many  unborn 
Jews,  but  even  his  life,  his  glory,  and  all 
that  he  has  and  is.  It  was  the  felf-exiftent, 
immutable,  and  eternal  JEHOVAH,  who  faid 
to  Abram,  To  thy  feed  will  I give  this  land^ 
Gen.  xii.  7,  therefore  fays  Habakkuk,  ch.  i.  1 2* 
Art  thou  not  from  everlajiingy  O Jehovah^  my 
Gody  mine  holy  one  ? therefore  we  fiall  not  die, 
though  we  are  corredted.  And,  as  among 
men,  an  oath  for  confirmation  is  to  them  an  end 
of  all  firife,  fo  when  God  made  promife  to  Abra- 
ham, becaufe  he  could  fwear  by  no  greater,  he 
Jware  by  himfelj,  faying,  fur ely,  blejjing  I will 
blefs  thee ; and  multiplying  I will  multiply  theei 
And  in  that  engagement  it  was  exprefsly  pro- 
mi  fed,  "Ihy  feed  Jhall  poffefs  the  gate  of  his  ene- 
mies, Gen.  xxii.  16 — 18.  Heb.  vi.  13 — 16. 
The  covenant  of  grace  therefore,  cannot  fland 
firmer  than  this  divine  obligation  to  the  feed 
of  Abraham ; for  it  is  irnpofiible  for  God 
himfelf  to  go  beyond  this  fecurity.  As  I live 
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faith  the  LO^D . Yet  as  God  is  not  an  object 
of  fenfe,  and  we  cannot  view  him  with  fixed 
immoveable  eyes, 

3.  He  has  reprefentcd  his  engagements 
with  the  houfe  of  Ifrael,  as  more  firm  and 
liable  than  the  mod  durable  things  in  nature. 
Providence  fet  the  mountains  round  about  feru- 
falem^  as  a kind  of  natural  reprefen tation  how 
the  LORD  is  roundabout  his  people,  from  hence- 
forth and  even  jor  ever,  Pf.  cxxv.  2.  And 
having  faid  to  his  church  in  general.  The 
mountains  foall  depart,  and  the  hills  be  removed’, 
but  my  kindnefs  JJjall  not  depart  from  thee,  nei- 
ther Jhall  the  covenant  oj  my  peace  be  removed ; 
for  this  is  as  the  waters  oJ  Noah  unto  me,  &c. 
Ifai.  liv.  9,  10.  to  bring  home  this  grace  to 
the  feed  of  Abraham  his  friend,  Thus  faith 
the  LORD,  Jer.  xxxi.  35,  36.  which  giveth  the 
fun  for  a light  by  day,  and  the  ordinances  of 
'the  moon  and  fiars  for  a light  by  night ; which 
divideth  the  fea,  when  the  waters  thereof  roar, 
the  LORD  oj  hofs  is  his  name.  If  thofe  ordi- 
TJjances  depart  from  before  me,  faith  the  LORD, 
then  the  feed  of  Ifrael  floall  alfo  ceafe  from 
being  a nation  before  me  for  ever.  He  adds, 
ver.  37.  Thus  faith  the  LORD.  If  heaven  above 
can  be  meafured,  and  the  foundations  of  the 
earth  fearched  out  beneath,  I will  alfo  cajl  off  all 
the  feed  of  Ifrael,  for  all  that  they  have  done, 
faith  the  LORD  fee  alfo  ch.  xxxiii.  20,  21, 
25,  26.  And  to  lead  our  thoughts  to  future 
and  yet  more  durable  things,  it  is  declared, 
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liai.  Ixvi.  22.  As  the  new  heavens  and  new 
earth  which  I will  make  jhall  remain  before  me^ 
faith  the  LORD,  fo  fiall  your  feed  and  your 
name^remain.  Accordingly,  he  has- engraven 
the  names  of  the  twelve  apoflles  of  the  Lamb, 
who  were  all  Jews,  on  the  foundations  of  the 
heavenly  city.  And  an4nfinitely  greater  Jew, 
Chrift  Jefus,  in  his  complex  perfon  as  God- 
man,  is  the  elTential  covenant  of  every  thing, 
which  the  Lord  ever  promifed  his  gentile,  or 
his  jewifh  people,  Ifai.  xlii.  6.  xlix.  8 — 16. 
This  reminds  me  to  add,  that  the  Jews  muft 
indifputably  be  reftorcd,  both  to  their  ancient 
temporal  and  fpiritual  glory. 

4.  Becaufe  Ifaiah  declares  that  one  impor- 
tant end  of  Chriff’s  incarnation  was,  to  raife 
up  the  tribes  of  facob,  and  to  reftore  the  pre- 
ferved  of  Ifrael,  ch.  xlix.  6.  And  whether  he 
does  or  not  hereafter,  in  any  extraordinary 
manner,  reftore  their  genealogies,  diftinguifti 
their  tribes,  and  feparate  real  from  the  pre- 
tended offspring  of  Abraham,  as  fome  Jews 
expedt,  we  are  fure  that  they  will  be  made  his 
footjtool,  who  are  enemies  to  him  as  king  of  the 
Jews,  or  under  any  other  of  his  charadters, 
Pf.  cx.  I.  God  has  alfo  efpecially  faid,  Pf. 
ii.  6.  I have  fet  my  king  upon  my  holy  hill  of 
Zion,  where  David  his  father  reigned  : and  of 
the  increafe  of  his  government  and  peace,  there 
ffiall  be  no  end  j upon  the  throne  of  David,  and 
upon  his  kingdom,  to  order  it,  and  to  efiablifi  it, 
with  judgment  and  with  j.uftice,f  rQm  henceforth 
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even  for  ever,  Ifai.  ix.  7.  Therefore  faid  the 
angel  to  the  bleffed  virgin,  Luke  i.  32,  33. 
^he  JLordGod p^llgive  unto  him  the  throne  oj  his 
father  David,  and  he  fall  reign  over  the  houfe 
of  facob  for  ever-,  and  of  his  kingdom  there  fall 
be  no  end : and  will  not  the  moon  be  confounded, 
and  the  fun  ajhamed,  when  the  LORD  of  hojis 
reigns  in  mount  Zion,  in  ferufalem,  and  before 
his  ancients glorioufy  f Ifai.  xxiv.  23. 

5.  Left  the  prefent  difperlion  of  the  Jews 
Ihould  ftagger  their  faith  or  ours,  we  may  ob- 
ferve,  that  their  rcftoration  to  their  own  land 
has  been  generally  notified  to  them,  before  or 
in  the  time  of  every  captivity.  Before  Abram 
had  any  children,  the  Lord  awoke  his  heart  to 
pray  for  them  by  thefe  words,  Gen.  xv.  13,  14. 
Know  of  a furety,  that  thy  feed pall  be  a f ranger 
in  a land  that  is  not  theirs,  and p:)all  Jerve  them  ; 
and  they  fall  affiibl  them  four  hundred  years ; 
and  alfo  that  nation  whom  they  fall  ferve  will 
I judge ; and  afterwards  fall  they  come  out  with 
great  fubfiance,  viz.  to  this  land  which  1 have 
given  thy  feed,  ver.  18 — 21.  And  Mofes, 
having  predidted  their  various  miferies  and 
difperfions,  Deut.  xxviii.  1 5 to  the  end,  and 
xxix.  20  to  the  end,  tells  them,  ch.  xxx.  5. 
and  Lev.  xxvi.  40 — 45.  that  the  Lord  would 
bring  them  again  to  the  land  which  their  fathers 
pofeffed.  And  Solomon’s  prater  at  the  dedi- 
cation of  the  temple,  together  with  the 
anfwer  to  it,  alTured  them  of  their  reftoration 
from  captivity  when  they  prayed  for  it  fee 

2 Chron. 


return  to  Canaan. 


27 

2 Chron,  vi.  36 — 39.  and  vii.  1,14.  And  before 
Ifrael  was  taken  captive  by  the  AfTyrians,  the 
Lord  faid  of  them  by  Amos,  ch.  ix.  8,  9. 
1 will  dejlroy  the  Jinful  kingdom  from  off  the  Jace 
of  the  earth ; faving  that  I will  not  utterly 
dejlroy  the  houfe  cj  Jacoby  Jaith  the  LORD. 
For  lo  I I will  command^  and  I will  fft  the 
houfe  of  Ifrael  among  all  nations j like  as  corn  is 
fijted  in  a feve ; yet  Jhall  not  the  leajl  grain 
fall  upon  the  earth.  Judah’s  captivity  in  Ba- 
bylon was  fixed  to  feventy  years,  Jer.  xxv. 
II,  1 2.  Dan.  ix.  2.  And  when  their  defendants 
were  going  to  perpetrate  a crime  which  never 
was,  nor  can  be  parallelled  upon  earth,  viz. 
murdering  the  Son  of  God,  he  told  his  dif- 
ciples  that,  for  the  eleSi' s fakey  the  Roman 
ravages  upon  Jerufalem  Ihould  be  fhortened. 
Mat.  xxiv.  ’22.  and  that  that  city  fhould  be 
trodden  under foot  of  the  Gentiles y only  till  the 
times  of  the  Gentiles  Jfhould  be  Julfilledy  Luke 
xxi.  24.  and  Chrift’s  anfwer  to  their  inquiry, 
about  the  time  of  God’s  mercy  to  that  city,  a 
little  before  his  afcenfion,  ferved  to  afilire 
them,  that  the  kingdom  fhould  be  rejiored  to 
Ifraely  though  they  were  not  to  know  the 
time,  Adts  i.  6,  7.  yet  the  furviver  of  them 
was  permitted  to  fee  in  Patmos,  that  when 
the  fixth  trumpet  fliould  found,  the  Gentiles 
were  to  tread  the  holy  city  under  footy  only  for 
its  1 260  years,  or  forty-two  7nonthsy  Rev.  xi.  2. 
which  are  now  near  their  conclufion. 
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6.  Many  prophecies  which  have  never  yet 
been  accompliflied,  hold  out  this  hope  to  us 
from  God.  To  feledl  a few  of  them.  After 
theLord  has  been  found  of  the  gentile  nations, 
who  fought  him  7iotj  he  has  refolved,  I will 
bring  forth  a feed  out  oj  Jacoby  and  out  of 
yudah  an  inheritor  of  my  mountains  ; and  mine 
ele5i  Jhall  inherit  it,  and  my  fervants  fiall  dwell 
therey  Ifai.  Ixv.  i,  9.  For  faith  he,  ch.  xi. 
II — 16.  It  Jhall  come  to pafs  in  that  dajy  viz. 
in  Chrift’s  time,  ver.  i — 10.  that  the  LORD 
Jlmll  fet  his  hand  again  the  fecond  timcy  to  recover 
the  remnant  of  his  people y that  fiall  be  left,  &c. 
And  he  ftjall  fet  up  an  enfign  for  the  nations, 
and  fmll  ajfemble  the  out-cafts  of  Ifrael,  and 
gather  together  the  difperfed  of  fudahy  from 
the  four  corners  of  the  earth.  Then  fall 
Mphraim  envy  fudah,  and  yudah  vex  Rphraim 
no  more,  when  they  fiy  upon  the  foulders  of 
the  Philifines  towards  the  wejl,  and  when  they 
Jpoil  thofe  of  the  eaji  together.  Thefe  words 
Ipeak  of  a fecond  general  recovery,  both  of 
Judah  and  Ifrael,  which  is  to  take  place  in 
gofpel  times  3 and  which  is  to  refemble  the 
deliverance  of  the  hofts  of  the  Lord  out  of 
Pigypty  to  which  it  is  exprefsly  compared, 
ver,  16.  and  for  all  thefe  reafons,  could  not 
receive  its  accomplifhrnent  in  the  return  of  the 
Jews  from  Babylon.  That  falvation  was  far 
lefs  than  their  deliverance  out  of  Egypt,  and 
therefore  could  not  make  it  forgotten ; but  of 
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this  it  is  faid,  Jer,  xxiii.  5 — 8.  In  his,  viz., 
Chrift’s  days,  'Judah  JJmll  be  faved,  and  Ifrael 
Poall dwell  fajely.  Ihereiore,  becaufe  this  fhall 
certainly  be  effedbed,  behold  the  days  come,  faith 
the  LORD,  that  they  ^oall  no  more  Jay,  I he 
LORD  liveih,  which  brought  up  the  children 
of  Ifrael  out  oj  the  land  of'  Egypt ; but  the 
LORD  liveth  which  brought  up,  and  which  led 
the  feed  oJ'  the  houfe  of  Ifrael  out  of  the  north 
country,  and  from  all  countries  whither  I had 
driven  them ; and  they  fmll  dwell  in  their  own 
land.  Again,  thus  faith  the  LORD  by  Jere- 
miah, ch.  XXX.  3,  18.  I will  bring  again  the 
captivity  of  Jacob's  tents,  that  is,  of  my  people 
Ifrael  and  Judah  j and  I will  caufe  them  to 
return  to  the  land,  that  I gave  to  their  fathers, 
and  they  fall  pojj'ej's  it.  And  after  many  pro- 
mifes  to  the  fame  purpofe,  ch.  xxxi.  he  adds, 
ver.  27,  28.  I will  fow  the  houj'e  of  Ifrael,  and 
the  houfe  of  Judah,  with  the  feed  of  man,  and 
with  the  feed  of  beaf  and  I will  watch  over 
them  to  build  and  to  plant,  faith  the  LORD  ; 
who  afterwards  tells  us  of  the  new  covenant 
which  he  will  make  with  them,  ver.  31 — 34. 
Again,  ch.  xxxiii.  7,  &c.  I will  caufe  the  cap- 
tivity of  Judah,  and  the  captivity  of  Ifrael  to 
return  ; and  I will  build  them  as  at  the  frjl. 
And  w'hen  the  branch  of  right coufncfs  is  grown 
up  unto  David,  that  is,  in  gofpel' times,  'Judah 
Jljail  be  fi'pcd,  and  Ifrael  Jhall  dwell JaJely  -,  for 
I will  caufe  their  captivity  to  return,  and  have 
mercy  on  them,  ver.  15,  16,  26. 
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Ezekiel  is  entertained  with  the  fame  pro fpedl, 
ch.  XX.  34,  &c.  I will  gather  you  out  of  the 
countries ^ wherein  ye  are  fcatteredy  &c.  and 
I will  bring  you  into  the  wilder nejs  oj  the  people , 
for  in  my  holy  mountain^  in  the  mountain  oJ  the 
height  of  Ijraeh  faith  the  LORD  Gody  there 
Jhall  all  the  houje  oJ  Ijraely  all  of  them  in  the 
land  ferve  'me ; and  there  will  I accept  them. 
And  having  promlfed,  ch.  xxxvi.  1 1,  24,  &c. 
to  take  them  from  among  the  heatheuy  to  gather 
them,  out  of  all  countriesy  to  bring  them  to 
their  own  landy  and  to  multiply  tliem  there  ; 
he  adds,  1 will  Jettle  you  after  your  old  efatesi 
and  I will  do  better  Jor  you  than  at  your  be- 
ginnings, By  Hofea  it  is  declared,  ch.  i.  ii. 
ii.  15,  &c.  iii.  4,  5.  that  when  the  children 
of  Ifrael  have  continued  many  days  without  a 
king ; afterwards  they  Jhall  return y and  feek 
the  LORD  their  Gody  and  David  their  king  ; 
and JJoall  fear  the  LORD  and  his  goodnefsy  in 
the  latter  days.  And  they,  and  the  children 
of  fudah  Jloall  be  gathered  together y and  appoint 
them  one  heady  and  come  up  out  of  the  land. 
Yea,  fhe  ihall  go  through  the  valley  of  Ach or y 
as  a door  of  hope  \ and  fng  there,  as  in  the 
days  of  her  youthy  as  ihe  is  going  to  be  be- 
trothed to  the  Lord  jor  ever.  Micah  alfo 
teftifies  on  God’s  behalf,  ch.  ii.  12.  I will 
ftirely  ajfembky  O Jacob y all  of  thecy  I will  furely 
gather  the  remnant  of  Ifrael ; 1 will  put  them 
together  as  the  Jheep  oj  Bozrahy  as  the  fock 
in  the  midjl  of  their  fold.  And  Zechariah 
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witneffeth,  ch.  ii.  12.  xli.  6.  T'he  LORD 
pall  inherit  yudah  his  portion  in  the  holy  land, 
and  pall  choofe  yerujale?n  again  ; which  (hall 
he  inhabited  again  in  her  own  place,  even  in 
Jerufalem.  See  farther  on  this  fubjedl, 

Il’ai.  ii.  2,  3,  5.  xiv.  i,  2,  32.  xxvii.  12,  13. 
xl.  2,  5.  xlix.  1 3 — 26.  and  ei'pecially  the  feven 
laft  chapters. 

Jer.  xvi.  14,  15.  xxxii.  7 — 15,  36 — 44. 
Ezek.  xxxiv.  throughout,  and  xxxvii.  19 — 28. 

Hof.  iii.  13,  14.  Joel  iii.  20.  Amos  ix. 
II  — 15. 

Micah  iv.  6 — 8.  vii.  8,  9, 1 1,  20.  and  Zeph. 
iii.  9,  10. 

II.  That  isra^l,  or  the  ten  tribes 

SHALL  BE  BROUGHT  BACK  TO  CANAAN, 

AS  WELL  AS  JUDAH  AND  BENJAMIN. 

To  this  it  may  be  objedled,  i.  That  the  ten 
tribes  are  lb  mingled  with  the  nations,  by 
intermarriages  with  them,  that  it  is  impofiible 
to  man  to  diftinguilh  them,  without  an  imme- 
diate revelation  from  heaven.  Anf,  It  will 
be  readily  granted,  that  many  families  of  every 
tribe  may  be  lofi;  to  the  houfe  of  Ifrael,  in  the 
manner  which  this  objeilion  fuppofes  3 yet, 
(i.)  If  there  had  not  been  purely  Ifraelitifh 
perfons  and  families,  of  every  tribe,  in  the 
days  of  Conjiantine,  how  could  it  have  been 
faid,  that  there  were  feakd  of  every  tribe 
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12,000  ? Rev.  vii.  4 — 8.  Perhaps  neither 
the  world  nor  the  church  knew  of  many  of 
thefe  perfons,  much  lefs  could  diftinguifh  their 
relation  to  their  feveral  tribes  ^ but  that  hand 
which  had  preferved  thefe  hidden  ones^  pointed 
them  out  by  the  Jeal  oj  God  upon  them,  in  the 
order  of  their  tribes,  to  John  in  Patmos.  And 
the  Holy  Ghoft  probably  informed  us  of  what 
he  did  for  them  in  the  fourth  century,  that 
our  faith  might  not  dagger  at  the  thought,  of 
his  repeating  the  fame  favours  at  A.  D.  1866. 
(2.)  The  Lord  prom i fed  the  houfe  of  Ifrael,  as 
well  as  xht  houfe  (f  fudahy  (Jer.  iv.  27.  v.  10, 
18.  xlvi.  28.)  that  he  would  not  make  a 
full  end  of  themy  Jer.  xxx.  3 — ii.  therefore 
he  has  not  made  a full  end  of  them,  nor 
ever  will ; yea  he  muft  have  preferved  the 
former  diftindl  from  the  Gentiles,  as  well  as 
the  latter  ; and  will  hereafter  call  the  nations 
to  atteft  the  immutability  of  his  counfels,  by 
their  return  to  Canaan,  with  the  two  tribes. 

Obj.  2.  Suppofing  the  ten  tribes  to  have  . 
increafed,  in  any  proportion  near  to  that  of 
the  two ; and  if  a confiderable  part  of  North 
America  has  been  peopled  with  them,  from 
the  eaftern  parts  of  Afia,  the  land  of  Canaan, 
however  enlarged  hereafter,  by  any  moderate 
computation,  cannot  contain,  much  lefs  fup- 
port  them,  -^nf  (i.)  It  has  been  already 
obferved,  that  every  tribe  of  Ifrael  may  lofe 
families,  by  their  mingling  with  the  nations ; 
and  probably  this  occurs  to  every  tribe,  in 
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every  age.  (2,)  Neither  Jews  nor  Ifraelites 
will  return  all  at  once  to  Canaan  and  many 
of  them  will  not  return,  till  after  Gog  has 
deftroyed  two-thirds  of  the  Jews,  of  which  we 
fliall  hearin  our  third  chapter.  (3.)Thofewords, 
Ezek.  xxxiv.  27.  the  earth,  or  the  land 
jlmll  yield  her  increaje,  not  being  yet  fulfilled,  no 
man  knows  fully  what  the  earth's  full  increaje 
is.  (4.)  If  we  find  plain  promifes  in  the  ferip- 
ture  of  Ifrael’s  return  to  their  own  land,  we 
mull  take  heed  not  to  fet  providences,  nor 
any  of  the  difficulties  which  fenfe  may  efpy, 
againO:  the  promifes.  Is  any  thing  too  hard 
Jor  the  Lord?  ^ 

Obj.  3.  As  a fmall  number, from  the  feveral 
ten  tribes  returned  with,  or  followed  the  two 
tribes  from  their  captivity,  fo  as  again  to  con- 
flitute  the  twelve  tribes,  Ad;s  xxvi.  7.  James 
i.  I . is  not  their  joint  return  to  Canaan,  fuf- 
ficient  to  anfwer  what  the  feriptures  have  faid 
relating  to  it  ? .and  is  not  this  eafier  to  con- 
ceive of  than  their  general  return  ? AnJ  (1.) 
Believers  of  every  tribe  of  Ifrael,  in  the  apoffles 
days,  might  well  be  called  the  twelve  tribes, 
becaufe  the  holy  feed  was  feminally  the  fubjlance 
of  every  trf^e,  Ifai.  vi.  13.  but  unlefs  it  could 
be  prbved,  that  none  of  the  tribe  of  Judah  or 
Benjamin  will  hereafter  return  to  Canaan,  but 
only  the  defeendants  of  fuch  of  thefe  tribes^ 
who  had  believed  in  the  apoilles  days  (which 
I fuppofe  no  one  will  affert),  there  can  be  no 
reafon  for  confining  Ifrael’s  retur.p,  only  to 
.it  E the 
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the  offspring  of  thofe  few  of  the  ten  tribes, 
which  had  believed  at  that  time.  And,  (2.) 
Not  thofe  only,  of  every  tribe,  who  are  found 
believers  in  Chrift  at  A.  D.  1866,  fhall  return 
to  Canaan ; for  the  dry  bones ^ Ezek.  xxxvii.  1 1 . 
are  the  whole  houfe  oj  IJrael'y  fome  of  whom, 
there  is  reafon  to  fear,  will,  in  a figure,  awake 
to  fiame  and  ever lajiing.cont empty  in  that  day, 
Dan.  xii.  2.  (3.)  If  nothing  lefs  than  their 

general  return,  will  exhauft  the  full  meaning 
of  the  promifes  made  in  their  favour,  they 
mufi:  return  in  the  fame  manner  as  Judah. 
And  we  apprehend  they  will, 

I.  Becaufe  Canaan  was  promifed  for  ever,. 
to  the  feed  of  Abraham  in  general,  who  fhould 
defcend  from  Ifaac  and  Jacob,  Gen.xiii.  15, 16. 
xxi.  12.  xxviii.  13.  And  as  there  were  no 
conditions  expreffed  in  that  original  deed  of 
gift  which  conveyed  it  to  them,  which  could 
occafion  a forfeiture,  if  the  mod  confiderable 
part,  if  five  parts  out  of  fix  of  his  poflerity, 
Ihould  be  generally  deprived  of  it,  what  will 
become  of  the  divine  faithfulnefs,  which  had 
bound  itfelf  by  an  oath  to  his  feed  } True, 
they  may  be  puhifhed  for  violations  of  the 
moral  law,  after  they  have  fhaken  off  the  cere- 
monial yoke  of  bondage,  and  after  the  Lord 
himfelf  has  abolifhed  it ; but  they  fhall  not 
be  deprived  of  their  indefeafible  hereditary 
right  to  the  land  of  promife ; nor  ever  fay 
hereafter,  when  they  fee  two  of  their  brethren 
in  poireffion  of  that  land,  “He  called  himfelf 
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in  vain  the  God  of  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and 
“ Jacob  ; he  faid  in  vain  to  us,  that  he  would 
“ give  us  this  land  in  pofTeffion  : yet  now  our 
**JleJh  is  as  the  JleJJj  oj  our  brethren^  and  our 
“ children  as  their  children”  Neh.  v.  5. 

2.  The  Lord’s  avowal  of  his  relation  to 
Ifrael,  encourages  the  hope  of  their  general 
return.  He  frequently  ftiles  himfelf  the  Lord 
God  of  Ifraely  the  Holy  One  of  Ifrael y the  King, 
the  God,  and  the  Redeemer  of  Ifrael ; which 
certainly  implies  very  gracious  dehgns  in  fa- 
vour of  the  people,  whom  he  has  called  by 
this  name.  And  however  the  children  of  Ifrael, 
and  the  children  of  Judah,  may  be  opprefed 
together,  their  redeemer  is  frong,  the  LORD 
gJ  hojts  is  his  name,  Jer.  1.  33>  34.  who  would 
be  afamed  to  be  called  their  God,  if  he  was  not 
to  keep  every  promife  made  to  them.  There- 
fore, as  his  being  called  the  'God  oJ' Abraham, 
Ifaac,  and  Jacob,  implies  that  their  bodies 
fliall  be  raifed  at  the  laft  day,  Luke  xx.  37,  38. 
fo  his  calling  himfelf  the  God  of  Ifrael,  fays  to 
the  whole  houfe  of  Ifrael,  Lhus  faith  the  Lord 
God,  Behold,  0 my  people,  I will  open  your 
graves,  and  catfe  you  to  come  up  out  of  your 
graves,  and  bring  you  into  the  land  of  Ijrael, 
Ezek.  xxxvii.  1 1 — 14. 

3.  Prophecies  yet  unaccomplilhed  afcertain 
this  hope  for  Ifrael.  Many  of  thefe  have  been 
conhdered  under  the  former  head,  which  prove 
the  return  both  of  Ifrael  and  Judah  ; in  ad- 
dition to  which,  a few  more  may  fuffice,  viz. 
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Ezck.  xi.  15 — 17.  where  we  find  the  inha- 
bitants of  ferufale77i  faying  to  the  houfe  of 
Ifrael,  under  the  influence  of  an  avaricious 
fpirit.  Get  ye  far  from  the  LORD  unto  us 
is  this  land  given  in  poffeJJio7i : but  w^hat  faith 
the  anfwer  of  God  to  Ifrael?  Lhus  faith  the 
Lordy  I will  gather  you  from  the  people y and 
afje7nble  you  out  of  the  countries  where  ye  have 
been  fcatteredy  and  I will  give  you  the  land  of 
Ifrael.  Again,  ch.  xxxix.  2 c; — 28.  I will  bring 
again  the  captivity  of  Jacoby  and  have  mercy 
upon  the  whole  houfe  of  Ifrael y (who  fhall  be 
made  one  flick  in  God’s  hand,  ch.  xxxvii. 
16 — 19.)  then  fhall  they  know  that  I am  the 
LORD  their  Gody  when  I have  gathered  them 
unto  their  own  land,  a7id  have  left  none  of  them 
any  77iore  in  their  ene7nies  land.  Zechariah 
adds,  ch.  x.  6 — 10.  I will fre77gthen  the  houfe 
of  Judah y and  I will  fave  the  houfe  of  Jofepb  ; 
and  I will  bring  the7n  again  to  place  them  ; and 
they  foall  be  as  though  I had  not  cafi  them  off ; 
for  I am  the  LORD  their  God.  I will  hifs  for 
them  and  gather  the7n-y  and  I will  fow  them 
atnong  the  people  ; and  they  fhall  remember  me 
in  far  countries  y and  they  fall  live  with  their 
childreny  and  turn  again.  And  this  fhall  come 
to  pafs,  when  the  eyes  of  all  the  tribes  of  Ifrael 
fhall  be  toward  the  LORDy  ch.  ix.  i. 

And  yet  more  fully  to  affure  us,  that  by 
Ifrael  he  means  the  nation  ufually  called  by 
that  name,  the  Holy  Ghoft  has  defcended  to 
particulars  in  their  country,  and  promifed  to 
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bring  again  the  captivity  oj  the  houfe  of  Jofephy 
of  Ephraim,  yea  of  Samaria  and  of  Gilead,  of 
Bafian,  Carmel,  and  Sharon^,  fee  Ifai.  Ixv.  10. 
Jer.  xxxi.  5,  6,  20.  1. 19.  Obadiah  19.  Micah 
vii.  14.  Zech.  x.  10.  which  leaves  no  room 
for  hefitancy  on  this  fubjedt. 

4.  God’s  bringing  them  back  to  their  own 
land,  will  be  perfedlly  conhftent  with  the 
former  difplays  of  his  power  and  grace  in  their 
favour.  Terah,  the  father  of  Abraham  and 
Nahor,  ferved  other  Gods,  Jofli.  xxiv.  2.  there- 
fore it  is  probable,  that  his  wifer  poflerity  were 
cajl  out  Jrom  the  face  of  their  gods,  when  they 
fed  into  Mefopotamia,  and fojourned  there  many 
days,  as  the  apocryphal  book  of  Jitdith  afferts, 
ch.  V.  7,  8.  And  if  fo,  though  Jacob,  the 
Syrian  ready  to  perifh,  Deut.  xxvi.  5.  may  have 
been  chiefly  intended  in  Ezek.  xvi.  5,  &c.  yet 
the  ftate  of  his  grandfather  too,  refembled  that 
of  a wretched  infant,  caf  out  in  the  open  field, 
to  the  loathing  of  his  perfon.  Alas!  human  pity 
hardened  into  adamant  by  fuperftition,  could 
not  afford  him  a friendly  gla'nce  ; but  while 
bigotry  blindly  raged  againfl:  his  fuppofed  im- 
piety, divine  mercy  paffed  by,  and  faid  to  him. 
Live,  And  what  has  not  the  Lord  done  for 
him  and  his  defcendants  flnce,  merely  becaufe 
he  loved  them  ? Deut.  vii.  7,  8.  therefore  he 
will  ftill  fave  them  for  his  name's  fake,  Ezek. 
XX.  44.  for  he  is  of  one  mind  and  who  can  turn 
him  ^ and  what  his  foul  defireth  even  that  he 
doth.  He  brought  them  out  of  Egypt,  with 
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an  high  handy  'and  with  an  out-Jiretched  artn  j 
and  to  the  fame  power  the  apoftle  looks  for 
their  reftoration,  Rom.  xi.  23.  God  is  able  to 
graft  them  in  again.  And  .when  the  deliverer 
comes  to  Siony  he  fliall  appear  to  he  the  glory 
of  his  people  Ifraely  Luke  ii.  32.  and  ten  thou- 
£a.nd  tongues  lhall  fay,  Blejfed  he  the  king  that 
comet h in  the  name  of  the  Lord. 

Known  unto  God  are  all  his  works  from  the 
beginning  of  the  world  and  as  they  are  all  done 
in  truth y there  muft  be  an  agreement  between 
his  former  and  his  latter  works,  and  between 
both,  and  his  words  of  grace  or  wTath.  And 
if  he  bears  the  houfe  of  facob  and  the  houfe  of 
Ifrael  frojn  the  belly y and  carries  them  Jrom  the 
womby  even  to  old  agCy  fays  he,  1 am  hey  and 
even  to  hoary  hairs  will  I carry  you,  Ifai.  xlvi. 
3,  4.  When  Ifrael  had  broken  off  from  the 
houfe  of  David,  and  from  the  worfhip  of  God, 
their  civil  liberties  were  deftroyed  of  courfe  ^ 
there  was  no  peace  to  him  that  went  outy  nor 
to  him  that  came  but  great  'vexation  was 
upon  all  the  mhabitants  of  the  coujitt'iesy  and 
nation  was  defrayed  of  natmiy  and  city  of  city  : 
for  God  did  vex  them  with  all  adverfityy  2 Chron. 
XV.  3,  6.  But  when  the  Lord  faw  the  afdSlion 
oj  Ifrael  very  bitter -y  and  that  there  was  no 
helper  f or  Ifraef  he  faid  not  that  he  would 
blot  out  the  name  of  Ifrael  from  under  heaven 
but  he  faved  them  by  the  hand  of  feroboamy  the 
fon  of  foafy  who  ref  ore  d the  coaf  oJ  Ifraely 
as  Jonah  the  fon  of  Amittai  had  prophelied 
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that  he  fhould,  2 Kings  xiv.  25 — 27.  He 
fent  them  alfo  feveral  mefTengers  of  mercy,  to 
gather  up  his  eledl  among  them ; and  to  teftify 
to  thofe  who  had  dejiroyed  themfelves,  that 
in  him  was  their  help : and  this  ancient  grace 
to  a people  with  whom  he  had  made  a cove- 
nant, muff  be  fupported  by  that  which  is 
future ; for  grace  calls  to  grace,  as  deep  calls  to 
deep. — N.  B.  Ifrael  was  carried  captive  by 
Shalmanezer,k;ing  of  AfTyria,  72  i years  before 
Chrift’s  time,  2 Kings  xvii.  6 — 18.  (and  133 
years  before  Jerufalem  was  deftroyed  by  the 
Babylonians  j)  fo  that  their  difperfion  has  now 
continued  more  than  2500  years.  But  hear 
the  word  of  the  Lord^  O ye  dry  bones.  Hear 
O Ifrael ; for  they  that  hear  Jlmll  live  I 

III.  Of  the  time  when  the  jews  will 

RETURN  TO  THEIR  OWN  LAND. 

We  are  afTured  in  general,  Mic.  v.  2,  3. 
that  when  floe  which  travellethy  that  is,  the 
church,  hath  brought  forth,  then  the  remnant 
of  Judah  floall  return  unto  the  children  of 
Ifrael',  fee  Ifai.  liv.  i.  And  the  following 
reafons  incline  me  to  expert  this  important 
event,  either  a little  before,  or  in  the  year 
1866. 

I.  Becaufe,  when  Daniel  had  a vifion  of 
the  Medo-Periian,  Grecian,  and  Roman 
- empires. 
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empires,  which  were  tofuccecd  the  Babylonian, 
ch.viii.an  holy  one  afks  theLord  Jelus,  ver.  13. 
How  Jong  fall  the  vifon  be,  the  daily  facrffce 
taken  away,  a?id  the  tranfgrejjion  of  dejolatiofi ; 
to  give  both  the  Jandluary  and  the  hoji  to  be 
trodden  under  foot  t and  he  is  anfwered,  ver.  14. 
unto  2300,  or  as  the  LXX.  read  it,  to  2400 
days,  or  years,  then  fall  the  fanBuary  be 
cleanfed.  We  cannot  call  them  only  2300 
years,  for  upon  that  computation  the  time  is 
elapfed,  and  the  work  not  done.  But  reckon- 
ing the  2400  years  from  the  third  year  of 
Belfazzar ,v^\\tnOzmt\  had  this vifion, ver.  i. 
that  is,  from  553  years  before  Chrift’s  time, 
they  point  out  to  us  A.  D.  1847,  for  the 
cleanfing  of  the  fandtuary.  Or,  reckoning 
them  from  the  -date  of  this  vifion,  as  Cyrus 
took  Babylon  539  years  before  Chrift’s  time, 
they  will  end  A.  D.  1861  ; but  allowing  him 
five  years  more  to  complete  his  conqueft  of 
that  empire,  the  2400  years  will  end  at  A.  D. 
1866  : and  if  it  fhould  appear  that  this  is  the 
year  of  the  Jews  redemption,  probably  the 
two  preceding  periods  may  be  marked  with 
fignal  events,  leading  to  their  general  reflo- 
ration  ; fee  my.  Remarks  on  Rev.  xiv.  1—5. 

p.  191—193-  ... 

2.  As  the  facred  light  which  fliines  under 
the  fixth  trumpet,  could  not  but  excite  an 
expedlation  of  great  and  glorious  things,  in 
favour  of  Jews  and  Gentiles,  to  reprefs  fond 
, hopes. 
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hopes,  that  the  kingdom  of  God Jhould  fpcedily 
appear^  the  Holy  Ghoft  has  afiured  us,  under 
this  trumpet,  that  the  time  fall  not  be  yet',  but, 
adds  he.  In  the  days  of  the  voice  of  the  f event h 
angel,  when  he  fhall  be  about  to  found,  the 
m fiery  of  God  fall  be  fnifed  ',  of  which  the 
difperhon  of  the  Jews  among  all  nations,  yet 
every  where  in  a ftateof  feparation  from  them, 
muft  certainly  be  reckoned  a part.  Rev.  x.  6, 7. 
Therefore,  if  we  find  the  time  when  the  fixth 
tiumpet  ends,  and  the  feventh  begins  to  found, 
we  fliall  find  the  time  when  the  Jews  will 
return  to  their  own  land. 

In  my  Remarks  on  the  Revelation,  page 
1 15 — 1 19,  I have  mentioned  eight  reafons, 
which  flill  continue  to  fatisfv  me,  that  the 
time  of  the  fixth  trumpet  is  to  be  reckoned 
from  A.  D.  606  to  1866;  efpecially  this,  that 
the  eaftern  witnefs,  who  was  to  teftify  againft 
Mahometanifm,  began  at  the  above  year  ; and 
as  both  the  witneffes  are  to  continue  1260 
years,  and  both  to  lie  dead  together,  therefore 
they  muff  have  both  begun,  and  will  therefore 
conclude  together,  in  the  year  1866.  And  as 
the  three  years  a?id  an  half  in  which  they  lie 
dead,  are  to  be  reckoned  a part  of  their  1260 
years  ; fo  the  time  when  they  finif  their  tejii^ 
mony  will  be  lignalized,  in  the  church,  by^  the 
fubfequent  refurredtion  and  afcenliori  of  the 
two  witneffes  into  heaven  j and  in  the  world, 
by  an  earthquake,  which  will  fall  the Jattie  hour, 
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upon  the  court  part  of  the  city  of  Rome,  and 
deftroy  7000  of  their  gentry  and  nobility  ; fee 
Rev.  xi.  I — 13.  Thefe  events  cannot  be 
hidden  from  the  people  of  God  j and  when 
they  fee  them,  they  will  be  fure  that  the  fixth 
trumpet  is  concluded,  and  hearken  to  hear  th.e 
firft  'uoice  of  the  feventh  ; efpecially  as  they 
know,  that  the  third  woe  comet h rot-xp  quickly ; 
and  that  when  this  angel fall  be  about  to  founa^ 
the  myftery  of  God Jhall  be  finifoed,  in  the  refto- 
ration  of  the  Jews,  and  the  gathering  in  of 
the  Gentiles  to  Chrift ; as  he  hath  declared 
the  glad  tidings  to  his  fervants  the  prophets. 
N.  B.  When  the  two  witnefles,  fpoken  of 
above,  are  dead  in  the  church,  from  A.  D. 
1862  to  1866,  they  will  probably  be  alive  in 
the  play-houfe,  in  a dramatic  performance 
called  the  Reformers,  which  will  highly  en- 
tertain the  unwife  of  thefe  times.  But  to 
return. 

3.  We  hear  of  the  founding  of  the  feventh 
trumpet.  Rev.  xi.  15.  and  the  remainder  of 
that  chapter  is  chiefly  taken  up,  in  giving  us 
the  general  contents  of  that  trumpet,  as  they 
relate  to  time  and  eternity  ; only  we  are  inci- 
dentally informed,  that  the  four  and  twenty 
elders  were  there,  on  their  thrones  before  God  ; 
and  that  the  gofpel  of  the  old  teftament  grace 
was  wonderfully  opened,  ver.  16,  19.  Then, 
ch.  xii.  is  a continuation  of  the  churches  per- 
fecutions,  by  thofe  two  beajis^  which  are 
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defcribed  ch.  xiii.  And  the  firft  prophetic 
hiftory  which  follows  under  this  trumpet,  and 
precedes  the  accounts  of  Chrift’s  triumphs 
amongft  theGentiles,  is  that  of  144, 000  Jews, 
who  flood  with  the  Liamb  on  mount  Siony  ch. 
xiv.  I — 6.  which  fuppofes  that  they  were  re- 
ftored  to  their  own  land;  on  or  before  A.  D. 
1866,  when  the  feventh  trumpet  founds. 

4.  Though  that  which  is  faid  of  the  two 
witnejfesy  Rev.  xi.  ii,  12.  will  certainly  be 
accompli fhed  on  the  eaftern  and  weflern 
churches y which  have  borne  his  name;  yet" 
there  is  fuch  a fimilarity  between  their  rihng 
from  the  dead,  and  afeenhon  to  heaven,  and 
the  Jews  return  to  the  holy  land,  that  I am 
not  certain,  whether  this  lafl  event  may  not  be 
alfo  included  in  the  account  of  the  wutneffes; 
efpecially  as  both  thefe  e-vents  will  occur  at,  or 
near  the  fame  time,  viz.  A.  D.  1866. 

And  if  the  Jews  are  reflcred  to  their  own 
land  about  that  time, 

I.  Their  return  will  be  in  a time  of  great 
moral  darknefs  in  the  world  ; therefore,  after 
it  had  been  cried  to  them,  Ifai.  lx.  i . Arifcy 
fhiney  jor  thy  light  is  comey  and  the  glory  oj  the 
Lord  is  rifen  upon  theey  it  is  added,  ver.  3.  for 
behold  the  darknefs  Jl^all  cover  the  earthy  and 
grofs  darknefs  the  peopky  viz.  by  means  of 
the  mahometan  chief,  who  will  become  a 
papal  chriftian,  the  fecond  beafiy  and  a falfe 
prophet  for  antichrifl,  about  this  time ; and 
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unite  all  his  forces,  with  the  firft  beajly  to 
darken  and  enflave  the  earth.  Rev.  xiii.  i i,&c. 

2.  This  helps  to  explain  Luke  xxi.  24. 
yerufaletn  be  trodden  down  oj  the  Gentiles, 
till  the  Kdipoi  feafons  of  the  Gentiles  be  fulfilled. 
The  word  defcribes  feafons  both  of  terror 

and  of  comfort  j and  perhaps  both  may  be 
intended  here.  If  the  Gentiles,  in  the  firffc 
claufe  of  thefe  words,  fignify  the  Turks,  we 
know  they  will  tread  down  Jerufalem,  till  tneir 
times  come  to  be  vifited  of  God  in  a way  of 
vengeance.  And  we  found  that  about  this, 
time,  their  empire  will  be  reduced  to  two  little 
horns,  or  kingdoms  ; fee  Femarks  on  Rev.  xiii. 
II,  &c.  and  as  they  are  coming  down  into 
this  debilitated  Rate,  they  cannot  prevent  the 
Jews  repolTefling  their  own  land.  But  our 
Lord  feems  to  fpeak  of  the  Gentiles  more  gene- 
rally, in  the  latter  claufe  of  the  text ; and  we 
know,  that  fierufalem  will  be  trodden  down  of 
the  Turkifh,  or  other  Gentiles,  till  the  times, 
or  feafons  arrive,  when  the  Gentiles  fhall  be 
generally  vifited  of  God,  in  everlaRing  mercy, 
by  the  gofpel.  Thefe  times  of  the  Gentiles, 
however,  differ  from  that  of  the  fulnefs  of  the 
Gentiles,  which  is  to  fucceed  the  general  con- 
verfion  of  the  Jews  ; fee  Rom.  xi.  25.  and 
compare  Rev.  vii.  9.  with  xiv.  6.  Both  the 
above  things  atleaft  will  be  accomplifhed,  and 
both'  may  have  been  intended  here.  But  we 
mufl  next  inquire. 
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IV.  From  what  countries  the  jews 

WILL  BE  GATHERED.' 

I 

He  that  has  all  nations  in  his  hands,  can  be 
at  no  more  lofs  to  find  the  fiibjedts  of  the 
foregoing  prophecies,  than  to  devife  means  to 
bring  his  baniihed  home.  Neither  the  ten, 
however,  nor  the  two  tribes  fhall  return  to 
the  land  of  promife,  till  the  former  have  borne 
the  fiiame  of  their  ancient  idolatry,  and  the 
latter  of  their  bloody  rejection  of  Chrift, 
before  all  thofe  nations  whither  the  Lord  has 
led  them,  Deut.  xxviii.  37 — 68.  And  we 
(hall  fee,  that  the  Jeverity  of  GdJ^/has  been  uni- 
verfally  teftified  upon  this  once  holy  people, 
when  there  is  found  fcarcely  a kingdom  upon 
earth,  but  what  furnifhes  its  quota,  more  or 
lefs,  for  the  triumphs  of  that  day,  when  God 
will  bring  them  back  to  their  own  landj  unlefs 
we  mufi:  except  fome  popifh  countries,  from 
which  chriftian  idolaters  have  expelled  them. 
Many  of  them  doubtlefs  have  wandered  to 
America,  where  they  will  be  found,  as  well  as 
in  the  other  three  quarters  of  the  globe. 

But  we  arc  here  only  to  inquire,  from  what 
lands  the  fcripture  faith  they  Ihall  return;  the 
account  of  which  is  fometimes  given  us  enig- 
matically in  Patronymicks,  the  name  of  the 
founder  of  a kingdom  being  ufed  for  the  king- 
dom itfclf;  which,  in  a meafure,  leaves  us 
uncertain  what  country-  is  intendeds  Suffice 
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it,  however,  that  he  who  alone  can  effe<fl 
this  work,  has  given  us  all  that  knowledge 
about  it,  which  was  needful  for  us. 

Ifaiah  tells  us,  ch.  xi.  1 1,  12.  that  the  Lord 
will  recover  the  remnant  of  his  people,  which 
fiall  be  left  from  Afjyria,  and from  Egypt,  and 
from  Pathros,  and  from  Cujh,  and  Jro7n  Elam, 
and  from  Shinar,  afid  from  Hamath,  and  from 
the  iflands  of  the  fea  ; and  from  the  four  corners 
of  the  earth,  to  which  they  may  have  emi- 
grated from  thefe,  or  from  any  other  places. 
AJfyria  had  been  the  rod  of  God's  anger  againft 
their  anceftors ; but  mercy  will  fnatch  a rem- 
nant of  the  houfe  of  Jacob  from  under  their 
oppreffive  hand,  ch.  x.  5,  20 — 22.  And 
refpedting  Egypt,  thofe  words  are  to  be  again 
verified.  Out  of  Egypt  have  I called  my  fon  ^ 
and  again,  / am  the  LORD  thy  God,  which 
brought  thee  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  out  of 
tbe  houfe  of  bondage.  They  fliall  efpecially 
come  from  Pathros,  a province  in  Egypt, 
where  there  were  many  Jews  in  Jeremiah’s 
time,  ch.  xliv.  i,  15.  And  from  Cujl:,  that 
is,  from  among  the  Ethiopians  in  Africa,  who 
defcended  from  Cufh,  the  fon  of  the  unhappy 
Ham,  Gen.  x.  6.  The  prophet  Zephaniah 
adds,  ch.  iii.  i o.  From  beyond  tbe  rivers  of 
Ethiopia,  my  fuppliants,  even  the  daughter  of 
my  difperfed  fiall  bring  mine  offering.  The 
Perfians  too,  who  defcended  from  Elam  the 
fon  of  Shem,  Gen.  x.  22.  lhall  fend  out  fub- 
jeds  for  Chrift’s  jewifh  kingdom ; who  alfo 
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{hall  come  from  Shinar^  on  the  banks  of  the 
river  Tigris,  near  which  the  ancient  Eden 
flood ; and  not  far  diflant  from  the  place, 
where  the  proud  tower  of  Babel  dared  the 
vengeance  of  heaven  j nor  very  far  remote 
from  thofe  mountains  of  Ararat  in  Armenia, 
from  whence  we  all  fprung  out  of  Noah’s  ark. 
And  they  fhall  come  from  Hamath ^ a city  of 
Syria,  on  the  borners  of  Paleftine,  afterwards 
called  Antioch ; where  the  difciples  were  by  a 
divine  oracle  (Ifai.  Ixii.  2.  Ixv.  15.)  called 
Chrijlians ; nearly  on  the  fame  ground,  where 
Nebuchadnezzar  gave  judgment  upon  Zede- 
kiah,  after  he  had  taken  Jerufalem,  Jer. 
xxxix.  5.  lii.  9.  Ad:s  xi.  26.  The  Lord  will 
alfo  gather  them  from  the  ijlands  of  the  fea  in 
general,  or  from  maritime  places  in  the  dif- 
ferent quarters  of  the  globe.  He  adds,  by 
the  fame  prophet,  ch.  xlix.  11,12./  will  make 
all  my  mountains  a way^  and  my  highways  Jloall 
be  exalted.  Behold,  theje  fall  come  from  jar  ^ 
and  lo,  thefe  from  the  north,  and  from  the  wef, 
and  thefe  from  the  land  ofSinim,  or  from  among 
the  Sinitcs,  who  inhabit  the  wildernefs  of  Sin, 
or  out  of  the  city  called  Sin  in  Egypt,  Exod. 
xvi.  I.  Ezek.  xxx.  15,  16.  And  after  they 
are  generally  brought  back  to  Judea,  the  Lord 
will  fend  fome  converted  Jews,  to  the  nations 
of  Tarfiif,  Puly  and  Ludy  to  'Tubal  and 
Javan,  and  to  the  ifes  afar  off  and  they  fall 
bring  all  your  brethren  Jor  an  offering  unto  the 
Lord,  out  of  all  nations  upon  horfes  and  chariots 
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Utter Sy  and  upon  mules,  and  upon  fwift  beajis  to 
my  holy  mountain  ^erufalem,  Jaith  the  LORD  ; 
as  the  children  of  Ijrael  bring  an  offering  in  a 
clean  •veffel,  unto  the  houfe  of  the  LORD,  ch. 
Ixvi.  19,  20.  'Tarfiiff  may  mean  Tarfus  in 
Cilicia ; and  by  Ful  Ibme  underftand  Affyria, 
of  whofe  kings  Pul  was  perhaps  a general 
name,  2 Kings  xv.  1 9.  Lud  alfo  may  fignify 
feme  defeendants  of  Shem,  who  were  fettled 
near  Perfia,  Gen.  x.  22.  Ezek.  xxvii.  10.  as 
by  Tubal  d?id  Javan  probably  Turkey  and 
Tartary  maybe  intended,  Ezek.  xxvii.  13. 
Xxxviii.  2.  They  fhall  alfo  come from  all  the 
i/les,  or  countries  which  are  afar  off  from 
Judea ; and  from  the  north,  and  from  the  wejf-, 
fee  Jer.  iii.  18.  Zechariah  adds,  ch.  viii.  7. 
that  the  Lord  will  fave  his  people  from  the  eafi 
country,  andjrom  the  weji  country,  where  his 
two  witneffes  have  delivered  their  teftimony. 
And,  in  general,  Jeremiah  teftihes,  ch.  xxxii. 
37.  that  the  Lord  will  gather  them Jf'om  all 
countries,  whither  he  had  driven  them  : though 
we  fhall  hereafter  find,  that  they  will  not  be  all 
gathered  at  once. 

And  as  they  will  be  gathered  from  all  lands, 
they  may  perhaps,  bring  the  curiolities  of 
every  country  with  them  to  judea  : at  lead, 
they  will  bring  to  the  land  of  promife,  thofe 
arts  and  fciences,  which  one  of  the  feven  fpirits 
of  God  had  taught  the  Europeans  and  others  ; 
and  to  which  they  cannot  but  attend,  after 
their  begun  converhon  in  A.  D.  1816.  And, 
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as  there  will  then  be  people  of  every  language 
under  heaven  at  Jerufalem,  if  the  angel  who 
is  to  fly  through  the  midfl  of  heaven  preaching 
the  everlafling  go  [pel ^ ihould  be  a Jew  ; and  let 
out  from  Jerufalem  A.  D.  1870,  Rev.  xiv. 
6,  7.  in  that  city,  he  can  be  at  no  lofs  for  an 
interpreter  to  enable  him  to  fpeak  to  the  peo- 
ple of  every  tongue,  the  great  things  which 
concern  their  everlafting  peace.  But  from 
the  fchools  fet  up  in  America,  to  teach  Indian 
children  Englifh,  fome  have  conjectured,  that 
perhaps  the  number  of  languages  may  be  di- 
minilhed  hereafter,  in  order  to  facilitate  the 
fpread  of  the  gofpel  ; though  even  now  it  is 
faid,  that  five  languages  will  carry  a man 
through  the  mercantile  part  of  the  world. 

V.  What  countries  the  jews  will 

POSSESS, WHEN  THEYRETURN  TO  THEXR 

OWN  LAND. 

The  fubftance  of  Abram  and  Lot  was  of 
fuch  a nature,  and  fo  great,  as  to  render  it,  in 
a manner,  necefiary  that  they  llaould  feparate 
from  each  other.  And  it  appears,  Gen.  xiii. 
9 — 15.  that  they  both  flood  together  upon 
fome  eminence,  or  mountain,  when  the  for- 
mer kindly  faid  to  the  latter.  Is  not  the  whole 
land  before  thy  face  (or  as  the  LXX.  ren- 
der it  evccvltov  (Tov).  And  hot  lifted  up  his  eyes, 
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and  beheld  at  a diftance,  that  the  well-watered 
plain  of  for  dan  y was  as  the  garden  oj  God  ^ 
which  tempted  him  to  make  a mod:  dangerous 
fettlement  among  the  wicked,  ver.  ii,  13. 
And  after  Lot  was  feparated from  Abram,  he 
returning  to  the  fame  eminence,  the  LORD 
faid  to  him,  Lift  up  thine  eyes,  and  look Jrom 
the  place  where  thou  now  art ; and  if  he  had 
flood  upon  a plain,  he  could  have  feen  but  a 
little  way  northward  and  fouthward,  eaftward 
and  wefward ; and  therefore  the  following 
words  would  have  had  but  little  meaning  in 
them,  which  is  abfurd  to  fuppofe,  viz.  All 
the  land  which  thou  feef,  to  thee  will  I give  it, 
and  to  thy  feed  after  thee.  But  as  he  could  fee 
the  well-watered  plain  from  that  place,  as  well 
as  Lot  (which  heightened  the  generolity  of 
his  offer  to  his  nephew),  fo  we  fhall  hereafter 
find,  that  this  all'o  was  given  to  his  feed. 

Obferve,  Abram  was  ordered  to  take  poffef- 
fion  of  his  inheritance  by  his  eyes  and  his  feet, 
ver.  17.' as  believers  now  take  poffeffion  of 
their  fpi ritual  inheritance,  by  the  eye  and  the 
feet  of  faith.  Yet  it  is  not  probable,  that 
Abram  could  fee  from  one  place,  all  the  ten 
nations  whofe  lands  were  given  him  of  God, 
Gen.  XV.  18 — 21.  viz.  from  the  Nile,  the 
river  of  Egypt,  unto  the  great  river,  the  river 
Euphrates  j but  his  God  will  faithfully  keep 
for  his  feed  all  the  mercy  promifed.'  And  if 
his  eyes  then  beheld  any  land,  which  his 
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pofleiity  never  yet  polTeffedjthat  grant  remains 
to  be  realized  to  them,  by  a plenary  feilin  in 
the  laft  days. 

The  holy  land  is  but  210  miles  long,  and 
90  broad  ; but  the  nation  that  is  to  be  born  in 
a dayy  will  be  more  numerous,  when  they 
return  to  Canaan,  than  they  ever  were  in  the 
days  of  their  mod:  profperous  kings,  and 
therefore  will  require  more  room  than  ever  ; 
for  fays  Ifaiah,  ch.  xlix.  i 8 — 22.  hift  up  thine 
eyes  round  abouty  and  beholdy  all  thefey  thy 
child)- €71,  ver.  17.  gather  themfehes  together, 
and  come  to  thee : therefore  thy  wajie  and  thy 
defolate  places,  and  the  land  of  thy  deJiruBion, 
Poall  even  now  be  too  narrow,  by  reafon  of  the 
inhabitants ; fo  that  the  evangelized  children 
which  thou  Jljalt  have,  after  thou  haf  lojl  the 
other,  who  were  merely  Jews,  or  but  imper- 
fectly converted  after  A.  D.  1816,  fjall  fay 
again  in  thine  ears.  The  place  is  too  Jtrait  for 
me  i give  place  to  me  that  I may  dwell.  Then 
fait  thou  fay  in  thine  heart.  Who  hath  begotten 
me  thefe  f feeing  I have  loji  my  children,  and  atn 
defolate,  a captive,  and  removing  to  and  fro  ; 
And  who  hath  brought  up  thefe  ? Behold  1 was 
left  alone  thefe  where  had  they  been  ? But 
this  is  the  Lord’s  doing,  and  Jehovah-jireh, 
the  Lord  will  provide  for  the  fons  of  Jacob. 
And,  befides  the  countries  formerly  inhabited 
by  the  tribes  of  Ifrael  and  of  Judah,  he  will 
give  them  Tyre  and  Sidon  on  the  one  fide,  and 
Moab  and  Ammon  on  the  other,  Edom  alfo, 
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in  Arabia  Petraea,  fliall  become  a pofTefPon  for 
lirael  j with  all  the  coafts  which  properly 
belonged  to  any,  and  all  thefe  nations.  They 
may  not  all  be  given  them  at  once  j but  the 
following  promifes  fettle  all  thefe  lands  abio- 
lutely  upon  the  feed  of  Jacob,  viz.  Ifai.xi.  14. 
Jer.xlviii.4y.  xlix.2.  Ezek.xxviii.  21, 25,  26.  • 
Amos  ix.  1 2.  Obad.  1 7 — 21.  Zeph.  ii.4 — 1 1. 
Zech.  ix.  I — 8.  Read  all'o  Ezek.  xxv.  and 
XXXV.  chapters ; and  the  divilion  of  the  land 
hereafter,  ch.  xlvii.  13 — 2 i . and  xlviii.  i. 

Edom,  iMoab,  and  Ammon  were  thechurch’s 
eoufins,  according  to  the  fleOi,  and  (like  the 
Arians,  Socinians,  and  Arminians  of  this  day) 
often  very  troubkfome  to  it ; fometimes  as 
principals,  and  at  other  times  as  auxiliaries  in 
the  wars  againft  it  ; but  God  will  hereafter 
give  them  all  to  the  Jews.  Sanjons  and 
More's  maps  of  the  Holy  Land,  reckon  thefe 
three  kingdoms  about  three  degrees  and  an 
• half,  that  is,  243  miles  long,  and  two  degrees, 
or  1 39  miles  broad.  And  probably  they  were 
not  lefs  than  this,  if  they  contained  forty 
cities;  viz.  Edom  thirteen,  Moab  .twenty- 
one,  and  Ammon  fix ; fee  Reland’s  Palefl. 
p.  520,  &c. 

If  it  be  objedted.  How  can  Edom  be  given 
to  the  Jews,  when  God  has  faid,  Jer.  xlix. 
17,  18.  Edom  Jhall  be  a defolation:  as  in  the 
overthrows)  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah^  and  the 
neighbour  cities  thereof  faith  the  LORD  : no 
man  fiall  abide  there,  neither  Jhall  a fon  oj  man 
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dwell  in  it?  We  anfwer,  (1.)  Many  pro- 
teftant  writers  apprehend,  that  before  Rome 
was  built,  it  was  curfed  of  God  by  the  old 
teftament  prophets,  under  the  names  both  of 
Edom  and  Babylon  j whofe  idolatry  and  en- 
mity to  the  people  of  God,  Rome  has  fo 
exactly  copied  ; fee  Rev.  xix.  3.  (2  ) Perhaps 
Edom  itfelf  may,  for  a little  time,  be  made  a 
lake  of  fire  and  brimftone,  after  the  millen- 
nium ; (efpecially  if  it  fhould  be  the  place  of 
the  rendezvous  of  that  army,  which  will  com- 
pafs  about  the  camp  oj  the  faints^  and  the  beloved 
citjy  Rev.  XX.  9.)  and  long  after  Sodom  has 
become  again  a well-watered  plain  5 which 
leads  me  to  obferve,  that 

The  prophet  Ezekiel  afTures  us,  ch.  xvi, 
53 — 68.  that  Sodom  and  her  daughters j as  well 
as  Samaria  and  her  daughter s^  fhall  return  to 
their  Jormer  ejiatc'y  and  the  Lord  adds,  ver.  61. 
I will  give  them  to  theey  O Jerufalem,  for 
daughters ; but  not  by  thy  Sinai  covenant y but 
abfolutely,  even  as  I gave  thee  Canaan  at  firft. 
Accordingly  the  Jews  underftand  thefe  words, 
fays  Dr.  Gill,  of  the  rebuilding  of  thefe  cities, 
and  reftoring  that  land  to  its  ancient  fertility. 
Nor  is  this  inconfiftent  with  Jude  7.  Kven  as 
Sodom  and  Gomorrahy  and  the  cities  about  them, 
in  like  manner y giving  themfelves  over  to  Jor- 
ntcattony  and  going  ajter  Jirange  fiejloy  are  fet 
forth  for  a ieiyfjLsc.  fampky  or  pattern  of  the 
future  hell ; fuffering  the  vengeance  (f  eternal 
fire  i for,  (i.)  Jude  fpeaks  of  the  inhabitants 
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of  thofe  cities,  whom  he  defcribes  as  giving 
themfehes  over  to  fornication  ^ and  going  after 
Jirange  fefiy  and  not  of  the  cities  themfelves. 
And  in  the  fame  language  our  Lord  fpeaks  of 
the  fame  perfons.  Mat.  x.  15.  It  JJdall  be  more 
tolerable  for  the  land,  that  is,  for  the  inha- 
bitants of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah,  in  the  day  of 
judgment,  than  for  that  city.  (2.)  Sodom  v*’as 
indeed  made  a lake  of  fre  at  firft,  when  the 
LORD  rained  upon  Sodom  and  Gomorrah  brim~ 
Jtone  and fre,  from  the  LORD,  out  of  heaven  j 
which  kindled  the  bituminous  matter  of  that 
foil  into  one  general  liquid  flame,  Gen.xix.  24. 
But  this  burning  was  not  to  continue  always 
upon  this  fpot ; therefore  when  the  fire  had 
confumed  the  inflammable  foil,  the  conti- 
guous river  broke  in  upon  the  cavity  which 
the  fire  had  made  ; and,  together  with  the 
defeending  rain,  turned  it  into  what  is  now 
called  the  Afphaltite,  or  Bituminous  Lake,  or 
the‘Salt  or  Dead  Sea.  Therefore,  what  is  faid 
of  their  fufering  the  vengeance  of  eternal  fre, 
muft  be  underftood  of  their  fouls;  unlefs  there 
is  now  a fire  burning  under  the  Dead  Sea, 
which  cannot  be  proved  from  thefe  words. 
(3.)  Though  the  deftrudion  of  Babylon  and 
Edom  are  reprefented  by  that  of  Sodom,  it  is 
not  faid  of  Sodom,  as  it  is  of  both  thefe  places. 
It  foall  never  be  inhabited,  neither  fjall  it  be 
dwelt  in  from  generation  to  generation  ; and 
again.  No  man  fhall  abide  there,  neither  fall 
a fon  of  man  dwell  thereint  Ifai.  xiii.  19. 
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Jer.  xllx.  18.  1.40.  On  the  contrary,  God’s 
comparing  the  plagues  of  the  land  of  Ifrael  to 
the  overthrow  of  Sodom,  Deut.  xxix.  23. 
Lam.  iv.  6.  Amos  iv.  ii.  and  afterwards 
making  fuch  amazing  promifes,  as  we  have 
heard,  to  the  land  of  Ifrael,  feems  to  encourage 
hope  for  the  land  of  Sodom  too ; efpecially  as 
God  faidto  Abram,  Unto  thy  feed  have  I given 
this  land,  from  the  river  of  Egypt  ^ unto  the 
great  river,  the  river  Euphrates,  Gen.  xv.  18. 
And,  when  he  flood  with  Lot  looking  upon 
Sodom,  he  believed  that  his  pollerity  fhould 
receive  it  as  a well-watered  plain  ; and  as  fuch 
we  have  heard  that  God  promifes  to  give  it 
to  Jerufalem  for  daughters,  that  is,  for  places 
dependant  upon  it  ; (as  the  word  daughters 
fignifies,  Jer.  xlix.  2.  and  Ezek.  xxvi.  6.) 
though  we  fhall  hear,  in  our  third  chapter, 
that  he  probably  will  not  give  it  to  them  till 
A.  D.  1941. 

It  will  be  eafy  to  the  blefied  God  to  ingulf 
the  waters  of  the  Dead  Sea,  and  to  raife  up  the 
land : and  he  has  promifed  to  fake  the  Jea,  as 
well  as  heaven  and  earth,  and  the  dry  land. 
Hag.  ii.  6,  7.  When  the  Lord  gives  Jeru- 
falem ^odom  and  her  daughters,  this  will  be  an 
addition  of  territory  to  Ifrael  of  about  72  miles 
long,  and  20  broad,  which  will  fupply  ground 
for  many  cities  and  villages.  Thus  fhall 
Abraham’s  feed  pofTefs,  both  the  portion  of 
Efau,  and  the  land  which  Lot  fo  unwifely 
chofe,  to  his  inexpreffible  grief  afterwards. 
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But  before  we  leave  this  part  of  our  fubje<S, 
I will  venture  to  hazard  a conjedure,  which 
the  ingenious  will  difpofe  of  as  they  pleafe, 
viz.  In  the  fourth  letter,  prefixed  to  my  Remarks 
m the  three  firji  Chapters  of  the  Revelationt 

1 have  endeavoured  to  prove,  that  after  the  re- 
furredion,  both  heaven  and  hell  will  be  in  that 
new  heaven  and  earth,  which  are  fpoken  of 

2 Pet.  iii.  13.  I have  confidered  the  city  de- 
fcribed.  Rev.  ch.  xxi.  as  a reprefentation  of 
heaven.  That  city  is  1500  miles  hlgh^  long, 
and  broad,  ver.  16.  Now  1500  miles  is  the 
fixteenth  part  of  24,000,  which  is  reckoned 
the  circumference  of  the  prefent  earth.*'  But, 
confidering  the  height  of  this  celeftial  city, 
it  may  well  contain  that  vafi;  multitude,  which 
we  may  hereafter  hear  of,  as  faved  in  the  mil- 
lennium. What  then  if  that  part  of  the 
earth,  which  is  now  in  the  environs  of  Jeru- 
falem,  fhould  be  the  future  heaven,  viz.  a 
glorious  city  1500  miles  high,  long,  and  broad^ 
if  fo,  the  more  diftant  parts  of  the  earth  may 
perhaps  be  the  hell,  where  the  damned  are 
tormented.  It  does  not  indeed  appear,  that 
the  land  of  promife  will  ever  be  1500  miles 
long  and  broad  nor  can  we  exactly  afcertain 
its  future  length  and  breadth  ; but  it  is  reafon- 
ably  fuppofed,  that  when  the  rich  among  the 
people  entreat  the  favour  of  the  Jews,  the  en- 
virons of  Judea  will  be  chiefly  inhabited  by 
the  excellent  of  the  earth,  who  have  leifure 
and  inclination  frequently  to  go  and  worfliip 
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at  Jerufalem ; which  may  diffufe  a peculiar 
fandlity  for  1500  miles  in  length  and  breadth. 
And  if  this  fpace  round  about  Jerufalem, 
fhould,  after  the  general  conflagration,  become 
that  celeftial  city  which  is  defcribed  Rev.  xxi. 
this  will  give  a new  beauty  aud  emphafis  to 
God’s  promife,  to  give  Canaan  to  the  Jews, 
for  an  everlajling  polfejjion  ; fhew  why  that 
land,  rather  than  any  other  upon  earth,  was 
made  a type  of  heaven,  Heb.  ch.  iv.  and  affign 
a reafon,  why  the  celeftial  city  is  called  the 
new  and  the  holy  Jerufalem^  and  why  the 
names  of  the  twehe  tribes  of  Ifrael  are  written 
on  its  ver,  2,  10,  12. 

VI.  Of  the  characters  of  their  re- 
turn TO  THEIR  OWN  LAND. 

When  the  time  comes,  their  redemption 
will  be  fpeedy,  marvellous,  ^very  terrible  to 
their  enemies,  but  joyful  to  their  friends; 
who  will  aftift,  and  many  of  them  join  their 
return. 

I.  It  will  be  a fpeedy  work,  when  begun ; 
fo  fays  Ifaiah,  Ixvi.  7 — 9.  Before  Zion  tra- 
'vailed  fie  brought  forthy  before  her  pain  came 
fie  was  delivered  a man-child,  viz.  of  that 
mafeuline  fon  which  the  church  will  bring 
forth  about  this  time.  Rev.  xii.  5.  The 
prophet  adds.  Who  hath  heard fuch  things,  who 
bath  feen  fuch  things  ? fiall  the  earth  be  made 
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to  bring  forth  in  one  da'f  ? fall  a nation  be  horn 
dt  once  ? for  as  foon  as  Zion  travailed  fe 
brought  forth  her  children.  Shall  I bring  to 
the  birth,  and  not  caufe  to  bring  forth,  Jaith 
the  LORD  f Shall  1 caufe  to  bring  forth,  and 
fut  the  womb,  faith  thy  God?  See  alfo  Zech. 
iii.  Yet  there  will  be  fome  loiterers  among 
the  Jews,  even  in  that  very  vital  day  ; who 
will  comparatively  fay  long  in  the  place  of  the 
breaking  forth  of  children,  Hof.  xiii.  jj. 

2.  It  vvill  he  a marvellous  work,  both  in 
itfelf,  and  in  its  attending  circumftances.  The 
work  itfelf  is  reprefented,  by  turning  human 
bones,  fattened  at  the  grave's  mouth,  and  very 
dry,  into  a living  army,  moving,  with  martial 
ardour,  over  the  embattled  plain.  The  houfe 
of  Ifrael  faid  indeed.  Our  bones  are  dried,  our 
hope  is  lof,  we  are  cut  of'  J or  our  parts  ; but 
thus  faith  the  Lord,  who  opens  and  no  man 
fhuts,  I will  open  your  graves,  and  bring  you 
into  the  land  of  Ifrael : then  fall  ye  know  that 
I the  LORD  have  fpoken  it,  and  performed  it, 
faith  the  LORD,  Ezek.  xxxvii.  i — 4.  And 
he  that  raifes  this  army,  will  head  them  him- 
felf,  and  lead  them  to  their  own  land  : yea, 
fays  Micah,  ch.  ii.  13.  the  breaker  is  co?ne  up 
before  them  j they  have  broken  up,  and  have 
pafed  through  the  gate,  and  are  gone  out  by  it ; 
and  their  king  fall  pafs  before  them,  and  the 
LORD  on  the  head  of  them.  Now,  fays  Ifaiah, 
xlii.  13 — 16.  the  LORD  fall  go  forth  as  a 
man,  he  fall  fir^  up  jealoufy  as  a man 
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of  war  : he  fall  cry,  yea  roar.  ; he  fall  prevail 
againji  his  enemies.  Again,  I will  make  wajie 
mountains  and  hills,  and  dry  up  all  their  herbs ; 
and  1 will  make  the  rivers  habitable  places, 
and  I will  dry  up  the  pools y even  as  the  lake 
of  Sodom. 

Micah  vii.  15.  tells  the  Jews,  According  to 
the  days  of  thy  coming  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt, 
will  I few  unto  him  marvellous  things.  And 
.-Il'aiah  fays,  ch.  xi.  15,  16.  The  LORD  fall 
utterly  dejlroy  the  tongue  of  the  Egyptian  fea ; 
and,  with  his  mighty  wind,  fall  he  fake  his 
hand  over  the  river , and  fall  fmite  it  in  the 
feven  Jir earns,  and  make  men  go  over  dryfod. 
And  there  fall  be  an  high -way  for  the  rem- 
nant of  his  people,  which  fall  be  left  from 
Afyria  ; like  as  it  was  to  Ifrael,  in  the  day 
that  he  came  up  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt, 
Thefc  fcriptures  fliew,  that  in  the  efcape  of 
fome  of  the  Jews  from  the  countries  where 
they  dwell,  or  in  their  journey  towards  Jeru- 
falem,  fome  of  the  miracles  will  be  repeated, 
which  attended  Ifrael’s  coming  out  of  Egypt, 
or  their  march  through  the  wildernefs.  And 
fome  apprehend,  that  the  Lord  will  fend 
another  Elijah,  either  before  the  coming  of  this 
great,  or  before  fome  other  dreadful  day  of  the 
Lord,  which  is  to  fucceed  the  jews  return  to 
their  own  land,  Mai.  iv.  5.  and  if  fo,  whether 
the  angel  who  will  fiy  through  the  midfi  of 
heaven,  probably  about  A.  D.  1870,  preaching 
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the  e'uerlajling  gofpel  to  them  that  dwell  on  the 
earthy  Rev.  xiv.  6,  7.  will  be  this  Elijah,  is  a 
fubjedl  which  mufl:  be  left  to  the  inquiry  of 
future  years  and  miniflers.  From  a part,  we 
know  fomething  of  the  whole,  i Cor.  xiii. 
9,  10.  Gr.  but  the  knowledge  we  have  merely 
from  a party  Jloall  be  done  awayy  when  that 
which  is perfedi  is  come. 

3.  Their  return  will  be  attended  with 
much  terror  to  their  enemies.  At  prefent, 
they  will  not  confider  the  purpofe  that  is  pur- 
pofed  upon  the  whole  earthy  viz.  that  the  op- 
prejfors  yoke  Jloall  depart  from  off  the  Jews, 
and  the  burden  depart  from  off  their  ffoulders  'y 
but  fear  will  take  hold  of  them,  when  they 
fee  the  hand  which  is  fret c bed  out  upon  all 
nationsy  to  effedt  this,  Ifai.  xiv.  25,  26.  and 
the  ffaking  among  thefe  dry  bones  will  occafion 
a great  trembling  among  them.  The  nations 
ffall  fee  and  be  confounded  at  all  their  might  \ 
they  ffall  lay  their  hand  upon  their  mouth  ; 
their  ears  ffall  be  deaf  ^Ihey  ffall  lick  the 
duf  like  a ferpent ; they  Jhall  move  out  of  their 
holesy  like  worms  out  oj  the  earth  ; they  jhall  be 
afraid  of  the  LORD  our  God ; and  Jhall 
fear  becaufe  of  thecy  Mic.  vii.  16,  17.  and  when 
they  walk  after  the  Lordy  he  jhall  roar  like  a 
lion  : when  he  jhall  roary  then  the  children  jhall 
tremble  from  the  wef.  They  jhall  trembley  as 
in  times  pall;^Ifrael  trembled,  when  he  flew 
as  a bird  out  of  Egypt,  and  efcaped  as  a dove 
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out  of  .the  land  of  AJfyrla : and  I will  place 
them  in  their  houfesy  faith  the  LORD,  Hof. 
xi.  10,  II.  fee  alfo  Ifai.  xlii.  13 — i 5.  And 
ill  that  day  it  fliall  be  faid,  Wo  to  the  multitude 
of  tnany  people,  who  make  a noife  like  the  noife 
of  the  fea.  The  nations  fall  ruf,  like  the 
rufing  of  many  waters  ; but  God  Jhall  rebuke 
them ; and  they  fall  fee  far  off ; and  fall  be 
chafed  as  the  chaff  of  the  mountains  before  the 
wind,  and  as  that  rolling  thing,  the  thifUe 
down,  be for^e  the  whirlwind,  ch.  xvii.  12,  13. 
Yea,  faith  the  Lord,  Jer.  xxxiii.  9,  this  great 
work  fall  be  to  me  a name  of  joy,  a praife 
and  an  honour,  before  all  the  nations  of  the 
earth,  which  fall  hear  all  the  good  that  I do 
'Unto  them  ',  and  they  fall  fear  and  tremble  for 
all  the  .goodnfs,  and  for  all  the  profperity  that 
I procure  unto  . it. 

If  the  feven  nations  of  Canaan  would  have 
^retired  to  fome  other  part  of  Afia,  and  given 
up  their  lands  peaceably  to  the  God  of  Ifrael ; 
..who  marched  viiibly  before  hispeople,  through 
the  Red  Sea,  through  the  wildernefs,  and 
( through  their  own  river  Jordan,  they  might 
have  faved  their  lives,. and  fome  of.  their  fub- 
Rance  : but  the  fuf.ure  inhabitants  of  the 
Holy  Land,  will  be  much  more  iriexcufable 
if  they  again  attempt  to  vvage  unequal  war 
with  omnipotence.  The  land  of  Canaan  is 
at  prefent  under  U^e  Turkilh  yoke  j but  the 
vidtorious  Ruffians  wHL.  probably  difpoffiefs 
them  about.  A.  D.  iB.6.6  by  which  time  the 
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Turkifh  empire  will  be  reduced  to  two  little 
hornsj  or  kingdoms  j fee  Rev,  xili,  1 1.  And 
whether  the  RulTrans  arc  Greek  or  papal 
Chridians  at  that  time,  when  the  year  ^’the 
Lord’s  redeemed  is  come,  a furrcnder  of  their 
land  to  them,  may  be  more  reafonably  ex- 
pected from  Chriflians,  than  from  Maho- 
metans ; efpecially  as  the  above  fcriptures  fo 
loudly  read  the  certain  doom  of  thofe,  who 
ihall  be  found  in  that  day  to  Jight  againji  God. 

4.  The  nations  in  general  will  afift,  and 
many  of  them  will  join  their  return  to  their 
own  land.  For  thus  faith  the  Lord  Gody 
behold  I will  lift  up  mine  hands  to  the  Gentiles, 
and  fet  up  my  Jiandard  to  the  people  3 and  they 
Jloall  bring  thy  fons  in  their  arms,  and  thy 
daughters  Jloall  be  carried  upon  their  JJooulders-. 
And  kings  Jloall  be  thy  nurfmg  fathers,  and 
their  queens  thy  nurjing  mothers,  efpecially  in 
the  infancy  of  thy  kingdom  3 and  afterwards 
too,  they  fiall  bow  down  to  thee  with  their  faces 
towards  the  earth,  and  lick  up  the  dufi  of  thy 
feet,  Ifai.  xlix.  22,  23,  He  adds,  ch.  lx.  3,  &c. 
The  Gentiles  Jhatl  come  to  thy  light,  and  kings 
to  the  brightnefs  of  thy  rifng.  Lift  up  thine 
eyes  round  about,  and  fee,  all  they  gather 
themfelves  together  3 they  co?ne  to  thee.  Then 
Jloalt  thou  Jee,  and  flow  together  3 and  thine 
heart  floall  fear  and  be  enlarged  3 becaufe  the 
abundance  of  the  fea  Jhall  be  converted  unto  thee  3 
the  forces  of  the  Gentiles  floall  come  unto  thee. 
'I he  multitude  of  camels  floall  cover  thee  yea. 
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- all  they  from  Sheba  fiall come^  who  fprung  from 
. curled  Ham,  Gen.  x.  6,7.  as  well  as  Abraham’s 
children  according  to  the  flefh,  viz.  Kedar  and 
Nebaiothy^^xo  delcended  from  IHimael,  together 
with  Midian  and  Ephahy  w'hom  that  patriarch 
had  by  Keturah,  Gen.  xxv.  2,  4,  13.  And 
will  not  the  church  exalting  fay,  in  that  day. 
Who  are  thefe  that  Jiy  as  a cloudy  and  as  doves 
to  their  windows  ? See  the  whole  chapter 
throughout.  And  when  the  Gentiles  fee  this 
wonderful  work,  they  Jloall  come  to  theCy  O 
LORDy  from  the  ends  oj  the  earth  j and  fiall 
Jayy  Surely  our  fathers  have  inherited  vanityy 
liesy  and  things  wherein  is  no  profit y Jer.  xvi. 
J9.  therefore  they  fliall  fay  to  one  another. 
Come,  and  let  us  go  up  to  the  mountain  of  the 
Lordy  to  the  houfe  of  the  God  of  facoby  Ifai. 
ii.  3.  Mic.  iv.  i,  2.  At  that  time  they  fiall 
call  yerufaleniy  the  throne  of  the  LORD  ; a?id 
all  the  nations  fiall  be  gathered  unto  it,  to  the 
name  of  the  LORD  to  'ferufalem ; neither  fiall 
they  walk  any  more  ajter  the  imagination  of 
their  evil  hearty  Jer.  iii.  17.  Tea  many  people, 
and ftrong  nations  Jhall  come  to  feek  the  LORD 
of  hojts  in  y erufalemy  and  to  pray  bejore  the 
fORD.  'Thus  Jaith  the  LORD  oJ  hojisy  In 
thoje  days,  ten  men  fiall  take  holdy  out  of  all  lan- 
guages oJ  the  nations,  even  fiall  take  hold  of  the 
fkirt  oj  him  that  is  a few,  Jeiying,  We  will  go 
with  you,  Jor  we  have  heard  God  is  with  you, 
Zech.  viii.  22,  23.  To  the  fame  purpofe  fee 
Ifai.  xi.  9,  10.  xix,  23 — 25.  xxv.  6 — 9. 
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Ivi.  6 — 8.  Zech.  ii.  1 1.  vi.  15.  And  in  what- 
ever tribe  the  ftranger  fettles,  he  /hall  have  a 
portion  there  with  the  Jews,  Ezek.  xlvii. 
22,  23. 

VII.  Of  their  first  employments, 

WHEN  THEY  RETURN  TO  THEIR  OWN 

LAND. 

Their  fir/l  care  would  have  been,  to  reriiove 
all  monuments  of  heathen  idolatry  out  of  the 
Holy  Land,  if  their  mahometan  predece/fors 
had  not  done  this  for  them  ; whofe  own  idols 
will  be  found  at  Mecca  and  Medina,  not  at 
Jerufalem.  Three  things,  however,  will  ne- 
ce/farily  engage  their  early  attention,  viz. 
dividing  their  lands  to  their  feveral  tribes,  and 
rebuilding  their  cities,  efpecially  Jerufalem, 
with  a temple  in  the  midft  of  it. 

I.  They  will  divide  their  lands  to  their 
feveral  tribes,  and  to  the  /Irangers  who  come 
up  with  them  to  the  name  of  the  Lord.* — ■ 
Tradition  has  probably  handed  down  to  the 
Jews,  in  every  nation  under  heaven,  what 
tribe  they  belong  to  j or  if  not,  providence 
will  find  out  means  to  afeertain  the  point, 
with  fufficient  exad:nefs.  And  if  it  /hall 
appear  to  be  the  de/ign  of  the  divine  donor, 
to  realize  to  every  tribe  the  identical  po/Tef- 
lion  which  had  been  anciently  fettled  upon 
their  fathers,  when  their  coa/l  is  enlarged,  that 
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enlargement  may  alfo  be  divided  by  lot  to 
every  tribe,  fo  that  each  may  have  that  por- 
tion of  land  which  is  neareft  to  his  ancient 
lot.  But  as  Ezekiel’s  prophecy,  ch.  xlvii. 
13  to  the  end,  and  xlviii.  i — 29.  probably 
fpeaks  of  a divifion  of  the  land,  which  is  yet 
to  be  made;  (becaufe  from  no  day  prior  to 
this,  was  Jerufalem  ever  called,  for  a con- 
tinuance, as  it  is  to  be  from  the  day  of  this 
partition,  Jehovah  Shammah,  T!he  Lord  is 
there t ver.  35.)  therefore  we  apprehend,  that 
that  diviiion  will  be  of  the  whole  land,  which 
the  Lord  will  hereafter  give  them.  Provi- 
dence will  however  decide,  and  explain  this 
point  in  due  time. 

2.  They  will  rebuild  Jerufalem,  and  their 
other  cities.  True,  the  Lord  will  give  them 
great  and  goodly  cities  of  the  Mahometans,  as 
he  formerly  did  of  the  Canaanites,  which  they 
builded  not  ; and  hotifes  full  of  all  good  things, 
which  they  filled  not  ; yea,  wells  digged  ready 
to  their  hands,  and  vineyards  and  oliveyards, 
Deut.  vi.  10,  II.  Yet  the  following  words 
fpeak  exprefsly  of  thefe  times,  viz.  Ifai.  Ixi. 
4,  5.  They  floall  build  the  old  wafies,  they  fi^all 
raife  up  the  former  deflations  ; and  they  fioall 
repair  the  wafte  cities  ^ the  deflations  of  many 
generations : and  never  till  x\o\n  fir  angers 

willing  to  fiand  and  feed  their  flocks  ; nor  the 
fons  oj  the  alien  contented  to  be  their  plowmen 
and  vine-drejfersy  while  they  build  ; fee  alfo 
ch.  Iviii.  12.  Jer.  xxxiii.  12,  13.  Ezek.  xxxvi. 
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30 — 36.  Zech.  i.  16,  17.11'.  I — 12.  Ar>d 
it  appears,  Ezek.  xlviii.  30 — 35.  that  Jeru- 
laleni  will  be  built  four  Iquarc,  each  fide  of 
which  will  be  4500  meafures  : and  if  thi^ 
meajure  is  a reed^  or  three  yards  and  an  half, 
the  4500  meafures  will  be  near  nine  miles ; 
fee  my  Remarks  on  Rev.xv.  5 — 8.p.  213,  214. 
And  if  every  fide  is  near  nine  miles,  the  whole 
circumference  of  the  city  will  be  near  thirty- 
fix  miles. 

3.  In  the  midfl:  of  Jerufalem,  we  apprehend, 
a third  temple  will  be  built,  for  Jews  and  Gen- 
tiles to  worlhip  together^  for  God  now  makers 
upon  77iou}it  Sion  a feaji  of  fat  things  for  all 
nations  ; who  cannot,  in  vafl  crouds,  enjoy 
this  lead;  together,  or,  in  a wet  feafon,  join  in 
the  joyful  llrains  of  evangelic  praife,  without 
a covering  over  them  ; therefore  to  build  fuch 
a houfe  will  be  the  early  care  of  Jews  and 
Gentiles.  And  this  temple,  with  its  out- 
buildings and  courts,  wdl)  probably  be  near  a 
mile  fquare ; fee  Remarks^  quoted  above,  p. 
211,212.  The  ark  of  God  was  in  the  midlT;  of 
his  people,  both  when  they  encamped,  and  on 
their  march  through  the  wilder  nefs  tandofthefe 
happy  times  the  Eord  has  faid,  Ezek.  xxxvii. 
26,  27.  1 will  fet  my  fanBuary  in.  the  midf  of 
them  for  ever  my  tabernacle  alj'o  Jhall  be  with 
them  ; yeay  I will  be  their  God,  and  they  fall 
be  my  people.  And  of  this  houfe,  the  word 
which  he  fpake  by  Zechariah,  ch.  ix.  8.  will 
be  more  literally  verified,  than  it  ever  had  been 
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of  any  other,  I will  encamp  about  mine  houfe^ 
becaiife  oj  him  that  pajj’eth  by,  and  becaufe  of 
him  that  returneth  : and  no  opprejfor  fall  pafs 
through  them  any  more ; for  now  have  I Jeen 
with  mine  eyes.  This  temple  will  be  the  more 
delightful  to  God  and  his  people,  being  only 
ufed  for  evangelical  wbrfhip  ; for  now  they 
fall  fay  no  more,  the  ark  of  the  covenant  of  the 
Lord,  neither  fall  it  come  to  7nind,  neither  fall 
they  remember  it ; neither  fall  they  vift  it, 
neither  f all  that  be  done  any  more,  Jer.  iii.  i6. 
for  he  who  fook  the  earth  at  Sinai,  has  long 
ago  faken  2A\^  removed  that  lower  heaven  of 
fadows,  which  poured  no  inch  light,  and 
filed  no  fuch  refrefhing  influence  on  mount 
Sion,  as 'dignify  and  chear  our  gofpel  times; 
lee 'Hag.  ii.  6.  Heb.  xii.  26,  27. 

VIII.  O F THEIR  POLITY,  AND  OF  THEIR 

OFFICERS,  CIVIL  AND  ECCLESIASTICAL. 

The  great  magiftrate  of  the  univerfe  has 
left' it  to  the  nations  at  large*,  to  fix  upon  fuch 
refpedlive  forms  of  government,  as  they  find 
moft  conducive  to  their  own  happinefs.  And 
m’any  things'in  the  jewifh  polity  may  well  be 
left  to  their  own  prudence,  when  the  fpjrit  of 
God  is  poured  out  upon  them.  We  learn 
however  from  feripture,  that  the  Lord  Jefus 
will  exercife  a peculiar  government  overthem; 
that  a defeendant  of  David’s  family  will  be 
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their  king  j and  that  he  will  fix  his  royal  refi- 
dencc  in  the  tribe  of  Judah  in  Jerufalein,  and 
on  the  hill  of  Zion. 

I.  The  Lord  Jefus  will  eminently  reign 
over  them ; not  indeed  perfonally,  the  fcrip- 
ture  denies  this,  Adis  iii.  21.  nor  is  his  ap- 
pearance among  men  necefiTary  to  their  holinefs 
and  happinefs ; nor  fuitable  to  the  idea  of  our 
living  by  faith.  Befides,  if  it  would  degrade 
an  angel  to  come  down  and  live  upon  earth, 
how  much  more  the  Lord  of  angels  ! But 
he  (hall  reign  by  his  word  and  fpirit.  Ifrael 
had  fet  up  kings  of  their  own  j but  now  the 
Lord  faith,  O IJrael,  I will  be  thy  king,  Hof 
xiii.  9 — T2.  Accordingly,  fays  Ifaiah,  ix.6,7. 
Po  us  a child  is  born  ; and  the  government  fiall 
be  upon  his  Jljoulder  ; of  the  increafe  of  his  go- 
vernment  and  peace  there  fmll  be  no  end,  upon 
the  throne  of  David,  to  order  and  to  ejtablijlj  it, 
with  judgment  and  jufice,  from  hencejorth  and 
even  forever  ; the  zeal  of  the  Lord  of  hofs  will 
perform  this.  Therefore  faid  the  angel  to  the 
Virgin  Mary,  Luke  i.  32,33.  He  fall  be  great, 
and  fall  be  called  the  fon  of  the  Mghef-,  and 
the  Lord  God  fall  give  unto  him  the  throne  of 
his  father  David,  which  has  fo  long  flood, 
and  yet  ftands  vacant  for  him  ; and  he  fall 
reign  over  the  houfe  of  facob,  and  oj  his  kingdom 
there  fall  be  no  end.  And  when  the  deliverer 
is  come  to  Sion,  and  the  Lord  has  actually  let 
his  king  upon  that  holy  hill,  Pfal.  ii.6.  he  will, 
by  his  minifters,yfW  out  the  rod  of  his  Jirength, 

. more 
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more  potent  than  ever  Mofes’s  rod  was,  to 
fubdue  the  nations  to  the  obedience  of  faith. 

Bat  his  reigning  eminently  in  mount  Sion, 
and  his  making  Jerufalem  the  throne  of  his 
glory  ^ and  the  city  of  the  great  kingy  intimates, 
(I.)  Plis  exerting  a fpecial  gracious  influence 
among  his  people  there ; which  believing 
Gentiles  will  perceive,  when  they  come  up  to 
worfliip  the  Lord  at  Jerufalem,  (2.)  His  af- 
fording that  city  an  eminent  and  peculiar  pro- 
tedlion,  as  his  elpccial  dwelling  place  for  ever. 
And,  (3.)  His  giving  fpeedy  anfwers  to  the 
appeals,  vvhich  his  fubjedts  there  make  to  him, 
Ilai.  Ixv.  24. 

2.  A branch  of  David’s  family  will,  pro- 
bably, fit  vifibly  upon  his  father’s  throne,  in 
fucceflion  to  the  end  of  time.  There  is  reafon 
to  believe,  that  the  line  of  David  is  now  pre- 
ferved  fomewhere,  to  be  hereafter  attefted  to 
the  fatisfadlion  of  all  Ifrael,  becaufe  the  Lord 
promifed  David  to  eJiabliJJj  the  throne  of  his 
kingdom  for  every  2 Sam.  vii.  13.  therefore 
Jeremiah  concludes,  ch.  xxxiii.  17 — 26.  that, 
as  fure  as  the  world  has  day  and  night  in  their 
feafony  David  pall  never  want  a man  to ft  upon 
the  throne  oj  the  houfe  of  IJraely  which  can- 
not be  underflood  only  of  Chrifl,  becaufe  he 
fpeaks  of  David’s  'feed  as  rulers  over  the  feed 
of  Abraham  y IfaaCy  and  "Jacoby  and  of  multi- 
plying  h.h  feed y ver.  22,  26.  and  that  not  only 
in  the  times  of  Zerubbabel  and  his  fuccelTors, 
but  whenever  the  two families  which  the  LORD 
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has  choferiifjall  be  a nathn  before  ihefji,  ver.  24'. 
Hofea  alfo  tells  us,  ch.  i.  10,  j i.  that  when 
the  number  of  the  children  of  Ijrael  fiall  be  as 
the  f and  of  the  fea  ; and  when  it  Jball'be  faid 
to  themy  ye  are  the  fons  of  the  living  Gody  then 
Jhall  the  children  of  Ifrael  and  of  fuddh  be  ga- 
thered together y and  appomt  over  them  one  tem- 
poral head ; and  great  lhall  be  the  day  of  fez- 
reel.  He  adds,  ch.  iii.  4,  5.  that  the  children  of 
Ifrael  Jhall  abide  many  days  without  a kingy  &c. 
but  they  Jhall  returny  and  feek  th'e 

Lord  their  Gody  and  David  their  king ; ajid 
Jhall  fear  the  Lord  and  his  goodnefs  in  the  latter 
days.  And,  indeed,  how  can  the  fpirit  of  grace 
and  fupplication  be  poured  upon  the  houje  of 
Davidy  as  it  certainly  will  be  in  thefe  times  ; 
or  how  can  that  family,  at  one  time,  mourn 
aparty  and  at  another  be  ftrong  as  the  angel  of 
the  Lordy  if  there  is  no  houfe  of  David  1 
Zech.  xii.  8,  10,  12.  Thefe  laft  paffages 
cannot  be  underftood  of  Chrift,  any  more  than 
fome  of  the  preceding.  And  though  an  in- 
fpired  apoftle  aflures  us,  Adis  xv.  16,  17.  that 
God’  ’s  vifiting  the  G entiles y to  take  out  of  them 
a people  for  his  namey  agrees  with  the  words  of 
the  prophets  in  general,  and  efpecially  with 
Amos  ix.  II,  12.  as  the  LXX.  tranflate  thofe 
words  j yet,  belides  that  fpiritual  and  figu- 
rative fenfe,  to  underfiiand  the  words  of  Amos 
literally,  according  to  the  Hebrew,  afiigns  a 
reafon  for  the  following  phrafeology  : In  thaf 
day  will  I rafe  up  the  tabernacle  of  David 
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that  is  fallen y and  clofe  up  the  breaches  thereof 
and  I will  raife  up  his  ruins y and  will  build  it 
as  in  the  days  of  old ; that  is,  in  vifible  fplen- 
d jr  j that  they  may  pojfefs  the  remnant  oj  Edom^ 
and  of  all  the  heathen  which  are  called  by  my 
n.iney  faith  the  LORD  that  doth  this.  And 
tJiough  many  myriads  of.  the  'Jews  believed  in 
tii^nss  ot  the  apoltles,  Adis  xx.  20.  Gr. 
and  many  more  will  hereafter,  yet  this  doejs 
not  feem  to  exhaull  all  the  grace  of  this  pro- 
phecy. 

Zerubbabel  may  perhaps  be  confidered  as  a 
fhadow  of  that  perfon,  who  is  hereafter  iiril 
to  enjoy  this  honour  on  David’s  throne  j and 
who  feems  to  be  repretented  by  young 
twigy  Ezek.  xvii.  22 — 24.  which  is  to  grow 
from  the  higheji  branch  of  the  high  cedar y fet 
by  the  hand  ot  (iod.  This  tender  one,  I fup- 
pofe,  now  grows  negledled  and  unknown  in 
fome  inhofpitable  foil  (where  a jewilh  family 
may  have  p refer ved  their  genealogy  from  So- 
lomon) ; but  when  God  plants  it  in  the 
mountain  of  the  height  oJ  Ifraef  it  will  bring 
forth  fuch  boughs,  and  bear  fuch  fruit,  that  all 
the  trees  of  the  field  Jloail  know,  w'ho  it  is  that 
brings  down  the  high  tree  and  exalts  the  low ; 
dries  up  the  green  tree,  and  makes  the  dry  tree 
to  fiourijh  -y  which  words  could  have  but  a 
partial  accomplifhment  in  Zerubbabel ; fee 
alfo  ch.  xxxiv.  23 — 25.  xxxvii.  24. 

3.  The  royal  refidence  of  this  king  will  be 
in  the  tribe  of  Judah,  in  Jerufakm,  and  on 
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mount  Sion.  This  is  implied  in  Cod’s  giving 
Samaria  and  Sodom  for  daughters  to  ferujalemy 
Ezck.  xvi.  61.  and  this  is  the  hay'uefiy  which 
he  hath  fet  for  thee^  O ‘^udah , when  he  returns 
the  captivity  of  his  people,  Hof.  vi.  ii.  with 
which  agree  the  words  of  Zechariah,  ch.  x. 
3,  4.  (which  might  be,  in  part,  accomplifhed 
in  the  times  of  the  Maccabees^)  viz.  'The  Lord 
of  hofts  hath  vifited  his  flock,  the  houfe  of  fudah  ; 
and  hath  made  them  as  his  goodly  horj'e  in  the 
battle.  From  him  came  forth  the  corner,  from 
him  the  nail,  from  him  the  battle-bow, from  him 
every  opprejjor  together.  His  throne  Jhall  alfo 
be  eflab lifted  in  the  tabernacle  of  David,  Ifai. 
xvi.  5.  Yea,  now,  O tower  of  the  flock,  the 
flrong  hold  of  the  daughter  of  Zion,  to  thee  jhall 
it  come,  even  the  flrjt  dominion  ; the  kingdom 
Jloall  come  to  the  daughter  of  flerufalem,  Mic. 
iv.  8. 

This  government  will  have  no  concern  with 
the  ceremonial  law,  which  w^as  long  ago  bu-^ 
tied  in  the  body  of  the  God-man,  Adts  xv. 
10,  II.  Rom.  vii.  i — 4.  And  fo  far  as  their 
judicial  law  favoured  of  the  ancient  fpirit  of 
bondage,  it  muft  give  place  to  the  milder 
genius  of  evangelical  times.  But  the  moral 
law  is  of  everlafting’obligation;  and  the  whole 
word  of  God,  in  its  letter  or  fpirit,  will  be 
the  honourable  balls  of  this  glorious  and  per- 
manent kingdom.  And, 

4.  Agreeable  to  the  complexion  of  this 
religious  court,  will  be  the  charadters  of  their 
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magiftrates  and  minifters;  who  will  carefully 
avoid  the  extremes  of  fuperftition  on  the  one 
hand,  and  irreligion  on  the  other.  The  an- 
cient jewidi  magijirates  did  not  propagate  even 
the  moral  law  (much  lefs  their  ceremonial 
religion),  yet  they  defended  it,  by  the  fword; 
and  the  perfons  in  whofe  hands  executive 
juftice  is  hereafter  lodged,  will  do  the  fame ; 
w'ell  fatisfied,  that  to  protedt  the  moral  law, 
is  to  furniih  the  gofpel  with  an  external  de- 
fence, and  to  fecure  to  the  ftate  the  happinefs 
which  refults  from  a national  obedience  to  it. 
It  cannot  efcape  their  attention,  that  the  moral 
law  was  originally  given,  not  to  the  jewifli 
prieft,  but  to  Mofes  who  was  king  in  JeJlmrun-, 
that  that  law  was  published  with  a voice  that 
fJjook  the  earthy  and  afterwards  graven  on  tables 
of  ftone,  firm  and  durable  ; that  it  was  com- 
mitted to  the  care  of  the  redeemer,  to  be  put 
into  the  hearts  of  all  his  new-covenant  people; 
and  that  the  works  of  this  law  are  written 
upon  the  heart  of  every  man  that  comes  into 
the  world  : therefore,  agreeable  to  the  letter 
of  this  law,  the  jewilh  magiftrate  will  fuffer 
no  fubjedt  to  make,  nor  bow  down  to  graven 
images  ; (fee  Zech.  xiii.  2,  3.)  to  do  any  man-' 
ner  of  work  on  the  fabbath  day  ; nor  to  take  the 
name  of  the  Lord  his  God  in  vain.  At  prefent, 
alas  ! half-hearted  profefibrs  of  this  Sardian 
period,  'who  have  a name  to  live  and  are  deady 
are  induftrious  to  furnifh  chrilfian  magiftrates, 
with  deluiive  pleas  for  the  negledt  of  thefe 
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duties,  though  they  are  efTential  to  our  poli- 
tical happinefs.  But  hear  what  God  has 
faid  of  the  happier  times  of  which  we  fpeak, 
Ifai.  i.25 — 27.  / will  turn  7nine  hand  upon  theei 
a7id  according  to  purenefs^  Heb.  purge  away  thy 
drofsy  and  take  away  all  thy  tin.  And  I will 
re  It  ore  thy  judges  as  at  thejirji  ; and  thy  coun- 
fellors  as  at  the  beginning  : and  when  I have 
given  thee  fuch  magiftrates  as  Mofes,  Jofhua, 
and  David  were,  ajterwards  thou  jloalt  be  called^ 
the  city  of  right  eoufnefs^  the  faithful  city.  Zion 
fiall  be  redee^ned  with  judgment  y and  her  converts 
with  righteoufnefs  And  all  men  fhall  now  know, 
that  the  moral  law  was  madey  and  that  its 
penal  fandions,  even  in  this  world,  lie  againft 
the  ungodly  and  fnnersy  and  againff  the  un- 
righteous and  profaney  as  well  as  again fl  the 
daring  violators  of  fecond-table  duties,  i Tim. 
i.  9,  10.  and  fee  clearly  that,  without  an 
attention  to  thefe  duties,  magiftrates  cannot 
be  olive-treesy  furnishing  the  church  with  holy 
oily  Zech.  ch.  iv.  and  Rev.  xi.  4.  nor,  as  the 
miniflers  of  Gody  poflefs  a glory  and  honour, 
which  they  may  carry  with  them  into  the 
heavenly  Jerufalem,  Rev.  xxi.  24. 

The  Lord  will  alfo  give  them  ??ji?ii/lers  as 
well  as  magiftrates,  according  to  his  own  heart, 
who  fjall  feed  them  with  hiowledge  and  imder- 
funding,  Jer.  iii.  15.  watchmen,  who  will  never 
bold  their  peace  day  nor  night,  as  long  as  fin 
and  the  devil  are  Seeking  to  feduce  fouls,  Ifai. 
Ixii.  6.  Jhepherds,  fuch  as  the  fon  of  David 

fhall 
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fliall  appoint  to  feed^  and  to  lead  them  to  living 
waters',  and  angels,  to  watch  over  them  witli' 
celeftial  care.  Rev.  i.  20.  fee  alfo  Pf.  cxxxii. 
16.  Jer.  xxiii.  4.  xxxi.  14.  xxxiii.  18,  21,22. 
and  Ezek.  xxxiv.  throughout. 

\ 

IX.  Of  their  temporal  and  spiritual 

\ 

PROSPERITY,  AFTER  THEIR  RETURN 
TO  THEIR  OWN  LAND.  . . 

To  begin  with  their  temporal  profperity, 
let  us  confider  the  certainty  of  it ; their  joy  in 
it  ; and  the  impreffions  which  it  will  make 
upon  other  nations. 

I.  The  certainty  of  it.  Now  the  blelhnes 
pronounced  by  Mofes,  Deut.  xxviii.  3 — 6.  are 
to  be  fubdantiated  upon  their  peilbns  and 
eftates,  in  the  city  and  in  the  Jield.  Now  the 
people  dwell  in  Zion  at  yerufalem  ; and 
the  faithfulnefs  which  reacheth  to  the  clouds, 
will  give  them  the  rain- of  their  feed,  Ifai.  xxx. 
19 — 26.  Yea^  the  Lord  Jl^alt' comfort  Zion  ^ 
he  will  comfort  all  her  wajle  places ; he  will 
make  her  wildernefs  like  Rden,  and  her  defert  like 
the  garden  of  the  Lord.  Joy  and  gladhefs  Jhall 
be  jound  therein  ; thankfgiving  and  the  voice,  of 
melody.  And  inflead  oj  the  thorn  JJjaH  come  up 
' the  fir-tree,  and  injlead  oJ'  the  brier  jhall  come 
up  the  myrtle-tree.  Violence  fijall  no  more  be^ 
heard  in  their  land,  wafting  nor  dejlru'Bion 
within  their  borders-,  therefore  they'-' may  now 
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call  their  walls  falvatiorij  and  i\\^\r  gates  praife.  - 
T^hey ' Jhall  build  houfes  a?id  inhabit  them,  they 
fall  plant  vineyards,  and  eat  the  fruit  of  them. 
The  Lord  has  alfo  fworn  by  his  right  handy 
and  by  the  arm  of  his  frengthy  that  they  fhall 
no  more  build  and  plant  for  others  j fee  ch. 
li.  3.  Iv.  13.  lx.  17,  18.  hn.  8,9.  lxv.2i — 23; 
In  (imilar  language  fpeaks  Ezvkiel,ch.  xxviii. 
24 — 26.  xxxiv.  14,  27.  xxxvi.  8 — 15.  And 
he  will  mabe  a covenant  for  them  with  the 
be  a (is  of  the  feld,  the  fowls  of  heaven,  and  the 
creeping  things  oj  the  ground  ; and  having  be- 
trothed them  to  him  lei  f,  he  will  hear  the 
heavens,  and  they  fail  hear  the  earth,  in  their 
favour,  Hof  ii.  14 — 23.  And  now  the  plow- 
man fall  overtake  the  reaper,  and  the  t reader 
of  grapes  him  that foweth  feed,  Amos  ix.  i 3 — 1 5. 
Yea,  old  men  and  old  women  fhall  dwell  in  the 
freets  of  '^erufalem  ; which  fhall  be  jull  oJ  boys 
and  girls  playing  there  ; while  corn  makes  the 
young  men  chearful,  and  new  wine  the  maids, 
Zech.  viii.  4 — 15.  ix.  17. 

2.  They  fhall  have  great  joy  in  this  mercy. 
They  fhall  go  out  with  joy  from  the  countries 
they  leave,  and  be  led  forth  with  peace-,  the  moun- 
tains and  the  hills  fall  break  forth  before  them 
into  fnging,  and  all  the  trees  of  the  feld  jhall 
clap  their  hands.  And  as  they  approach  their 
own  land,  it  fhall  be  faid.  Break  forth  into  joy, 
fng  together  ye  wajte  places  of  ferufalem  for 
the  Lord  hath  comforted  his  people,  he  hath 
redeemed  Jerufalem.  fhe  LORD  hath  made 
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hare  his  holy  arm  in  the  eyes  of  all  the  nations y 
and'cill  the  ends  oj  the  earth  Jlo  all  fee -the  J'al~ 
vat  ion  of  our  God.  Now  the  Lord  /hall  mul- 
tiply them,  and  they  Jhall  not  be  jew  ; yea, 
glorify  them,  and  they  JJoall not  be  J'mall.  They 
/hall  allb  repeatedly  come  to  Zion  with  JongSy 
and  everlajiing  joy  upon  their  heads.  And, 
when  they  return  home,  they  /hall  call  every 
inan  his  neighbour  under  the  vine,  and  under  the 
Jig-tree,  to  praife  God  with  hitn  ; fee  Ifai.  lii. 
7. — 12.  Iv.  12.  Ixv.  18,  19.  Jer.  XXX.  19. 
Zech.  iii.  i o. 

3.  The  impreffions  which  t^helr  glory  will 
make  upon  other  nations.  Ci'od  has  told  them',- 
Gentiles  foali  come  to  thy  light,  and  kings  to 
the  brightnefs  of  thy  rijing.  And  ye  Jloall  be 
named  the  priejls  of  the  Lord  j.  men  jhall  call 
you  the  minijiers  of  our  God.  The  righteoujhej's 
alfo  of  jerufalem  foal  I go  forth  as  brightnefs, 
and  her  falvation  as  a lamp  that  burrieth. 
Then  from  the  uttermof  parts  of  the  earth,- 
/liall  be  heard  fongs,  even  glory  to  the  righteous 
for  now  the  Jews  (hall  be  a crqwn  of  glory,  to 
be  (hewn  to  the  nations,  in  the  hand  of  the' 
LORD',  and  a diadem  of  beauty  in  the  hand 
of  owi  God : and  they  fall  tali  them,  the  holy 
people,  the  redeemed  of  the  LORD  : and  thou 
foalt  be  called  Sought  out,  a city  not  jorfaken, 
Ifai.  xxiv.  16.  lx.  3.  Ixj.  6.-  Ixii.  i — 12. 
And  when  the  Lord  fets  'glory  in  the  land  of 
the  living,  all  nations  foall^  'call  them  blefed ; 
and  they  fliall  be  a delightfome  land,  faith  the 
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ZjORD  of  hoflsy  Mai.  iii.  12.  Yea,  this 
people  fliall  be  as  the  fones  of  a crown y lijted 
7ip  as  an  enfgn  on  his  land.  And  now  the  Lord 
will  ref  in  his  love ; he  will  joy  over  her  with 
fngingy  iii.  14 — 20.  Zech.  viii.  13. 

ix.  16.  But  this  leads  me. 

To  conhder  their  fpiritual  profperity,  after 
their  return  to  the  land  of  promife.  Many 
things  will  occalion  and  promote  this,  viz« 
Their  light  of  what  God  has  done  for  them  ; 
their  reparation  from  among  the  nations  ; 
God’s  dwelling  with  them ; his  giving  them 
his  fpirit;  the  intercourfe  they  will  have  with 
him  by  prayer;  and  the  great  encouragement) 
he  gives  them,  to  adt  for  him  in  their 
families. 

1.  The  light  of  what  God  has  done  for 
them.  Mercies  harden  proud  men  to  their 
deftru(ffion  ; but  like  a celeftial  lire,  melt  the 
ingenuous  into  penitence  and  love.  And 
when  the  Jews  fee  the  riches  and  fovereignty 
of  that  grace,  which  has  brought  their  fouls 
to  God,  and  their  bodies  to  Canaan  ; when, 
they  fee  the  arm  made  bare  which  has  done 
this  for  them  ; and  read  his  ancient  faithful- 
nefs,  written  in  vivid  charadlers,  upon  them- 
felves  and  their  circumllances;  this  love  of  God 
and  Chrill:  'wiW  confrain  them,  and  plant  every 
grace  of  the  Ipirit  in  that  foil,  which  had  long 
nourilhed  only  the  lulls  of  the  flelh. 

2.  Theirfeparation  from  among  the  nations 
will  contribute  to  tKeir  fandtification.  If  the- 

Jews 


Prsfperity  in  Canaan.  79 

Jews  continue  fifty  years  among  the  Gentiles, 
after  their  converfion  is  begun,  in  A.D.  i8i6, 
they  will  doubtlefs  (hare  in  the  defilements  of' 
the  places  where  they  live,  and  perhaps  too 
much  refcmble  common  gentile  profeflbrs  of 
religion}  but  it  is  faid  of  the  144,000  who 
will  Jiand  with  the  Lamb  on  mount  Sion, 
A.D.  1866,  Lhefe  are  they  who  were  not  dejiled 
with  women,  for  they  are  virgins } thefe  are 
they  who  follow  the  Lamb,  whitherfoever  be 
goeth : thefe  were  redeemed  from  among  men, 
being  the  jirf- fruits  unto  God,  and  to  the  Lamb  % 
and  in  their  mouth  was  found  no  guile,  for  they 
are  without  fault,  fpot,  or  blemifh  Ae- 

fore  God,  Rev.  xiv,  4,  5.  Gr.  Now  the  Lord 
will  turn  to  his  people  a pure  language,  that 
they  may  all  call  upon  the  name  of  the  LORD, 
to  ferve  him  with  one  confent.  He  will  al-To 
take  away  out  of  the  midfi  of  them,  thofe  that 
rejoice  in  \k\e\x  pride } and  they  fall  be  no  more 
haughty  becaufe  of  his  holy  mountain,  Zeph^ 
iii.  9,  1 1.  He  adds,  / will frengthen  them  in 
the  LORD  } and  they  flail  walk  up  and  down 
in  his  name,  as  going  about  his  bulinefs^  faith 
the  LORD,  And,  when  the  names  of  their 
idols  are  cut  off,  and  the  propheU  'and  unckah 
fpirits  are  cauied  to  pafs  out  of  the  land,  fe- 
rufalem  p^all  be  called  the  city  of  truth,  and 
the  mountain  of  the  Lord  of  hojis,  the  holy 
mountain',  fee  Zech.  viii.  3.  x.  12.  xiii.  2. 
Mai.  iii.  3.  . . 

3.  God’s 
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3.  Go'd’s  dwelling  with  them  will  make 
them  holy.  The  redeemer'  jlmll  come  to  Sion  ; 
to  Jljarne  the  fu7i,  and  conJou7id  the  moon.  Now 
/Jerufalem  fhall  be  called  for  ever,  yehovah 
'iShammahy  the  Lord  is  there ; and  they  fhall 

call  him,  7/6/,  77iy  hvjhatidy  and  JJmll  call  him 
no  more  Baali,  7ny  lord ; for  he  fhall  betroth 
them  to  himfelffor  ever.  Therefore  they  fhall 
fay,  I will  greatly  rejoice  in  the  Lord,  &;c.  for 
he  hath  covered  me,  in  one  adt  of  j unification, 
with  the  robe  of  right eoufnefs ; and  afterwards 
clothed  me  gradually  with  the  garments  of  faL 
vation.  At  the  fame  time,  he  will  alfo  create 
upon  every  dwelling  place  of  7nount  Sion,  a cloud 
a7id  fmoke  by  day,  and  the  fining  of  a faming 
fire  by  night ; and  upon  all  that  glory  fijall  be 
a defence  fee  Ifai.  iv.  5.  xxiv.  23.  lix.  20. 
lx.  19,  21.  Ixv.  19.  Ezek.  xlviii.  35.  Hof. 
ii.  16 — 20.  Zech.  ii.  5. 

4.  He  will  give  his  fpirit  to  them  : and 
Ifaiah  affures  us,  that  the  defolations  of  Judah 
will  continue,  till  the  fpirit  is  poured  upo7i 
them  from  on  high,  ch.  xxxii.  13 — 17.  but 
with  this  fpirit  of  the  Father  and  of  Chrift, 
the  Lord  will  make,  and  feal,  his  covenant  with 
them  ; fee  Jer.  xxxi.  31 — 34.  Ezek.  xxxvi. 
27.  xxxix.  29.  xlvii.  I — 5.  Zech.  xii.  10. 
And  that  prophecy,  Joel  ii.  28 — 32.  which 
was  partly  fulfilled  at  the  day  of  Pentecofi:, 
Adts  iii.  3 — 21.  may  flill  remain  for  a more 
glorious  accompliflrment,  when  the  fpirit  fhall 
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be  poured  upon  all  fle.jh  } when  the  Jons  and 
daughters  of  the  Jews  Jhall  prophejy ; when 
wonders  fliall  be  fewn  in  heaven  and  earth  ; 
and  when  in  mount  Sion  and  in  Jerufalem  there 
fall  be  deliverance^  efpecially  perhaps  at  A.  D. 
1941  5 fee  my  third  chapter. 

5.  Their  intercourfe  with  heaven  by  prayer 
will  be  eminently  purifying.  The  Jpirit  of 
grace  is  always  a fpirit  oj' JupplicationSy  efpe- 
cially in  thefe  happy  times ; for  now  the  Lord 
will  be  exalted y that  he  may  have  mercy  upon 
them ; yea,  he  will  be  very  gracious  unto  them, 
at  the  voice  ofxhtu  cry  ; when  he  fall  hear  it, 
he  will  anfwer  them.  And  it  fall  even  come 
to  pafsy  that  before  they  call  he  will  anjwer,  and 
while  they  are  yet J peaking  he  will  hear  ^ Ifai.  xxx. 

1 8,  1 9.  Ixv.  24. 

6.  The  great  encouragement  which  they 
will  have,  to  adt  for  God  in  their  families, 
will  wonderfully  promote  their  fpiritual  prof- 
perity.  If  religion  is  alive  in  the  church,  it 
wdll  adl  in  the  w^orld,  and  efpecially  in  the 
family.  And  it  will  contribute  much  to  the 
future  holinefs  and  comfort  of  the  Jews,  to 
obferve  the  gracious  notice  which  the  Lord 
takes  of  their  children,  in  his  covenant.  It 
is  promifed.  When  he  feeth  his  children y the 
work  of  mine  hands,  in  the  midf  of  him  ; and 
efpecially  when  he  hears  the  Lord  faying. 
Their  children  fall  be  as  aforetime,  that  is,  dedi- 
cated to  God  by  an  external  vifible  feal  of  his 
covenant ; yea»  when  they  iec,  that  themfelves 
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are  vifibly  the  feed  which  the  Lord  has  blefj'edi 
and  their  offspring  with  them  ; then,  faith  he, 
they  ffall JanSiiJy  my  namCy  and  fandiify  the  holy 
one  of  Jacob  j and  ffall  fear  the  God  of  IJraef 
Ifai.  xxix.  23.  Ixv.  23.  Jer.  xxx.  20.  As. 
blclTed  perfons,  they  cannot  but  underftand 
the  covenant  made  with  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and 
Jacob,  as  thofe  patriarchs  underftood  it  ; and 
it  is  certain  that  they  underftood,  that  their 
children  were  to  be  taken  into  covenant  with 
them,  by  an  outward  vifible  fign.  And  when 
the  natural  branches  are  grafted  info  their  good 
olive-tree  again  ; and  fee  that  their  buds  are 
rieligned  to  partake  with  them  of  the  fap  and 
fatnefs  of  that  rooty  they  cannot  doubt  whether 
they  are  to  be  initiated  into  the  vilible  church, 
in  the  fame  manner  as  themfelves  were,  viz. 
by  baptifm.  And  this  will  confirm  gentile 
Chrifiians,  in  their  prefent  method  of  dedi- 
cating their  children  to  God;  fee  Rom.  iv.  1 1. 

Itisevidcntly  theduty  of  Chrifiians  in  general 
not  to  confine  their  attention  always  and  only 
to  the  f rji  principles  of  the  doSirine  of  Chrijty 
but  to  go  on  to  perfediion.  And  when  thefe 
happy  times  come,  I doubt  not,  but  that  we, 
and  our  baptifi  and  other  brethren,  fhall  be 
ftrengthened  of  God,  to  leave  the  dodirine  of 
b apt  if  ms  y and  of  laying  on  of  hands  ; in  the 
fame  fenfe  as  the  church  of  God  has  left  the 
dodtrine  of  repentance  from  dead  works  y of  faith 
towards  Gody  of  the  refurrediion  of  the  deady  and 
of  eternal  judgment  y Heb,  vi.  i>2.  -But  as  the 
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two  lafl:  of  thefe  are  defigned  to  ftimulate  men 
to  daily  repentance  and  faith,  fo  they  will  leave 
none  of  thefe  fix  things,  by  diftelieving  them} 
and  thofe  four  of  them  which  are  pradtical, 
fland  in  too  folemn  a connedlion,  for  any  of 
them  to  be  left  by  being  difufed,  in  thefe  days 
of  abounding  grace. 

X.  Of  the  influence  which  the  jews 

RETURN  TO  THEIR  OWN  LAND,  WILL 
HAVE  UPON  THE  CONVERSION  OF  THE 
GENTILES. 

This  inquiry  is  fo  connedled  with  our  fub- 
jedl,  and  fo  interelfing  to  us,  that  an  apology 
for  introducing  it  feeins  needlefs. 

If  many  of  the  Jews  in  London  fliould  be 
converted  to  chriftianity  after  A.  D.  1816,  no 
doubt  this  will  occafion  fome  other  inhabitants 
of  that  city,  to  awake  to  righteonfnefs , and  to 
fee  from  the  wrath  to  come  : and  Simulate 
true  Chriftians,  to  purfue  more  vigorous  me- 
thods, to  propagate  the  gofpel  to  the  ends  of 
the  earth.  A nd  the  fame  may  be  faid  of  other 
chriflian  cities  and  kingdoms.  I'he  popifh 
countries,  however,  who  have  expelled  the 
Jews  from  among  them,  have  deprived  them- 
telves  of  this  advantage ; as  they  are  alfo,  on 
many  other  accounts,  farther  off  from  fal- 
vation  than  heathen  countries  in  general. 

But  though  their  begun  converfion  may 
minifter  to  the  wider  fpread  of  the  gofpel,  yet 
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the  kingdoms  of  this  world  will  not  generally 
become  the  kingdoms  of  our  Lord,  and  oj  his 
Chriji,  till  the  feventh  trumpet  founds  A.  D. 
1866,  Rev.  xi.  15.  under  which  we  have  three 
accounts  of  the  fpread  of  the  gofpel  among 
the  Gentiles.  The 

Firji  immediately  fucceeds  the  account  of 
the  Jews  return  to  their  own  land,  Rev.  xiv. 
I — 6.  and  is  brought  about  by  an  angel’s 
jiying  through  the  midji  of  heaven,  to  preach 
the  everlajiing  gofpel  to  them  that  dwell  on  the 
earth.  We  heard,  under  the  hxth  particular 
of  this  head,  that  many  of  the  Gentiles  will 
ailifl,  and  fome  of  them  join,  the  Jews  in 
their  return  to  Canaan  ; and  others  who  do 
not  join  them,  wdll  doubtlefs  be  much  im- 
preffed  with  the  account  of  it,  which  the  angel 
juft  mentioned  gives  them.  Befides  this,  the 
bloody  deftrudlion  in  the  Pope’s  territories, 
mentioned  ver.  20.  which  may  perhaps  occur 
about  A.  D.  1926,  cannot  but  excite  the 
nations  to  embrace  the  gofpel,  though  the 
Holy  Ghoft  has  not  particularized  this  effed: 
of  it. 

The  fecond  general  fpread  of  the  gofpel, 
under  the  feventh  trumpet,  will  be  after  the 
Turks  have  invaded  the  Land  of  Ifrael, 
about  A.  D.  1941  ; but  of  this  fee  the  next 
chapter. 

The  third  general  converfion  of  the  Gen- 
tiles, will  be  after  the  man  of  fn  is  wholly 
deftroyed,  A.  D.  2016;  when  ten  thoufand 
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tongues  {hall  fay,  Hallelujah y for  the  Lord  God 
omnipotent  reignethy  Rev.  xix.  6.  So  will  he 
reign  eminently  through  the  millennium,  and 
to  the  end  of  time. 

Thus  we  have  feen,  that  the  fulnefs  of  the 
Gentiles  will  come  in  to  Chrift  gradually  j for 
there  are  different  times  in  which  they  will  be 
evangelized.  And  the  fame  we  have  heard  of 
the  converfion  of  the  Jews  j and,  under  the 
next  head,  fhall  hear  the  fame  about  their  re* 
turn  to  their  own  land. 
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OF.  GOG’S  INVADING'THE  land  op 
.^  ■ISRAEL, ' AFTER  THE  JEWS  RE- 
TURN TO  IT."  - ■ 
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Here  we  muft  enquire,  L-Who  THEji?itfEMY 
IS  THAT  WILL  INVADE  THEM,  AND  THE 
OCCASION  OF  IT. 

FTER  the  account  of  the  refurrecflion 


r\  of  dry  bonesy  Ezek.  xxxvii.  which  re- 
prefented  both  the  future  refurreiftion  of  the 
dead,  and  Ifrael’s  return  to  be  fettled  in  one 
happy  kingdom,  in  their  own  land,  we  are 
informed  of  Gogs  invafion  of  that  land,  ch. 
xxxviii.  and  xxxix. 

We  find  a perfon  of  the  name  of  Gogy  de- 
feended  in  the  fourth  or  fifth  generation  from 
Reuben,  i Chron.  v.  i — 6.  for  as  his  de- 
femdarit  Beerah  was  a prince  of  Reiibeny  there- 
fore his  anceftor  Gog  muft  have  been  fo  too, 
ver.  6.  This  man,  probably  refenting  it  that 
bis  progenitor  Reuben,  who  was  the  eldefl 
fon  of  Jacob,  was  denied  the  birthright,  broke 
off  entirely  from  the  houfe  of  Ifrael,  and 
fettled  at  a diftance  from  Canaan.  And  three 
others  of  Reuben’s  pofterity,  viz.  Dathan, 


Abiram, 
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Abiram,  and  Oi),  perhaps  fodc  the  fame  reafon, 
joined  Korah’s  Eebellion  i^gainft  Moifes  and 
Aaron,  Nam.  xvi.  i.  though  they  affigned 
different  reafons  for  their  conduct,  ver.,  13,  14. 
But  vvhile  the  earth  entombs  the  latter,  fome 
were  to  defcend  from  Gog,  who  lhall  be  heirs 
of  falvation,  Zech.  xiv.  16.  therefore,  though 
he  leaves  the  fociety  of  the  faithful,  he  lives* 
and  profpers  temporally,  in  the  land  of  Magog i 
fo  called  from  that  fon  of  Japhet,  of  the  lamjq 
name,  who  poB'efi'ed  it  before  him,  Gen.  x.  2-  He 
'becomes  al  chief  prince  of  thofe  countries., 

which  had  been  peopled  by  two  pther  fons  of 
Japhet,  viz.  Me Poech  and 'rubai.  It  grieved  David 
to  be  forced  to  fojourn  in  Mefsech^  and  dwell  in 
the  tents  of  Kedar  the  Ifhmaelite,  Pfal.  cxx.  5. 
but  fuch  company  fuits  an  apoftate  defcendant 
of  Reuben;  who,  if  we  may  judge  by  the 
expedition  which  we  are  now  conlidering, 
had  before  habituated  his  troops  to  rapine  and 
blood. 

In  this  invafion  of  the  Land  of  Ifrael,  Gog 
has  alfo  many  joined  with  him,  viz.  Ferfa  in 
the  Ethiopia  and Lybia  in.  Africa,  all  of 

them  with  fhield and  helmet.  GomerdMo^  theeldeR 
fon  of  Japhet,  a'nd  all  his  bands  ; together  with 
the  houfe  of  rogarmah\\\^gy2,nMQnyG&n.-yL.  2,  3. 
oJ  the  north  quarters^  and  all  his  bands  ; and 
many  people  with  him,  ver.  3 — 6.  Yet,  as  if  this 
company  was  not  enough  to  opprefs  Ifrael, 
when  they  are  come  into  their  land,  they  will 
find  traitors  among  themfelves,  who  through 
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fome  difcontcnt,  pride,  avarice,  or  hatred  to  the 
jftridlnefs  of  their  religion,  or  through  fome 
acquaintance  with,  and  artifice  of  the  invaders, 
will  at  firfi:  join  their  vidlorious  arms  ; fuch 
will  be  the  conduct  of  T'yre^  Sidon^  Philijiia, 
and  the  countries  once  polfeffed  hy  Edo?ni  Moab 
and  Ammon ^ as  well  as  of  Hadrachy  Damajcus 
and  Ha?nathy  whofe  poflefiions  are  now  in  the 
hands  of  the  Arabians ; fee  Ifai.  xxv.  lo.  Joel 
iii.  4 — 8.  Zech.  ix.  i — 7. 

Befides  Daniel  and  Ezekiel,  two  prophets 
who  followed  after  them,  viz.  Zechariah  and 
John  in  Patmos,fpoke  of  this  invading  enemy. 
It  is  alfo  intimated,  ver.  17.  that  the  Lord 
had  fpoken  of  him  in  old  time,  by  his  fer^ 
vants  the  prophets  of  Ifrael,  who  preceded 
Ezekiel.  And  we  fliall  hereafter  find,  that 
Mofes,  David,  Ifaiah,  Jeremiah,  and  Joel  have 
fpoken  of  this  hoft.  Under  the  fixth  vial, 
which  fliall  be  poured  out  upon  them,  they 
are  called  ki?igs from  the  eajl ; before  whom  the 
river  Euphrates  divides,  to  open  the  Land  of 
Ifrael,  as  they  think,  to  their  polfefiion  ; but 
really  to  afford  them  a paffage  to  Armageddon, 
or  toMegiddo  in  the  tribe  of  Manaffeh,  as  well 
as  to  the  valley  of  yohofaphat  near  Jerufalem  ; 
in  both  which  places  theLord  votll  magtiify and 
fandiify  himfelf  in  their  defiru(5tion,  in  the  eyes 
of  many  nations,  ver.  23.  fee  Joel  iii.  2-.'  Rev. 
xvi.  12 — 16. 

We  do  not  find  that  this  hofi:  even  pretend 
that  Ifrael  had  injured  them,  when  they  came 
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to  take  poffeflion  of  their  own  land,  A.  D. 
1866.  Hear,  however,  what  the  Holy  Ghoft 
faith  of  the  occalion.  of  their  inyafion,  ver, 
8 — 14.  In  the  latter  years t then  and  all  thy 
bands  y and  many  people  with  thee,  fall  afeend 
and  come  like  a form,  and  like  a cloud  thou  Jhalt 
cover  the  land  that  is  brought  forth  out  of  the 
nations,  and  now  dwell  fajely.  For  thus  Jaith 
the  Lord  God,  When  all  the  world  hears  of 
my  favour  to  the  Jews,  and  when  the  people 
oj  Ifrael  dwelleth  fafely,  fait  thou  not  know  it  ? 
Therefore  things  full  come  into  thy  mind,  and 
thou  fait  think  an  evil  thought',  and  thou  fait 
fay.  This  people  have  no  defence,  therefore 
I will  go  up  to  the  land  of  un  walled  villages,  to 
them  that  are  at  reft,  and  dwell fafely  ; for  this 
people  who  are  gathered  out  of  the  nations,  have 
gotten  gold  and  filver,  cattle  and  goods,  which  I 
will  fpoH  and  take  for  a prey. 

Their  avarice  will,  however,  be  cloaked 
over  with  religion;  for  enmity  to  God  is  more’ 
deeply  rooted  in  human  nature,  than  even  the 
love  of  the  world.  Sometimes  indolence  de- 
feats the  hopes  of  avarice,  but  cannot  do  it  in 
the  prefent  cafe,  if  this  hod  can  be  made  to 
believe,  that  by  dedroying  the  Ifraelites,  they 
fhall  do  God  good  fervice.  This  will  unite 
their  forces  ; and  vis  unita  fortior.  But  the 
three  trumpeters  who  call  this  hod  together 
are  truly  e:xtraordinary ; they  are  the  adtive 
and  malicious  fpirits  of  devils  -,  who  yet  re- 
femble  three  Jrogs,  which  being  fpawned  in 
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the  mouth  of  the  beafty  the  dragon,  and  the^ 
falfe prophet , leap  out  at  this  time,  and  go Jorth 
to  the  kings  of  the  earth,  even  of  the  wholci 
world,  working  miracles,  to  ftimulate  them  to, 
arife  and  root  out  the' Jews  from  the  earth  j 
who  now  eminently  ftand  in  the  way  of  their,, 
univerfal  dominion  over  the  fouls,  bodies,  and,, 
fubftance  of  men.  Thus  popery  is  at  the, 
bottom  of  this  bloody  war  j it  is  a fcheme 
of  that  woman  s,  who  has  long  been  drunk: 
with  the  blood  of  the  faints,  and  of  the  martyrs^ 
of  Chrifi.  Thefe  frogs  are  hers  ; and  they 
affright  fome  by  leaping  upon  them,  and  ftun. 
others  with  their  hoarfe  noife.  They  prevail, 
however,  and  gather  them  together  to  take, 
the  fpoil,  as  they  think,  but  in  fadt  they  are 
gathered  to  the  battle  of  that  great  day  oj  God 
almighty.  Rev.  xvi.  13,  14. 

II.  How  FAR  THEY  WILL  SUCCEED  IN 
THIS  ENTERPRIZE. 

Pride  commonly  rifes  with  men’s  circum- 
ftances;'and  even  plants  the,  devil’s  colours 
upon  mount  Sion  itfelf,  when  it  is  profperous, 
to  defeat  the  end  for  which  God  raifed  it  out 
of  its  ruins.  Thus  it  will  be  with  the  Jev/s, 
when  they  are  fettled  in  their  glorious  holy 
land : but  this  root  of  bitternefs  among  them, 
will  call  for  a cockatrice,  yea  for  a fiery  fiying 
ferpenta  out  of  the  root  of  that  ferpent,  which 
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liad  ftung  their  fathers  to  death ; and  for  a 
‘ftnoke  jrom  the  norths  to  darken  all  their  glory, 
Ifai.  xiv.  29,  31.  yeriifalem  muft  now  drink 
'of  the  cup  of  God’s  wrath,  they  muft  drink 
' the  dregs  of  the  cup  of  trembling.,  and  wring 
"them  out ’y  yea,  defolationy  deJiruciioTiy  and  famine 
lhall  come  upon  them,  till  their  fans  faint,  and  he 
at  the  head  of  all  their  flreets,  as  a wild  bull  in 
a,  net ; they  fall  be  full  of  the  fury  of  the 
LORD,  and  the  rebuke  (f  their  God,  ch.  li. 
17 — 22.  If  the  Lord  loves  them,  he  muft 
make  them  afhamedfor  all  their  doings,  wherein 
they  have  tranfgreffed  againf  him  ; and  take 
out  of  the  midfi  of  them,  thofe  that  rejoice  in 
their  pride,  till  they  are  no  more  haughty,  becaufe 
^’his  holy  mountain,  Zeph.  iii.  8,  ii.  for  the 
lofty  looks  of  man  muft  be  humbled,  and  the 
haughtinefs  of  men  be  made  low',  and  the  LORD 
alone  fall  be  exalted  in  that  day,  liai.  ii.  i o — 22. 

To  effedl  this  the  Holy  Ghoft  aftlires  us, 
that  he  will  gather  all  nations  againp  feru- 
falem  to  battle  ; and  the  city  fall  be  taken,  and 
the  houfes  rified,  and  the  women  ravifloed  a7id 
half  of  the  dty  fall  go  into  captivity,  Zech. 
xiv.  2.  yea,  it  fall  come  to  pa/s,  that  in  all 
the  land,  two  parts  therein  fall  be  cut  of  and 
die  j and  the  third  part  fall  be  brought  through 
the  fire,  ch.  xiii.  8,  9.  But  as  this  deftrudlion, 
however  flaarp,  will  be  ftiort,  if  the  enemy 
Thould  repeat,  upon  thefe  captives,  the  cruelty 
which  had  been  fome  times  pradlifed  upon 
their  fathers,  and  fell  them  to  thofe  who 
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follow  the  camp  for  gain,  Joel  iii.  3,  6.  pro- 
bably they  will  not  be  able  to  remove  them^t 
all,  much  lefs  Jar  from  their  border  j for  this 
fhall  be  the  tragedy  of  but  one  day,  or 
which  Jl^all  be  known  to  the  honour  of  the 
lord  i and  at  the  evening  time  of  that  day 
it  fall  be  light  to  the  Jews,  Zech.  xiv.  7. 
which  leads  me  to  fpeak, 

III.  Of  the  destruction  of  gog,  in 

the  land  of  ISRAEL. 


The  Lord  has  not  faid  in  vain.  He  that 
toucheth  you,  tone  bet  h the  apple  oj  his  eye', 
therefore  he  will  now  defray  the  flrength  oJ 
the  kingdom  of -the  heathens',  and  overthrow 
the  chariots,  and  thefe'  that  ride  in  them  -,  and 
the  horfes  and  their  riders  fall  come  down,  every 
one  by  the  /word  of  his^  brother, ^ Hag.  ii.  22. 
And  this  dedrudion  will  begin  in  the  valley 
of  JehoOjaphat,  and  end  at  Armageddon. 

\ It  will  begin  in  xht  valley  oJ  jehefaphat 
near  Jerufalem.  When  thefe  free-booters 
have  run  through  the  Land  of  Ifrael,  plun- 
dering and  murdering,  as  it  were  at  difcre- 
tion  j when  they  have  ranfacked  the  capital ; 

taken  half  its  inhabitants  into  captivity,  and 

perhaps  fold  them  to  thofe  who  follow  then- 
camp  ; and  when  there  appears  to  be  no  help, 
even  in  the  houfe  of  David,  or  in  the  inha- 
bitants of  Jerufalem,  then  fliall 
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whelp  be  roufed  in  the  field  ; for  the  Lord  will 
fave  the  tents  of  "Judah  Jirjl,  that  the  glory  of 
the  houfe  of  Davids  and  the  glory  of  the  in- 
habitants of  Jerufalem  may  never  afterwards 
magnify  themfelves  againfi  Judahs  Zech.xii.7. 
The  fight,  however,  of  the  martial  valour  of 
Judah's  tentSy  will  fpeedily  roufe  the  ardour  of 
the  royal  family  and  citizens.  And  now  Je- 
rifalem  fhall  become  a cup  of  trernblingy  put 
into  the  hands  of  thofe  malefadlors,  whom  , 
juftice  has  brought  together  to  the  place  of' 
execution ; and  a burdenfome fone  to crufh  thofe 
to  pieces,  who  burden  themjehes  with  it.  hudin 
that  dayy  the  LOR  D will  make  the  governors 
of  Judah  like  a hearth  of  fre  among  the  woody 
and  like  a torch  oj  fire  in  a Jheaf  ; and  they 
fhall  devour  all  the  people  round  about y on  the 
right  and  on  the  left.  And  in  that  dayy  even 
the  feeble  among  them  jlmll  be  as  Davidy  and 
the  houfe  of  David  as  Gody  even  as  the  angel 
of  the  LORD  before  them,  ver.  2 — 8.  For 

now  the  LORD  is  cotne  down  with  his  mighty 
onesy  to  plead  with  the  heathen  for  his  people y 
and  for  IJrael  \\\?,  heritage : yea  the  LORD 
fijall  roar  out  of  ZioHy  aad  utter  his  voice  from 
Jerufalem  3 and  the  heavens  and  the  earth  fhall 
fijakey  when  the  LORD  fits  to  judge  all  the 
heathen  round  about  in  the  valley  of  decifiony  or 
of  curtailing,  Heb.  Joel  iii.  2,  10 — 16.  This 
is  that  one  day,  which  fl:all  be  known  to  the 
LORD  3 the  day  in  which  he  fights  againfi 
theffc  papal  heathens,  as  when  he  fought  in  the 
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day  of  bis  battle  with  the  Midianites,  Judg. 
vii.  22.  Zech.  xiv.  3,  7.  But  • ' 

2.  This  awful  carnage  will  be  concluded 
lixty  miles  diftant  from  the  valley  qfjehofd- 
phat,  21  Armageddon,  in  the  tribe  of  Manaffeh  ; 
fee  Rev.  xvi.  16.  At  the  fame  time,  j ait h the 
LORD  God,  my  fury  fall  come  up  in  my  face. 
And  there  fall  be  a great  faking  in  the  land 
of  Ifrael,  fo  that  the  ffes  of  the  fea,  and  the 
fowls  of  the  heaven,  and  the  beafs  of  the  field, 
and  all  creeping  things  that  creep  upon  the  earth, 
flmll  Jloake  at  my  prefence  ; and  the  mountains 
fall  be  thrown  down.  And  I will  call  for  a 
fword  again f him,  throughout  all  my  mountains, 
faith  the  LORD  God ; every  man  s fword floall 
be  again  ft  his  brother.  And  I will  plead  agamfl 
him  with  pefiilence  and  with  blood  and  I will 
ram  upon  him,  and  upon  his  bands,  ai:d  upon  the 
many  people  with  him,  an  overflowing  rain,  aitd 
great  hail  ft  ones,  fire,  and  bnmfione,  Ezek. 
xxxviii.  18 — 22.  And  it  jhall come  to  pafs  m 
that  day,  that  2^  great  7nultitude  of  evil  angels 
from  the  LORD  fall  be  among  thejU  ',  and  they 
fijall  lay  foold  every  one  on  the  hand  of  his  neigh- 
bour, and  hts  hand  fijall  rife  up  agatnfi  the  hand 
of  his  neighbour.  Yea,  thetr  ficjli  fijall  conjume 
away  as  they  fiand  upon  their  Jeet,  and  their  eyes 
fijall  con  fume  away  in  their  holes,  and  their 
tongue  fijall  confume  away  in  their  mouth  ; and 
the  wealth  of  all  the  heathen  round  about  fijall 
be  gathered  together,  gold  and  filver,  and  ap- 
parel in  abundance  ; which  will  now  Tail  into 
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the  hands  of  the  victorious  Ifraelites,  Zech, 
xiv.  12 — 14.  Ezekiel  adds,  ch.  xxxix.  9 — 16. 
that,  when  the  Lord  has  given  to  Gog  a place 
of  graves  y on  the  eaji  of  the fea  of  Galilee  (which 
phrafe  feems  to  determine,  that  the  lad;  battle 
will  be  at  Armageddon),  the  Ifraelites  will  be 
feven  nionths  in  burying  their  bones y and  feven 
years  in  burning  their  weapons.  Yet  perhaps 
ver.  2.  intimates,  that  a fxth  part  this  hoft 
flaall  be  left,  after  this  deftruCtion  j becaufe 
Gog  was  defcended  from  Abraham  ; at  leafl 
Zech.  xiv.  16.  allures  us,  that  Ibme  fhall  be 
left  oj  all  the  nations  which  came  againf  feru* 
falem. 

Speaking  of  thcfe  papal  heathens,  the  pro- 
phet Daniel  adds,  ch.  xi.  44,  45.  Hidings  out 
of  the  eafy  and  out  of  the  north,  viz.  from 
Perlia  and  Ruffia,  fall  trouble  him ; therefore 
he  Jhall  go  forth  with  great  fury  to  defroy,  and 
utterly  to  make  away  many.  And  he  Jhall  plant 
the  tabernacles  of  his  palace  between  the  feas, 
which  are  in  the  glorious  holy  mountain,  viz, 
the  fea  of  Galilee  and  the  Dead  Sea  ; which, 
by  the  way,  inclines  me  to  believe,  that  Sodom, 
or  the  Dead  Sea,  will  not  become  a well- 
watered  plain,  till  about  this  time ; which  is 
the  more  probable,  as  this  deftruCtion  of  Gog 
will  be  attended,  or  followed  with  amazing 
convullions  of  the  Land  of  Ifrael,  Zech.  xiv. 
4,  5,  10.  Daniel  adds,  .Let  he  fmll  come  to 
his  end,  and  none  Jhall  help  him.  Thus  the 
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kingdom  of  fefus  jhalL  be  exalted  above  Gog  ; 
fee  Grabe’s  LXX.  on  Numb.  xxiv.  7.  And 
!here  ends  the  prophecy  of  Jerufalem’s  trials ; 
for  there  JhalL  be  no  more  utter  dejlrudiioii, 
hut  yeruj'alem  foal!  be  fafely  inhabited,  Zech, 
xiv.  1 1. 

The  prophet  Ifaiah  feems  to  defcribe  this 
enemy,  ch.xxiv.xxv.xxvi.andxxvii.  thiough- 
out.  And  the  following  feriptures,  either 
exprefsly  defcribe  this  deftrudtion  of  Gog  and 
his  hoft,  or  are  vifibly  applicable  to  this  great 
work  of  divine  vengeance,  viz.  Deut.  xxxii.  43. 
Pfal.  Ixxvi.  3,  3 — 10.  cx.  5,  6.  Ifai.  ix.  4,5. 
X.  24 — 32.  XXX.  27 — 32.  xxxi.  4 — 8.  xli. 
10 — 16.  xlix.  24 — 26.  li.  23.  liv.  15 — 17. 
lix.  19.  Ixiii.  I — 6.  Ixvi.  15 — 19.  Ezek. 
xxxii.  24 — 32.  Micah  iv.  ii — 13.  v.  8 — 10. 
Mai.  iv.  I — 3. 

IV.  Of  the  time  of  gog’s  invasion  and 

DESTRUCTION. 

Ezekiel  afTures  us,  that  it  will  be  after  the 
Jews  are  returned  to  their  own  land  ; which 
we  expedl  will  occur  A.  D.  1866.  And,  as 
we  know  of  no  wars  which  will  difgrace  the 
millennial  fabbatifm,  therefore  it  muft  be  be- 
fore A.  D.  2016.  In  fludying  the  Revelation, 
we  alfo  faw  reafon  to  believe,  that  this  invafion 
of  the  Land  of  Ifrael  is  the  event  deferibed 

under 
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under  the  ^xth  vial^  ch.  xvi.  12 — 16.  And 
as  the  vials  are  faid  to  be  the  laji  plagues,  for 
in  them  is  filled  up  the  wrath  of  God,  it  is  pro- 
bable that  it  will  not  occur,  till  fome  time  in 
the  twentieth  century  ; and  yet  that  this  de- 
ftrudtion  will  happen  time  enough  in  that 
century,  to  give  the  beafi,  the  falfe  prophet,  and 
the  kings  of  the  earth,  time  to  recover  their 
fpirits,  to  make  that  laft  attack,  which  will 
feal  up  their  ruin,  ch.  xix.  ii — 21.  On  the 
other  hand,  this  deftrudion  of  Gog  is  to  be 
preceded,  not  only  by  an  earthquake  at  Rome, 
which  will  deftroy  7000  of  their  gentry  and 
nobility,  about  A.  D.  1866,  ch.  xi.  13.  by 
the  general  evangelizing  of  the  natidns  by  a 
very  fharp  fight  of  afflictions,  in  the  time  of 
the  fecond beafi,  which  will  furniffl  an  eminent 
difplay  of  the  patience  of  jewilh  and  gentile 
faints,  ch.  xiv.  6,  i 2.  but  alio  by  that  dreadful 
daughter  in  the  Pope’s  territories,  which  will 
produce/^/W  up  to  the  horfe-br idles,  v tv.  19,  20. 
In  our  Remarks  on  thefe  words,  we  found 
reafon  to  conjecture,  that  that  dreadful  carnage 
will  be  in  A.  D.  1926.  And  if  this  invafion 
of  Gog  fiiould  be  fifteen  years  after  that,  viz.- 
A.  D.  1941,  this  will  agree  with  thofe  words, 
Dan.  xii.  12.  Blejfied  is  he  that  waiteth  and 
comet h to  the  1335  days,  or  years  ; that  is,  to 
A.  D.  1941,  which  is  75  years  after  A.  D. 
1 866,  when  the  1 260  years  of  mahometanilin 
conclude  j or  to  75  years  after  A.  D.  2016, 
that  is,  to  A.  D.  2091,  when  .probably  fome 

N * ' unknown 
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unknown  glorious  event  will  blefs  the  church; 
or  to  1335  years  after  A.  D.  1866,  that  is,  to 
about  75  years  after  the  end  of  the  world,  in 
A.  D.  3 1 25  or  3 1 26  ; when  wc  fuppofe,  that 
the  judging  of  the  righteous  will  end;  or  to 
^335  after  A.  D.  2016,  that  is,  to  22^ 
y4rs  after  the  end  of  the  world,  when,  I ap- 
prehend, the  judging  of  the  wicked  will  end; 
fee  Remarks  on  the  Rev.  p.  230  232,  and  p. 

Probably  the  above  words  of 
Daniel,  may  have  a different  accomplifhrnent 
in  every  one  of  thefe  four  events,  efpecially 
the  two  laft  ; but  it  is  with  the  firft  of  thefe 
computations,  that  we  can,  for  the  reafonS 
affigned  above,  have  any  concern  here.  And 
if  this  invafion  and  deftrudion  of  Gog  occurs 
A.  D.  1941,  it  will  be  at  a time  when  popery 
is  haftening  to  its  fpeedy  decay,  and  the  return- 
ing light  begins  to  dawn  glorioully  upon  the 
world;  which  will  be  greatly  increafed  by  this 
deftrudion  of  the  enemies  of  Ifrael. 

V.  Of  their  prosperity  after  gog  is 

DESTROYED. 


Now  the  prophecy  of  Zechariah,  Luke  i. 
— nA.  is  fully  accomplifhed  ; and  the  horn 
of  falvation,  raifed  up  in  the  houje  oj  htsfervant 
T>avidy  has  delivered  znAfaved  ihtmfro7n  their 
enemies y and  from  the  hand  f 
them.  And  now  the  return  of  the 
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their  own  land  will  be  completed,  and  great 
grace  fliall  be  upon  them  there. 

I.  Thofe  Jews  who  remained  in  their  dif- 
perhon  after  A.  D.  iBh-6,  hearing  what  G'od 
has  done  for  their  brethren  in  the  ]Land  of 
Ifrael,  will  joyfully  returji  to  them  : now  the 
'Lord  will  have  mercy  upon  the  whple  houfe  of 
Ifraely  and  gather  the?n  to  their  ovun  land^  and 
leave  Jione  of  them  among  the  heathen,  Ezek. 
xxxix.  25,  28.  and  this  is  expref&ly  faid  to  be 
after  the  dcflrudlion  of  Gog,  which  is  predidled 
in  that  and  the  preceding  chapter.  Yei^the 
LORD  fall  beat  off  from  the  chamiel  of  the 
rrufr  Euphrates,  unto  Nile,  the  f ream  (f 
Egypt  j and  ye  hi  all  be  gathered  one  by  'one, 

0 ye  children  of  Ifrael.  In  that  day  the  great 
trumpet  Jhall be  blown,  (as  if  the  feventh  trum- 
pet was  founded  again  the  fecond  tiime-j)  and 
they  jhall  come  who  were  ready  to  per  iff  in  the 
land  oj  jifyria,  and  the  outcdjls  in  the  land  of 
Egypt  j and  ff ail  wprffip  the  Lord  in  the  holy 
mountain  yerufalem,  11  ai.  xxvii.  12,  13.  And 
alter  the  Lord  has  pleaded  with  all  feffj,  by 
fre  aiid  by  his  fword,  and  the  fain  oj  t lee  LORD 

are  many  among  them,  he  will  fend  fome  of 
the  jews  which  efcape  to  the  nations,  to  Ear- 
ffiff.  Pul,  and  Lud,  to  Eubal and  javan-,  and 
they  ffail  bring  all  their  brethren,  for  an 
(ffering  unto  the  LORD  out  of  all  nations', 
not  now  on  foot,  but  on  horfes,  mules,  and 
fwift  beafis,  and  fome  m chariots,  ch.  Ixvi. 

1 c — 20. 
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2.  Great  grace  fhall  be  upon  them  .there. 
We  have  heard  of  their  mourning,  every  family 
apart,  Zech.  xii.  9 — 14.  but  now  the  Lord 
will  comfort  them ; yea,  fays  he,  of  the  third 
part  which  he  has  brought  through  the  fire, 
and  refined  as  filver,  and  tried  as  gola.  They 
Jl:)all  call  on  my  name,  and  I will  hear  them ; 
I will fay.  It  is  my  people,  and  they  fijall fay. 
The  LORD  is  my  God,  ch.  xiii.  9.  Neither  will 
I h'lde  my  face  any  more  from  them  ; for  I have 
poured  out  my  fpirit  upon  the  houfe  of  Ifrael, 
faith  the  Lord  God,  Ezek.  xxxix.  29.  Now 
the  idols  of  filver  and  of  gold,  the  gods  and 
goddeffes  of  Egypt  and  of  Rome,  will  they 
cafi  to  the  moles  and  to  the  bats,  Ifai.  ii.  20. 
And  it  fijall  come  to  pafs  in  that  day,  that, 
when  any  fijall  ytt  prophefy  in  favour  of  idols, 
even  his  father  and  his  mother  who  begat  hhn 
Jhall  fay.  Thou  fioalt  not  live,  Zech.  xiii.  2,  3. 
And  there  Jhall  be  no  more  the  Canaanite  in  the 
houfe  of  the  Lord  of  hofis,  ch.  xiv.  21. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  IV 


OF  THE  EVENTS  WHICH  AWAIT  THE 
JEWS,  AFTER  GOG’S  DESTRUC- 
TION, TO  THE  END  OF  THE 
WORLD. 


VERY  thing  is  not  told  us^  which  cu- 


JJy  riofity  might  wifh  to  know,  about  this 
wonderful  people  : fuflice  it  however,  that  we 
are  farther  informed,  that  Jerufalem  Ihall  be 
fafely  inhabited  for  ever  ; that  they  will  be 
very  active  to  fpread  the  gofpel ; and  that 
the  Lord  will  punifh  thofc  who  will  not  re- 
ceive it. 

I.  They  fhall  dwell  fafely  in  their  own 
land,  to  the  end  of  time.  The  LORD  has 
faid,  the  new  heavens  and  the  new  earthy 
which  I will  make  Jhall  remain  before  7ney  fo  Jhall 
the  feed  and  the  name  of  the  Jews  remainy 
Ixvi.  22.  And  when  this  people  is  made  gene- 
rally righteousy  they  fall  inherit  the  land  for 
ever ; being  the  branch  of  his  plantingy  and 
the  work  of  hhs  hands,  that  he  may  be  glorified y 
ch.  lx.  21.  Therefore,  faith  he,  my  p'eople 
Jloall  dwell  in  a peaceable  habitation,  and  in  fare 
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dwellings y and  in  quiet  rejling  places  : for  ^e- 
rujalem  fall  be  a quiet  habit  at  ion  y a tabernacle 
that  fall  not  be  taken  down  \ not  one  oj  the 
Jtakes  thereof  fall  be  removedy  neither  fall  any 
of  the  cords  thereof  be  broken  j but  there  the 
glorious  LORD  will  be  to  his  people,  a place 
of  broad  rivers  and  fireamSy  wherein  fall  go 
no  galley  with  oarsy  neither  fall  gallant  fips 
pafs  therebyy  Ifai.  xxxii.  i8.  xxxiii.  20,  21, 
Zech.  xiv.  1 1. 

Now  wifdom  and  knowledge  will  be  vihbly 
the fiability  of  Ch rift’s  time,  and  frength  of 
falvation  : and  when  he  reigns  in  mount  SioUy 
and  before  his  ancients  gloriouflyy  the  Lord  lhall 
be  to  them  an  everlafiing  lighty  and  their  God 
their  glory y Ifai.  lx.  1 8 — 20.  Ezekiel  adds, 
ch.  xxxiv.  28.  fhey  fall  no  more  be  a prey  to 
the  heatheUy  neither  fall  the  beafis  of  the  'land 
devour  them-,  but  they  fall  dwell fafelyy  a?id 
none  fall  make  them  afraid ; yea,  they  lhall  fit 
every  man  under  his  viney  and  under  his  fg-tree^ 
and  none  fall  make  them  afraid  j for  the  tiiouth 
of  the  LORD  hath  fpoken  it,  Micah  iv.  4. 

2.  They  will  be  very  induftrious  to  fpread 
the  gofpel  among  the  Gentiles.  There  is  fuch 
light  and  love  of  God  diffufed  and  communi- 
^jcated  in  the  gofpel,  that  it  isimpoftibleforthofe 
who  feel  it  powerfully  to  conceal  it;  therefore, 
when  the  Jews  had  reje<fted  it,  the  apoftles 
^were  inwardly  conftrained  to  turn  to  the  Gen- 
tiles, as  well  as  directed  fo  to  do  by  their 

mafter. 
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mafter.  But  when  the  Lord  turns  their  hearts 
to  himfelf,  out  of  Zion  again  fhall  go  forth 
the  law,  and  the  word  of  the  Lord  from  feru^ 
Jalern,  Lai.  ii.  3.  xxxv.  5 — 8.  Yea,  the  Jews 
in  general  fhall  be  named  the  priejis  of  the 
Lord  j men  fhall  call  them  the  minifters  of  our 
God,  ch.  Ixi.  6.  Nor  will  this  be  the  cba- 
radter  of  only  their  firfl  faved  generations,  as 
it  was  after  their  deliverance  out  of  Egypt, 
Exod.  xix.  5,  6.  Jofh.  xxiv.  31.  for  when 
the  Redeemer  is  cojne  to  dwell  in  Zion,  this  is  my 
covenant  with  them  that  turn  away  tranfgrefjion 
in  facob,  faith  the  Lord  ,*  my  fpirit  which  is 
upon  thee,  and  my  words  which  1 have  put  in 
thy  mouth,  jhall  not,  as  in  generations  paftj 
depart  out  of  thy  mouth,  nor  out  of  the  mouth 
ff  thy  feed,  nor  out  of  the  mouth  of  thy  feed's 
feed,  faith  the  LORD,  from  henceforth  and  for 
'ever,  Ifai.  lix.  20,  21. 

3.  The  Lord  will  eminently  punifh  thofe 
who  rejedl  the  gofpel,  whether  they  are  Jews 
or  Gentiles.  Soon  after  the  Jews  are  fettled 
in  their  own  land,  an  angel  declares  with  a loud 
voice.  Rev.  xiv.  9,  1 1.  that,  befides  the  eternal 
mifery  of  idolaters,  even  in  this  life,  they  have 
no  reji  day  nor  night,  who  worjhip  the  beajl, 
and  his  mage,  and  whofoever  receives  the  mark 
of  his  name.  And  if  Gog’s  invafion  of  the 
Holy  Land  was  a confequence  of  this  reftleff- 
nefs  of  mind  among  them,  w^e  have  feen  that 
it  terminated  in  fuch  a manner,  as  to  furnifh, 

with 
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with  other  things  in  thefe  times,  growing 
evidences  of  chriftianity ; on  which  account, 
thecontempt  of  it  will  probably  be  more  vifibly 
punillied  than  ever.  Accordingly,  Zechariah 
a/fures  us,  that  God  will  now  lock  up  the 
clouds,  from  thofe  who  will  not  come  vp  to 
yeruj'alem,  to  keep  the  gofpel  jeaji  of  taber- 
nacles ; and  Egypt i which  has  no  rainy  will 
not  come  up,  God  has  a plague  for  them,  ch. 
xiv.  17 — 19,  And  when  the  Lord,  in  this 
manner,  /mites  the  [corners y the  fmple  will  be- 
ware 'y  and  the  wretched nefs  of  finners  will  be 
the  inftrudtion  of  faints. 

The  lajl  Adam  will  be  eminently  a quicken- 
ing  fpirity  both  to  Jews  and  Gentiles,  in  the 
fabbatical  millenary,  emphatically  called  the 
millennium ‘y  which  is  defcribed  in  thofe  an- 
cient prophecies  of  the  future  profperity  of 
the  church,  which  we  have  in  part  explained 
in  thefe  pages;  and  in  the  epiftlc  to  Philadel- 
phia, Rev.  iii.  7 — 13.  and  in  the  fhort  account 
given  of  it,  ch.  xx.  i — 6.  from  which  two 
laft  fcriptures  we  may  draw  out  thefe  farther 
particulars.  In  thefe  times, 

I.  A great  reftraint  will  be  laid  upon  Satan. 
He  had  come  up  from  hell,  when  the  Pope 
opened  the  well  of  the  abyfsy  A.  D.  606,  to 
darken  the  eafl:  and  weft,  with  mahometan 
and  papal  fmokey  ch.  ix.  i — ii.  But -now 
the  Lord  Jefus,  in  pity  to  the  world,  lays 
hold  of  this  dragon  the  devil,  binds  him,  cajis 
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him  into  the  bottomlefs  pity  flits  him  upy  and 
Jets  a feal  upon  him  ; that  he  fould  deceive  the 
nations  no  morey  till  the  thoufand years  are  ful^- 
flled.  If  thefe  words  do  not  promife  the 
world  an  entire  exemption  from  Satan’s  temp- 
tations, they  at  lead;  allure  us,  that  (though 
he  has  long  thrufb  his  fervants  into  the  houfe 
of  Ctod,  to  (hare  the  government  of  the  church 
with  Chrift)  now  he  who  has  the  key  of  David, 
will  himfelf  ahme  open  and Jlmt  his  own  doors, 
to  admit  or  exclude  whom  he  pleafes.  Now, 
alfo,  thofe  two  olive  trees,  the  magiftracy  and 
minidry,  diall  ftand  bejare  the  God  of  the  earth 
and  grow  as  he  placed  them  at  fird,  on  the 
7'ift  and  left  fide  of  the  candlejiick,  the  church ; 
that  each  may  furnidi  it  vvnth  plenteous  oil, 
Zech.  iv.  3,  II,  14.  Rev.  xi.  4.  And,  every 
corrupt  edablidiment  being  now  removed,  viz. 
popery,  prelacy,  and  national  prefbyteries,  the 
world  will  be  filled  with  Inch  independent 
churches,  as  the  fird  preachers  of  the  gofpel 
condituted,  who  aimed  at  no  fecular  honours 
for  themfelves,  nor  others,  Adts  xiv.  23. 
Tit.  i.  5.  and  fuch  as  the  feven  churches  in 
Afia  were.  Rev.  ch.  ii.  and  iii.  which  prefent 
us  with  an  orderly  feries  of  the  leading  cha- 
radters  and  events  of  the  feven  periods  of. the 
chridian  church.  And  the  miniders  and 
members  of  tfiefe  millennial  cliurches  will 
pay  the  mod  chearful  fubjeddion  to  the  d^te, 
and  diare,  with  others,  its  protedlion  >vhile, 
,at  the  fame  time,  they  (uffer  ,no  inyafion  of 
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their  mafter’s  honour  in  his  own  houfe.  And 
though,  in  every  preceding  age,  men  of  cor- 
rupt minds  have  exercifed  their  natural  and 
unalienable  rights,  to  their  own  and  others 
injury,  it  will  not  be  fo  in  the  religious 
focieties  of  thefe  times  ; for, 

2.  They  will  keep  gofpel  truths  inviolate 
among  them,  ch.  iii.  8,  lo.  Thou  haji  a little 

Jirength ; and  haJi  kept  my  word,  and  haJi  not 
denied  my  na?}ie.  Yea,  thou  haJl  kept  the  word 
of  my  patience',  fee  my  Remarks  on  thefe  words. 

3.  They  have  now  every  advantage  for 
dilfeminating  the  gofpel.  Hearts  and  houfes 
are  every  where  open  to  them  and  men 
gladly  receive  the  word  of  God,  ver.  8.  I have, 
by  my  providence  and  grace,  fet  before  thee  an 
Open  door,  and  no  man  can  Jhut  it ',  yet  perhaps 
the  o\jhiq  ^vvccroii,  no  man  can,  intimates,  that 
fome  individuals  would  fhut  it,  if  they  had 
the  power.  Now,  alfo,  the  pious  heroes  of 
ancient  times  croud  the  ftage  of  earth  again, 
in  their  fimilar  fucceflbrs,  who  are  priefs 
of  God  and  Chrifi,  and  reign  with  him  while 
their  perfecutors  deep  forgotten  in  the  duft, 
and  have  none  to  rear  that  ftandard  of  rebel- 
lion, which  death  fnatched  from  their  hands. 
Pretenders  alfo  to  religion,  who  fay  they  are 
yews,  and  are  7iot,  fall  now  co7ne  and  worfip 
before  the  church,  and  know  that  Jefus  has 
loved  them. 

4.  The  date,  and  the  families  in  general 
which  compofc  it,  will  be  as  happy  as  the 
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church.  The  ages  of  ignorance  and  bar- 
barifm  were  the  ages  of  monarchy  : but  in 
thefe  happy  times,  fays  the  apoftle  John, 
Rev.  XX.  4.  I faw  thrones^  which  fpeaks  them 
numerous  ; and  without  this  civil  liberty 
cannot  be  complete  ; unlefs  every  minifter  of 
juftice  was  a real  Chriftian.  And  they  fat 
upon  them  : and,  not  daring  now  to  fpill  one 
another’s  blood,  as  in  times  paft,  judgment 
was  given  to  thefe  kings  from  God,  to  decide 
wifely  and  equitably  their  national  claims,  as 
well  as  thofe  of  individuals  in  each  Rate. 

t 

And,  having  no  inclination  to  prey  upon  one 
another,  the  fmallnefs  of  their  Rates  will  be 
no  inconvenience,  in  thefe  times  of  general 
peace  and  profperity.  And  in  the  millennium, 
when  ChriR  reigns  in  mount  Sion^  by  his  word 
and  fpirit,  probably  the  jewiRi  Rate  will  be 
incomparably  the  largeR  upon  earth  : for, 
though  the  faints  of  the  Moji  High  will  now  in 
general  take  a?id  pofefs  the  kingdom  for  ever, 
even  for  ever  and  ever,  Dan.  vii.  18,  27.  yet 
the  Jews  will  be  as  the  regalia  of  that  king- 
dom, viz.  a crown  of  glory  in  the  hand  of  the 
Lord,  and  a diadem  oj  beauty  in  the  hand  of  our 
God.  ' ' 

Confidering  the  bleffednefs  of  thefe  times, 
benevolence  muR  wifh  that  great  multitudes 
may  enjoy  it.  And,  vice  being  effe(5lually 
checked,  the  bleffing  of  God  will  no  doubt 
increafe  the  human  race  now  more  than  ever, 
' Dr.  Bellamy,  of  Bethlem,  in  his  Sermon  on 
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the  millennium^,  has  made  a computation  of 
the  fuppofed  inhabitants  of  the  earth,  during 
the  feventh  millenary  ; and  apprehends,  that 
they  will  be  17000  times  more  than  all  the 
men  and  women  who  had  lived  upon  earth,  in 
the  preceding  fix  thoufand  years. 

To  illufirate  this,  we  may  obferve,  that  if 
the  prefent  inhabitants  of  the  world  are,  as 
Mr.  Guthrie  reckons  them,  about  953  mil- 
lions, probably  by  A.  D.  2000,  they  will  be 
a thoufand  millions.  Then  reckoning  back- 
ward, ‘‘  Suppofe,”  fays  the  dodtor,  p.  50,  51, 
“ the  world  to  have  been  as  full  of  inhabitants 
“ in  every  age,  as  it  will  be  when  the  millen- 
“ nium  begins  j”  which,  however,  is  more 
than  the  truth  in  fome  ages — ‘‘  And  fuppofe,' 
through  all  the  6000  years,  all  the  inha- 
“ bitants  of  the  earth  to  have  died  off,  and 
“ new  ones  come  in  their  room  at  the  rate  of 
“ once  in  50  years — 6000  years,  at  50  years 
to  a period,  will  be  1 20  periods — 1 20  worlds 
“ full which  number  multiplied  by  a thou- 
fand millions  gives  us  120,000,000,000. 

Then,  advancing  forwards  into  the  millen- 
nium, “ In  Egypt,”  fays  he,  “ the  Hebrews 
‘‘  doubled  at  the  rate  of  about  once  in  14 
“ years  j it  will  be  moderate  therefore  to  fup- 
pofe  mankind,  in  the  millennium,  when  all 
“ the  earth  is  full  of  peace  and  profperity,  will 

* Printed  atBofton,  175S;  and  fince  re-printed  here,  and 
fold  by  J.  Buckland,  Pater-nofter-Row,  and  T.  Sockett, 
Weft-Smithfield,  London. 
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**  double  every  50  years.  But,  at  this  rate, 
there  will  be  time  enough  in  a thoufand 
years  to  double  twenty  times,*  which  would 
“ produce  fuch  a multitude  of  people,  as  that, 
“ although  we  fhould  fiippofe  all  who  live 
before  the  millennium  begins  to  be  loft* 
“ yet,  if  all  thefe  (hould  be  faved,  there  would 
be  above  feventeen  thoufand  faved,  to  one 
“ that  would  be  loft;  as  may  appear  from” 
the  following  table.  Take  the  , thoufand 
millions  of  people,  which  we  fuppofed  alive 
upon  the  earth  at  A.  D.  2000,  and  double 
them  at  the  end  of  every  50  years;  and  they  will 


D.  2050 

— — — 2 

2100 

— 4 

2150 

8 

2200 

— — 16 

2250 

— — 3^ 

2300 

— 64 

2350 

— — 128 

2400 

256 

2450 

512 

2500 

1,024 

2550 

2,048 

2600 

4,096 

2650 

8,192 

2700 

— 16,384 

2750 

— 32,768 

' 2800 

— 65,536 

2850 

— 131,072 

2900 

* — 262,144 

2950 

— 524,288 

3000- 

— 1,048,576 

fum  totalis  J 


2,097,150,000,000,000 

Divide 


no 
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Divide  this  number  by  120,000,000,000,  the 
number  of  men  before  the  millennium,  leaving 
out  the  nine  o’s  in  the  divifor  and  dividend, 
and  it  will  be  120)2,097, 150(1 7, 456^^°,  that 
is,  fo  many  faved  to  one  loft^.  And  it  will 
make  no  difference  to  this  calculation,  if  as 
many  fhould  be  loft  in  the  millennium,  as  had 
been  faved  in  the  preceding  6000  years. — 
N.  B.  We  reckon  the  millennium  here  from 
A.  D.  2000,  for  the  fake  of  round  numbers. 

“ What  proportion  indeed  of  mankind  will 
finally  be  faved,  and  what  loft,  none  can 
tell.  It  is  no  where  revealed.  God  was 
not  obliged  to  fave  one  out  of  all  this  guilty, 
loft  world.  Hitherto  the  generality  may 
“ have  periflied  j and  the  Lord  is  righteous — 
“ But  who  can  tell,  to  what  degree  God  may 
“ yet  glorify  his  grace”  upon  Jews  and  Gen- 
tiles ? “ The  holy  feriptures  encourage  us 

**  to  look  for  things  exceeding  great  and  glo- 
rious.”  And  from  the  above  calculation  it 
appears,  that  “ nothing  hinders,  but  that  the 
“ greateft  part  of  mankind  may  yet  be  faved,  if 
“ God  fo  pleafes.  There  is  time  enough  for 
“ it,  and  may  be  men  enough  yet  born.” 
And  the  world's  not  doubling  its  inhabitants 

* It  would  be  eafy  to  draw  a plan  of  that  city.  Rev. 
ch.  xxi.  which  is  1500  miles  high,  long,  and  broad,  with 
ftreets  anfwering  to  its  twelve  gates,  which  might  Ihew  that 
it  could  contain  more  than  all  the  vaft  number  of  faved  per- 
fons  here  mentioned.  Perhaps,  however,  this  city  would 
have  been  larger,  if  the  millennium  had  been  to  continue 
360,000  years. 

" every 


in  the  Millennium. 


1 1 1 


every  fifty  years  before  the  millennium,  is  no 
proof  that  it  may  not  in  it ; for  the  defert 
cannot  reprefent  a fruitful  field,  nor  the  fcanty 
productions  of  winter  give  us  an  idea  of  the 
plenty  of  fummer  and  autumn.  I cannot, 
however,  believe,  that  the  millennium  will 
continue  360,000  years,  both  for  the  reafons 
already  afiigned  in  my  Remarks,  &c.  and  be- 
caufe  this  is  contrary  to  Ifai.  xlvi.  10.  which 
fee  explained  in  iht  Appendix. 

After  the  millennial  fabbatifm  is  concluded, 
Satan  will  be  loojed  out  of  his  prifon,  and  go 
forth  to  deceive  the  nations,  which  are  in  the  four 
quarters  of  the  earth } and  will  fo  far  prevail 
upon  the  defeendants  of  Gog  and  Magog,  as 
to  gather  a countlefs  multitude,  to  compafs  the 
camp  of  the  faints,  and  the  beloved  city  jeru- 
falem  ; but  they  will  have  no  need  to  fight, 
for  fire  will  coiiie  down  from  God  out  of  heaven, 
and  devour  them,  not  many  years  before  the 
day  of  judgment  comes,  Rev.  xx.  7 — 9. 
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■CONCLUSION. 


! the  depth  of  the  riches  of  the  njuifdomt 
^ power,  and  grace,  which  are  to  be  laid 
out  upon  this  people  ! What  cannot  a great 
God  do  ? Surely,  God’s  people  are  on  the 
ftrongeft  fide  ; the  fide  on  which  alone  there 
is  prefent,  and  will  foon  appear  to  be,  infinite 
glory.  But  can  Dr.  Prieftley’s  mere  man  Chrift 
(who  is  a mere  nothing)  efFedt  thefe  glorious 
things  for  Jews  and  Gentiles  ! Alas, 
avOpuTTog,  the  natural  7nan,  though  he  is  as 
great  a philofopher  as  materialifm  admits  of, 
receiveth  not  the  things  of  the  fpirit  oj  God  j 
for ‘they  are  foolifmefs  unto  him^  neither  can  he 
know  ihtmibecaufe  they  are  fpirit  ually  difeerned. 
— I have,  however,  thought  of  God’s  loving^ 
kindnefs  to  Ifrael,  in  order  to  ftimulate  us,  to 
agonize  againfi:  that  moral  death,  which  rages 
every  where  around  us. 

But  if  providence  has  fuch  gracious  defigns 
in  favour  of  the  Jews,  we  ought  certainly  to 
love,  pity,  and  pray  for  them  ; and  ufe  every 
mean  in  our  power  for  their  converfion  to 
God.  At  the  fame  time,  if  they  are  beloved 
for  their  fathers  fakes,  may  not  Gentiles  too, 
who  are  made  fellow-heirs  and  of  the  fame  body 
with  the  jewifli  church,  entertain  hope  for 

their 
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their  unborn  pofterity  ? The  diftincflion  of 
the  world  into  Jews  and  Gentiles  did  not  exift 
when  the  firfi;  promife  was  given,  viz.  that 
the  feed  of  the  wo?nan  fhould  bruife  the  ferpenf  s 
head ; therefore  this  promife  concerned  us  as 
well  as  them,  though  this  was  long  hidden 
fro7n  ages  and  generations  ; but  now  we  know 
it  ; and  from  what  the  Lord  will  do  for  the 
Jews,  we  may  well  look  forward  with  cheerful 
hope,  for  places  which  had  been  once  evan- 
gelized ; for  Jefus  welcomed  the  praying  an- 
ceftors  of  fuch  perfons  into  his  family,  in 
language  fimilar  to  that  with  which  he  ad- 
dreffed  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and  Jacob,  faying, 
Thon  Jhalt  be  favedy  and  thy  houfe. 

But  what  miifl:  we  fay  of  deifm,  which 
fends  back  the  facred  oracles,  and  all  the  hopes 
they  contain  for  Jews  and  Gentiles,  profaned 
to  their  native  heaven  ? Is  this  gratitude  to 
God  ? Is  it  not  rather  the  abfence  of  every 
divine  virtue,  which  fhould  adorn  man  ? Is 
this  benevolence  to  men  ! what  then  can 
hatred  to  the  human  fpecies  be  ? It  is  treafon 
againfl  the  majefly  of  man  as  rational.  It  is 
an  attempt  to  put  out  our  eyes,  that  we  may 
be  enflaved  to  every  fafcinating  fcenc,  which 
a dift(jmpered  imagination  can  paint.  The 
Lord  look  upon  it  and  rebuke  it.  And  nearly 
what  we  think  of  deifm,  we  mufl;  alfb  fay 
of  popery  j which  fnatches  the  bible  out  of 
our  hands,  and  rolls  it  in  the  dirt  of  a falfe 
tranfiation,  for  the  ufe  of  their  own  fervants. 

P And 
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And  fhall  we  not  fliudder  too  at  thofe  errors, 
which  diredlly  lead  to  one  or  other  of  thefe 
abominations  ? 

But,  while  many  are  wandering  after  their 
heathen  anceftors,  into  the  dark  regions  of 

> O 

error  and  delufion,  fliall  we  be  contented  that 
the  fea-et  of  the  Lord  is  in  our  bible,  but  not 
with  us  ? Will  learned  pages  lying  by  fatisfy 
us,  while  we  ourfelves  are  ignorant,  unftable, 
and  devoid  of  heavenly  wifdom  ? Know  then, 
man,  that  death  will  defpoil  thee  of  every 
thing  in  thy  bible,  but  that  with  which  thou 
art  connected  by  a renovated  nature — By  the 
grace  of  God,  we  have  the  fame  right  to 
Chrift  as  other  finners;  but  what  avails  a right, 
if  it  never  comes  into  polTcffion  or  ufe,  by 
the  fpirit  of  God  ? But  can  we — furely  we 
cannot  with  open  eyes,  view  the  grand  fcheme 
of  faving  mercy,  as  it  exifts  in  the  perfon, 
and  beams  out  in  the  mediation  of  the  Son  of 
God,  and  yet  remain  indifferent  whether  we 
fhare  the  grace  ! 

See  ! the  Jews  are  coming,  with  ftreaming 
eyes,  and  a purple  blufh  upon  their  counte- 
nances ! they  are  coming  to  lay  themfelves  at 
the  feet  of  Jefus  for  mercy  j and  fhall  we 
keep  them  back  ? Shall  we  difeourage  their 
approach,  by  our  impiety  or  careleflnefs  ? 
Rather  go  forth,  my  readers,  on  the  wing  of 
faith  in  the  promifes,  and  on  tK^  -bending 
knee,  to  meet  and  hail  their  returh  to  our 
Father’s  houfe.  Oh  ! ‘when  fhall  his  two 
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prodigals  pardoned,  meet  exulting  there  ! 
Come  Lord  fefus  ! enlarge  thy  kingdom  ; and 
put  an  end  to  thofe  Arian  and  Socinian  delu- 
lions,  which,  in  common  cafes,  are  annihilating 
the  focicties  which  entertain  them  ; and  muft 
vaniih  like  fmoke,  not  only  when  the  Son  of 
God  ftands  confeffed  in  his  effential  and  me- 
diatorial glory,  on  the  feat  of  judgment,  but 
even  when  he  arifes  here,  to  open  and  accom- 
plilh  the  grand  fcheme  of  redeeming  mercy. 
And  for  thefe  purpofes,  let  Jew  and  Gentile 
fay,  Come,  Lord  Jejfus,  come  quickly.  Amen. 
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APPENDIX. 

SOME  have  been  offended  that  I ffould 
luppofe,  that  about  the  year  of  the  end  of 
•the  world  may  be  known ; yet  without  at- 
tempting to  difprove,  that  Jefus  Cbrifl  has 
given  us  accounts  of  time  to  about  A.  D.  3125, 
and  no  longer,  in  the  Revelation.  In  that 
book,  however,  the  times  of  the  three  woe- 
trumpets  are  exprefsly  given  us  under  each. 
But,  though  the  events  of  the  fifth  trumpet 
mark  its  date  fo  clearly,  that  it  is  not  eafy  to 
miftake  the  time  of  its  beginning;  and  though 
the  feventh  declares,  that  the  time  ofi  the  dead 
is  comcy  that  they  Jloould  be  judged^  Rev.  xi.  18. 
yet  they  tremble  to  put  the  numbers  together, 
which  are  given  us  under  thefe  trumpets,  in 
order  to  find  the  time  of  the  end,  becaufe 
Chrift  has  faid, 

Mark  xiii.  32.  Of  jhat  day  and  feafion^ 
knoweth  ouJ'e;?,  no  one,  no  not  the  angels 
•which  are  in  heaven^  neither  the  SoUj  but 
the  Father. 

* I render  the  word  feajon,  becaufe  this  is  the  fenfe 
of  it  in  all  the  following  paflages,  viz.  Mat.  xxiv.  42,  44,  50. 
XXV.  13.  Lukexii.46.  John  iv.  23.  v.  35.  xii.  23.  xyii.  i. 

I Their,  ii.  17.  Philem,  15,  i John  ii.  18.  Rev.  iii.  10. 
xiv.  7,  15. 
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But  if  our  Lord  had  intended  by  thefe'words 
to  fay,  as  fome  underftand  him,  that  neither 
himlelf,  nor  men,  nor  angels  knew  any  thing 
about  the  time  of  the  day  of  judgment, 

1 . He  would  probably  have  expreifed  his 

meaning,  by  the  common  words  ufed  in  fcrip- 
ture  to  fignify  time  and  feajon,  viz.  xf^ovoq  and 
xxipog.  In  two  places  in  the  new  teftamcnt, 
thefe  words  occur  together,  viz.  Adis  i.  7.  and 
I Their.  V.  I.  the  former  exprelhng  the  times 
and  feajons  for  relloring  the  kingdom  to  Ifrael, 
and  the  latter  thofe  of  the  day  of  judgment. 
And  if  our  Lord  had  intended,  what  fome 
underftand  him  to  mean,  no  reafon  can  be 
affigned,  why  he  ufes  the  words  and 

upoc;  ; for  his  meaning  would  have  been  more 
clear  to  all  men,  if  he  had  faid  'Tsepi  xpovou 
iKSivou  y-o(.i  rou  Kocipou.  True,  both  the  day  2in6. 
hour,  taken  feparately,  are  ufed  in  feripture  to 
denote  the  general  time  of  any  event ; but  I 
know  of  no  place  where  they  are  ufed  together 
in  this  fenfe  j therefore  it  is  more  natural  to 
underftand  them  here  of  the  lefler  periods  of 
time, "^agreeable  to  their  common  meaning. 
But  I muft  add, 

2.  That  this  fenfe  of  the  words  is  contrary 
to  the  meaning  of  other  feriptures.  Ifaiah 
aflurcs  us,  that  God  declared  the  end  from  the 
beginning,  ch.  xlvi.  10.  He  did  not  declare 
it  in  words ; yet  as  he  really  publiftied  it  from 
the  beginning,  this  muft  have  been  done  by 

the 
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the  firft  feven  days  of  the  world,  which  ad- 
umbrated 7000  years.  Accordingly,  the  Holy 
Ghoft  fays,  2 Pet.  iii.  8.  One  day  is  with  the 
Lord  *as  a thqufand  years ^ and  a thoufand 
years  'as  one  day  5 which  words  not  only 
defcribe  the  eternity  of  God,  but  alfo  the  time 
of  his'  gracious  difpenfation  to  men  ^ and 
inform  believers  about  the  time,  when  the 
wretched nefs  of  the  fcof  'ers,  fpoken  of  in  that 
context,  (liall  be  completed. 

And  though  the  planting  of  Eden,  the 
formation  of  Eve,  and  Adam’s  giving  names  to 
the  beafts,  after  the' end  of  the  feventh  day, 
could  not  inform  tl»em  of  the  precifetime  when 
the  world  would  end,  in  the  eighth  millenary  ; 
yet  it  gave  fo  much  information,  that  it  was 
impofTible  for  Chrift  to  fay,  that  -the  San  knew 
nothing  of  the  time  of  judgment.  And  though 
the  parallel  words  in  Mat.  xxiv.  36.  are  cer- 
tainly fpoken  of  the  day  of  judgment,  yet  as 
verfes  20,  34,  40,  and  41,  fpeak  of  Jerufalem’s 
ded;ru(9;ion,  no  fair  rules  ot  interpretation  can 
exclude  this  from  being  a part  of  the  fenfe  of 
ver.  36.  yet  to  fuppofe,  that  Chrid:  and  angels 
were  wholly  uninformed  of  the  time  of  that 
event,  is  to  fuppofe  our  Lord  himfelf  unac- 
quainted with  the  meaning- of  that  prophecy, 
Dan.  ix.  24 — 27.  which  is  blafphertiy ; yet  this- 
muft  be  afl'erted,  or  the  common  interpretation 
of  thefe  words  rnufh  give  way  to  the  evidence 
of  truth  and  reafon;  no  doubt,  hpwever,  Chrill 
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underftobd  the  concluding  words  of  Daniel’s 
prophecy,  whether  hirnlelf  underftoodthem  or 
not,  viz.  'Thou  J}Mlt^2.x\A  in  thy  lot,  at  the  end- 
ojthefe^  that  is,  of  the  1335  days^  or  years, 
after  the  1260  years  of  the  bealh  It  was  the 
Spirit  oj  Chriji  which  gave  thefe  prophecies, 
therefore  he  could  not  but  underlfand  them, 
when  his  holy  .reafon  was  matured. 

3.  This  fenfe  is  very  diOjonourable  to 
Chriff ; and  that,  not  only  as  it  reprefents 
him  as  uninformed  of  the  meaning  of  feveral 
fcriptures,  as  vV-e  have  feen  before  but  as  it 
fuppofes,  that  he  introduced  four  reprefenta- 
tiorts  of  the  day  of  judgment,  which  did  not 
reprefent  what  he  intended  by  them.  The 
year  of  Noah's Jioodf  and  Jcrufalem' s dejirudiion^ 
was  known,  but  not  the  day  and  hour  ; there- 
fore they  could  not  repreient  an  event,  of  the 
time  of  which  nothing  was  known.  The 
larger  period  was  alfo  known,  though  not  the 
leffer,  in  the  inftances  of  the  houfeholder  and 
the  fervant ; the  former  of  whom  knew  what 
night  the  thief  would  come,  though  he  knew 
not  at  what  watch  ; as  the  latter  knew  what 
time  his  mafter  would  return,  though  he  knew 
not  whether  he  would  come  at  midnight,  at 
cock-crowing,  or  in  the  morning.  Thefe  in-* 
ftances,  however,  are  not  fimilar  to  Cbrlft’s 
coming  to  judgment,  if  we  know  n'othing  of 
the  time  of  it.'  Behdes,  it  would  not  be  very 
honourable  toChrift,  tofuppofe  him  appointed 
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the  Father’s  fervant  as  mediator,  yet  not  to 
know  about  the  time,  for  which  that  charader 
was  to  be  aflumed.  Nor  would  it  have  been 
fo  honourable  to  angels  and  men  ^ nor  fo 
agreeable  to  the  general  tenour  of  God’s  gra- 
cious difpenfation  to  the  latter  ; whofe  pride 
is  effedtually  repreffed  by  their  being  ignorant 
of  the  leffer  periods  of  the  day  of  judgment ; 
while  their  joy  and  praife  exult  at  knowing 
about  the  year  of  it. 

4.  In  two  of  the  places,  in  which  we  are 
faid  not  to  know  the  day  and  the  hour  of  our 
Lord’s  coming,  viz.  Mat.  xxiv.  36.  and  Luke 
xii.  46.  the  words  refer  to  our  death,  as  well 
as  to  the  day  of  judgment ; and  though  men 
know  not  the  year  of  their  death,  as  our  life  is 
fet  to  feventy  or  eighty  years,  it  cannot  be  faid, 
that  we  know  nothing  about  the  time  of  our 
diffolution.  But  taking  the  words  day  and 
hour  literally,  all  that  we  can  fairly  learn  from 
Mark  xiii.  32.  is,  that  at  A.  D.  34,  no  one 
but  God  knew  the  lelfer  periods  of  the  time 
of  judgment : and  in  this  fenfe,  perhaps,  it 
may  be  true,  even  to  the  end,  that  neither 
men,  nor  angels,  nor  the  Son  himfelf  knows 
the  time  ; though  it  cannot  be  true  to  the  end, 
in  the  common  fenfe  of  thefe  words. 

But  whatever  was  the  truth  intended  to  be 
conveyed  by  thefe  words  in  A.  D.  34,  it  muft 
not  be  forgotten,  that  God  gave  his  Son 
another  revelation  in  heaven  ; which  he  fent 

and 
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and  fignijied  to  his  fervant  John  in  Patmos, 
A.  D.  96 : therefore,  to  invalidate  our  pofition, 
.that  the  world  will  end  about  A.  D.  3125,  it 
muft  be  proved,  that  I have  made  a wrong 
computation  of  the  times  given  in  the  Remed- 
iation ; which,  if  it  is  fo,  I fliall  be  obliged 
to  any  man  who  will  candidly  fhew  it  me. — 
There  is  nothing,  however,  m Mark  xiii.  32. 
in  any  degree  to  weaken  our  pofition.  Lord, 
halfen  the  time  when  men  will  think,  unin- 
fluenced by  any  merely  human  names  or 
fchemes. 


FINIS. 


Puhl'fljed  hy  the  fame  Author^  and  fold  hy  J.  Buckland, 
Paiernojler  Row^  London,  and  other  Bookfellers. 

I.  Fawiily  Religion  : a Sermon  on  JoJhua‘%  Refolution, 
ch.  xxjT,.  15.  Price  6d.  1766. 

ir.  A Letter  to  Dr.  Prieftley ; in  Anfwer  to  his  Appeal, 
&c.  Price  2d.  1772. 

III.  Remarks  on  the  Prophetic  Part  of  the  Revelation  of. 
St.  John.  Price  4s.  in  Boards.  1778. 

IV.  The  Preaching  of  the  Gofpel  to  every  Creature ; a 
Sermon,  at  the  Ordination  of  the  Rev.  Herbert  Mends,  at 
Sherborne,  Dorfet ; with  the  Ordination  Service.  Price  is. 

1778. 

V.  Preparation  for  Death  : a Sermon  at  the  Interment  of 

Mr.  Samuel  K^iight,  who  was  Jcilled  by  the  Fall  of  a Wall. 
Price  3d.  1779- 

VI.  Letter  to  the  Rev.  Sir  Harry  Trclavony,  Bart.  A.  B. 
occafioned  by  his  Sermon,  preached  at  Taunton,  May  26th, 

1779.  Price  6d.  1780. 

VII.  The  Incurable  Abomination,*  or  God’s  Aflerting 
that  Popery  never  did,  nor  <will  alter  for  the  letter : a Sermon 
on  Rev.  ix.  20,  21.  with  an  Appendix,  refpetting  the  Ma- 
giftrate’s  Duty,  in  Matters  of  Religion.  Price  6d.  1781. 

VIII.  Remarks  on  the  Three  Firft  Chapters  of  the  Reve-  / 
lationofSt.  John  ; with  Four  Letters  prefixed.  Price  is.6d. 
1785. 

IX.  Of  the  Time  of  the  General  Judgment.  1785. 


w/J^ 

Wm  i'^ !nW'\ 

f/mML  W f! 

1 vkB m / 1 fl^BV^Ls i^.-z  ‘*~'*«^B 

R'-^'lf' ' 1 

[/II  A!  fmBOBSSUj^ 

Bllr  ^ H 

ISNAiBirHSifN/!^^  j^A 

IB#/  ^ 

19^  V, 

